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FOREWORD 

 
 
This Demographic Profile provides a handy statistical guide to the new Townsville City.  Useful for day to day statistical needs, the 
profile offers basic information but is not intended as a complete reference.  
 
Updates to the Demographic Profile will be made as further data for the new city is released.   
 
Data contained in the Demographic Profile is sourced from the Office of Economic and Statistical Research, Queensland Treasury 
and from the Australian Bureau of Statistics.  The helpful assistance of the Townsville-based Regional Liaison Officer (Office of 
Economic and Statistical Research) in compiling the Demographic Profile is acknowledged.  
 
For further information in relation to this Demographic Profile, please contact Council's Social Planner, by telephoning 4727 9000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Disclaimer 
The information contained in the Demographic Profile has been produced from data sourced via the Office of Economic and Statistical Research of Queensland Treasury. There is no 
warranty implied or expressed regarding the accuracy or completeness of the data. The data has been compiled for information and convenience only,and it is the responsibility of the 
user to verify all information before placing reliance on it.  This is not a legal document and is published for information and convenience  only. The Townsville City Council takes no 
responsibility for any errors or omissions hereinor for any acts that may occur due to its use. 
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AREA 
 
Townsville City covers an area of 3,736 km2 
which represents 0.2 per cent of the total area 
of the State (1,734,190 km2).  
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POPULATION  
 

  
As at 30 June 2008, the estimated resident population  
for the Townsville Local Government Area was 175,542  
people, an increase of 5,134  people or 3% over the year.  
 
This compares with an increase of 5130 people  
or 3.1% for the year to 30 June 2007. 

. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Source: Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2007-08 (cat. no. 3218.0) 
The estimates in the above table are final for 2003 to 2006 and revised for  
2007 (denoted 2007r) to align with new June 2007 state totals which were 
released in September 2008 issue of Australian Demographic Statistics  
(ABS cat. no.3101.0). Estimates for 2008 are preliminary (denoted 2008p). 

 
(a) Average annual growth rate. 
(a) Average annual growth rate. 

 
(a) Average annual growth rate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Estimated Resident Population Townsville City and Queensland,  
30 June 2003 - 2008p 

Change 

Year Number 
Year to 30 

June Number Percent 

2003 151,720       

2004 155,367 2004 3647 2.40% 

2005 160,220 2005 4853 3.10% 

2006 165,278 2006 5058 3.20% 

2007r 170,408 2007r 5130 3.10% 

2008p 175,542 2008p 5134 3.00% 

2003-08p     2003-08p 3.00% 

Estimated Resident Population (ERP) is derived from census usual 
residence counts, by making three adjustments: (a) an adjustment for 
people in Australia at the time of the Census who were not counted; 
(b) inclusion of an estimated number of Australian residents who were 
temporarily overseas on Census night, and (c) an adjustment for 
births, deaths and migration between 30 June and the Census date 
(8 August 2006). 
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FUTURE TRENDS  

 

Projections published by the Department of Local Government and Planning in 2006 indicate that the population of the new Townsville City 
will increase from 144,789 in 2001 to 220,136 in 2026.  

The annual average growth rate between 2001 and 2026 in the new Townsville City is projected to be 1.7 per cent. This compares with an  
annual average growth rate of 1.7 per cent for the State. As a result, Townsville's share of Queensland's population is projected to be 3.9  
per cent in 2026 compared with 4.0 per cent in 2001.  

 
 

 

Population projections, Townsville City and Queensland, 2011 to 2031 

  Townsville         

Year Low Medium High Five Years to 30- Jun Average Annual Change ( medium series) 

            

2011 187,441 191,329 196,145 2011 3.0% 

            

2016 210,078 218,660 229,941 2016 2.7% 

            

2021 226,401 239,619 257,722 2021 1.8% 

            

2026 238,451 255,986 280,736 2026 1.3% 

            

2031 248,487 270,500 302,044 2031 1.1% 

 

 

Note: Future Trends data is not comparable to Estimated Resident Population (ERP) due to ERP using more up to date/revised data.  

Source: State and Statistical Divisions: Queensland Government, Queensland Government Population Projections (2006 edition).  
LGA: Department of Local Government and Planning, Queensland's Future Population (2006 edition), 2001 Geographical Boundaries 
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TOWNSVILLE STATE SUBURBS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Some suburbs with a very low population count are not listed.  

 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing, Community Profile Series (Cat No: 2001.0) (Based on place of usual residence.) 

 

 
Table: Townsville State Suburbs - Census 2006 – Population 
 

Suburb People 

% of 
Townsville 
Population Suburb People 

% of 
Townsville 
Population Suburb People 

% of 
Townsville 
Population 

Aitkenvale 4839 3.1 Gulliver 2870 1.9 Picnic Bay 359 0.2 

Alice River 1674 1.1 Gumlow 355 0.2 Pimlico 2288 1.5 

Alligator Creek 1433 0.9 Heatley 4269 2.8 Railway Estate 2809 1.8 

Annandale 9298 6.0 Hermit Park 3445 2.2 Rangewood 1208 0.8 

Arcadia 258 0.2 Horseshoe Bay 484 0.3 Rasmussen 4161 2.7 

Balgal Beach 723 0.5 Hyde Park 1187 0.8 Rollingstone 195 0.1 

Belgian Gardens 2251 1.5 Idalia 1911 1.2 Rosslea 1444 0.9 

Black River 1479 1.0 Jensen 1259 0.8 Rowes Bay 574 0.4 

Bluewater 701 0.5 Kelso 8699 5.6 Saunders Beach 407 0.3 

Bluewater Park 961 0.6 Kirwan 20930 13.5 South Townsville 1913 1.2 

Bohle 211 0.1 Mount Louisa 5320 3.4 Stuart 1233 0.8 

Burdell 922 0.6 Mount Low 1311 0.8 Thuringowa Central 2173 1.4 

Bushland Beach 2619 1.7 Mount Stuart 802 0.5 Toolakea 205 0.1 

Cape Cleveland 124 0.1 Mundingburra 3727 2.4 Toomulla 141 0.1 

Castle Hill 446 0.3 Mysterton 1032 0.7 Townsville City 1988 1.3 

Cluden 455 0.3 Nelly Bay 973 0.6 Vincent 2591 1.7 

Condon 5683 3.7 Nome 1050 0.7 West End 3662 2.4 

Cranbrook 6276 4.1 North Ward 4683 3.0 West Point 35 0.0 

Cungulla 246 0.2 Oak Valley 436 0.3 Woodstock 425 0.3 

Currajong 2610 1.7 Oonoonba 1174 0.8 Wulguru 4918 3.2 

Deeragun 2626 1.7 Pallarenda 1027 0.7 Yabulu 603 0.4 

Douglas 5993 3.9 Paluma 142 0.1    

Garbutt 2390 1.5       

            TOTAL 154636 100.0 
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PEOPLE AGE BY SEX 
 

 
In the 2006 Census (held on August 8 2006), 21.7% of people, usually resident in Townsville City, were children aged between 0 to14 
years, compared with Queensland where 20.7%, were aged 0 to 14 years.  For Townsville City 18.9% of people were aged 55 years and 
over, compared with Queensland where 23.6 %, were aged 55 years and above. 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
(a) Based on place of usual residence.    
   
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing, Community Profile Series (Cat No: 2001.0) 

 

 
 

 

 
People by Age by Sex 
 

  Townsville Queensland  

  Males Females People 
% of Total 

people Males Females People 
% of Total 

people 

Total people 77,757 76,870 154,627 100 1,935,381 1,969,153 3,904,534 100 

         

Age groups:         

0-4 years 5,494 5,317 10,811 7 132,171 124,909 257,080 6.6 

5-14 years 11,778 10,923 22,701 14.7 281,714 267,742 549,456 14.1 

15-19 years 6,037 6,026 12,063 7.8 138,175 132,124 270,299 6.9 

20-24 years 6,794 6,390 13,184 8.5 135,241 133,661 268,902 6.9 

25-34 years 11,553 11,526 23,079 14.9 258,405 265,192 523,597 13.4 

35-44 years 11,352 11,560 22,912 14.8 280,410 295,158 575,568 14.7 

45-54 years 10,437 10,267 20,704 13.4 265,750 273,434 539,184 13.8 

55-64 years 7,710 7,073 14,783 9.6 220,859 216,694 437,553 11.2 

65-74 years 3,970 4,010 7,980 5.2 129,382 130,044 259,426 6.6 

75-84 years 2,102 2,704 4,806 3.1 74,092 92,717 166,809 4.3 

85 years and over 530 1,074 1,604 1 19,182 37,475 56,657 1.5 
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ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE  
 

At the time of the 2006 Census, there were 8,526 Townsville City residents who stated that they were Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
people. Townsville’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people comprised 5.5 per cent of the total population (compared with 3.3 per cent 
for Queensland).  

Of the 8,526 people who stated that they were of Indigenous origin, 6,054 people stated that they were of Aboriginal origin, 1,516 people 
stated that they were of Torres Strait Islander origin, and 956 people stated that they were of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
origin.  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(a) Based on place of usual residence  

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Indigenous Profile - Cat. 2002.0  

 
 
 

 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and the total population, Townsville City and Queensland, 
2006 
 

Townsville         Queensland   

number per cent  number  per 
cent  

Aboriginal  6,054  3.9  98,716  2.5 

Torres Strait Islander  1,516  1.0 18,374  0.5 

Both Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander  956  0.6 10,488  0.3 

Total Indigenous 8,526  5.5  127,578  3.3 

Non-indigenous  137,414  88.9  3,552,041  91  

Indigenous status not stated 8,688 5.6 224,913 5.7 

Total  154,628  100.0  3,904,532  100.0  
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SELECTED MEDIANS 
 

The following data is from the 2006 
Census of Population and Housing. 
 
Townsville City, with a median age  
of 33 years, has a younger population  
profile than that of Queensland.  
 
For Townsville, there is a larger  
proportion of the population aged 
under 15 and a smaller proportion 
aged over 65. 
 
Median household income is $67 
a week higher in Townsville City,  
than for Queensland. 
 
The proportion of Townsville people 
 living with a severe or profound  
disability is 3.5% compared with 4.0%  
of the Queensland population.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Source: Customised Basic Community Profile  
ABS 2006 Census of Population and Housing (based on place of usual residence) 

 
Median calculations - PLEASE NOTE – 
As this is a customised Basic Community Profile, medians have been calculated from confidentialised and pertebated Census data. Medians have been calculated based on the assumption of 
a uniform distribution between ranges. Care should be taken when using these figures. Median age of persons excludes overseas visitors. Median individual income is applicable to 
persons aged 15 years and over Median family income is applicable to occupied private dwellings. It excludes families where at least one member aged 15 years and over did not state an 
income and families where at least one member aged 15 years and over was temporarily absent on Census Night. Median household income is applicable to occupied private dwellings. It 
excludes households where at least one member aged 15 years and over did not state an income and household     

 
Selected Medians 
 

  Townsville Queensland 

Median Age  33 36 

   

% of population under  14  21.1% 20.2% 

   

% of population aged 65 and over  9.1% 12.2% 

   

% with profound or severe disability 3.5% 4.0% 

   

Median Income weekly (b)   

      Individual income $531 $476 

      Family Income $1,237 $1,154 

      Household Income $1,101 $1,033 

   

   

Average household size 2.8 2.6 
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TOWNSVILLE FAMILY COMPOSITION 
 
 
Despite an increase of 2,656 in the number of people in families with children, the proportion of people  
in ‘couples without children’ increased from 23.1% to 24.8% over the five years to 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics Census of Population and Housing, 2001, 2006  
(a) This data is based on place of enumeration. 

 
Family Composition (People) 

 
2006 

 
2001 

 
Change 2001-2006 

 

Townsville    

 
Couple family without children 28,879 24,970 

 
3,909 

 

Couple family with children 68,303 65,647 2,656 
 

One parent family 17,752 16,133 1,619 
 

Other family(a) 1,474 1,389 85 
 

Total members of families 116,408 108,139 8,269 
 

 
Couple family without children 28,879 24,970 

 
3,909 
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EMPLOYMENT CHARACTERISTICS 
 
 
During the week prior to the 2006 Census,  
79,850 people aged 15 years and over, who  
were usually resident in the new Townsville City,  
were in the labour force. Of these 64% were  
employed fulltime, 24.8% were employed part-time,  
6.61% were employed but away from work  
and 4.4% were unemployed.   
 
There were 33,326 usual residents  
aged 15 years and over who were not in the  
labour force. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(a) Applicable to people aged 15 years and over.   
(b) 'Employed, worked full-time' is defined as having worked 35 hours  
       or more in all jobs during the week prior to Census Night. 
(c) Includes employed people who did not state their hours worked.   
(d) The number of unemployed people expressed as a percentage  
      of the total labour force.   
(e) The number of people in the labour force expressed as a  
      percentage of people aged 15 years and over. 
(f) The number of employed people expressed as a percentage of people  
     aged 15 years and over.  

 

 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing,  
Community Profile Series (Cat No: 2001.0)  

Characteristics Townsville  
 
Queensland 
  

Based on place of usual residence People 
Based on place of 
usual residence 

   

People aged 15 years and over 121,120 3,097,998 

Labour force status(a):     

Employed, worked full-time(b) 51,262 1,180,889 

Employed, worked part-time 19,797 530,501 

Employed, away from work(c) 5,278 113,607 

Unemployed, looking for work 3,513 90,951 

Total labour force 79,850 1,915,948 

      

Not in the labour force 33,326 971,829 

      

Unemployment rate(d) 4.4% 4.8 

Labour force participation rate(e) 65.9% 61.8 

Employment to population rate(f) 63.0% 58.9 
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BUILDING APPROVALS 
 

In the year ended December 2008, there were 1,845 residential dwelling unit approvals in Townsville City Council. These approvals were 
valued at $553.0 million and represented 5.2 per cent of the overall total for the State. 
The value of non-residential building approvals in Townsville City Council in the year ended December 2008 was $332.9 million. This 
represented 3.9 per cent of the value of these approvals in Queensland. 
 
 
 

Residential and non-residential building approvals - Townsville City 

  

Dwelling 
Units  
in new 
residential 
buildings(a) 

Residential 
Building 
Value 

Total 
residential 
building 
Value (b) 

Total non-
residential 
building 
Value (b) 

Total 
building 
value(b) 

Proportion of 
total value 
that is 
residential{c} 

  $000 % 

Townsville 1,845 512,039 552,968 332,852 885,819 62.4 

         

Queensland 35,639 9,291,016 10,556,681 8,636,810 19,193,491 55.0% 

         

Townsville 
as a% of 
QLD  

5.2 5.5 5.2 3.9 4.6 .. 

 
 

 
. . = not applicable  
(a) Excludes alterations, additions and conversions. 
(b) Including alterations, additions and conversions. 
(c) Represents total residential building value as a proportion of total building value. 
Note: Based on ASGC 2006. 
Data for Reformed Local Government Area(s) are based on concorded Statistical Local Area data (ASGC 2006). The 
concordance is population based and has been derived from Planning Information and Forecasting Unit within the 
Department of Infrastructure and Planning. 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Building Approvals, Queensland (Cat. no. 8731.3)  
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SCHOOL STUDENTS  
 

For students attending a school in the new Townsville City, 64.9 per cent attended government schools and 35.1 per cent attended non-
government schools in the year 2006. The corresponding percentages for Queensland were 69.9 per cent of school students attended 
government schools and 30.1 per cent attended non-government schools.  
There were 11,057 students attending a government primary school (years 1 to 7) in the new Townsville City area and 5,199 students 
attending a non-government primary school. In secondary school (years 8 to 12) there were 6,626 government students and 4,664 non-
government students.  
 
 

 
School student numbers, Townsville City and Queensland, 2006 (a) (b) 
 

 Townsville Queensland 

 number  per cent  number  per cent  

Government      
Pre-school students  1,444  4.9  34,220  4.9 

Primary students (Years 1-7)  11,057  37.4  284,726  40.9 

Secondary students (Years 8-12)  6,626  22.4  165,285  23.7 

Special school students  85  0.3  2,921  0.4 

Total (c)  19,212  64.9  487,152  69.9 

Non-Government      
Pre-school students  511  1.7  10,156  1.5 

Primary students (Years 1-7)  5,199  17.6  104,705  15.0 

Secondary students (Years 8-12)  4,664  15.8  94,925  13.6 

Special school students  0  0.0  0  0.0 

Total (c)  10,374  35.1  209,786  30.1 

Total students (c)  29,586  100.0  696,938  100.0  

 
 
 
(a) Student numbers are based on LGA of the school's location and not of the student's place of residence.  
(b) Statistics are as at July or August of each year, for full-time students.  
(c) Totals exclude Preparatory Year (pre-year 1) school students. 
Source: Queensland Department of Education, Schools Census, Unpublished data, 2001 Geographical Boundaries  
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INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYMENT 
 
 

In the 2006 Census the most common industries  
of employment for people aged 15 years and  
over in the new Townsville City were: 
 
Public Administration and Safety 12.6%,  
 
Retail Trade 11%,  
 
Health care and Social Assistance 10.9%,  
 
Construction 9.9%, 
 
Manufacturing 8.2% and  
 
Education and Training 8%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(
a
)
  Employed people aged 15 years and over, based on place of usual residence 
Industry of employment was coded to the 2006 Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC) edition. This has replaced the 1993 ANZSIC edition. 
 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing, Community Profile Series 
(Cat No: 2001.0) 

 
Industry of Employment by People 
 

Industry of Employment Townsville Queensland 

  People(a) Percent Persons(a) Percent 
Agriculture, forestry & fishing 625 0.8 61,733 3.4 

Mining 1,985 2.6 30,724 1.7 

Manufacturing 6,256 8.2 180,211 9.9 

Electricity, gas, water & waste services 1,079 1.4 18,538 1.0 

Construction 7,561 9.9 164,937 9.0 

Wholesale trade 2,445 3.2 72,074 3.9 

Retail trade 8,377 11.0 212,423 11.6 

Accommodation & food services 5,188 6.8 127,631 7.0 

Transport, postal & warehousing 3,875 5.1 92,614 5.1 

Information media & telecommunications 1,250 1.6 26,346 1.4 

Financial & insurance services 1,360 1.8 52,039 2.9 

Rental, hiring & real estate services 1,351 1.8 37,976 2.1 

Professional, scientific & technical 
services 

3,249 4.3 102,418 5.6 

Administrative & support services 2,170 2.8 55,704 3.1 

Public administration & safety 9,603 12.6 122,418 6.7 

Education & training 6,110 8.0 139,092 7.6 

Health care & social assistance 8,340 10.9 186,332 10.2 

Arts & recreation services 975 1.3 24,629 1.3 

Other services 2,699 3.5 68,362 3.7 

     0.0 

Inadequately described/Not stated 1,836 2.4 48,800 2.7 

      

Total 76,334 100.0 1,825,001 100.0 
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MEAN TAXABLE INCOME OF TAXPAYERS 

 
 
Statistics from the Australian Taxation Office show that the mean taxable income of taxpayers in the new Townsville City for the 2004-05 
financial year was $43,055. This figure was $961 more than the equivalent Queensland figure ($42,094). 
  
 
 
 

 

 
Mean Taxable Income of Taxpayers, Townsville City and Queensland 2004-2005 
 
  

Townsville 
 

Queensland 
 

 
Taxable (People)  

 
72,819 

  
1,763,485 

 

 
Taxable income ($millions) 

 
 3,135.2 

  
74,232.3 

 
 
Mean taxable income ($) 
 

43,055 42,094 

 
 
 
Source: Australian Taxation Office, Unpublished data, 2001 Geographical Boundaries  
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CORE ACTIVITY NEED FOR ASSISTANCE 
 

The 'Core Activity Need for Assistance' variable has been developed to measure the number of people with a profound or severe disability. 
People with a profound or severe disability are  defined as needing help or assistance in one or more of the three core activity areas of self-
care, mobility and communication because of a disability, long term health condition (lasting six months or more), or old age.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(a) Based on place of usual residence 

 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing, Community Profile Series (Cat No: 2001.0) 
 
 

 
Core Activity Need for Assistance 
 

 
Townsville 

 
 

 
Queensland 

 

 

Need for 
Assistance 

percent Total 
People 

 Need for 
Assistance 

percent Total 
People 

0-4 years 94 0.9 10,811  2,199 0.9 257,079 

5-14 years 432 1.9 22,700  11,443 2.1 549,455 

15-19 years 154 1.3 12,063  4,294 1.6 270,301 

20-24 years 129 1.0 13,182  3,443 1.3 268,903 

25-34 years 296 1.3 23,079  6,874 1.3 523,597 

35-44 years 433 1.9 22,913  10,758 1.9 575,569 

45-54 years 555 2.7 20,705  15,347 2.8 539,186 

55-64 years 834 5.6 14,784  22,348 5.1 437,552 

65-74 years 615 7.7 7,980  19,041 7.3 259,425 

75-84 years 1,070 22.2 4,809  32,758 19.6 166,809 

85 years and 
over 

805 
50.2 

1,604  26,202 46.2 56,657 

        

Total 5,417 3.5 154,630  154,707 4.0 3,904,533 
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VOLUNTARY WORK 
 
 
During the twelve months prior to the 2006 Census 
17.8% of the people usually resident in the new  
Townsville City, aged 15 years and above,  
spent time doing voluntary work.  
 
The comparable percentage for volunteer work for 
Queensland residents was 18.3%. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

(a) The 'Voluntary Work for an Organisation or Group' variable records people who  
spent time doing unpaid voluntary work through an organisation or group, in the twelve  
months prior to Census Night. Count of people aged 15 years and over.  
Based on place of usual residence 
 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing,  
Community Profile Series (Cat No: 2001.0) 

 

 
 

 
Voluntary Work for an Organisation or Group(a) by Age 
  

Townsville City Volunteer Not a volunteer 
Voluntary work 

not stated 

 
 

Total 
 

 

    PEOPLE     

     

15-19 years 1,947 8,608 1,508 12,063 

20-24 years 2,088 9,947 1,147 13,182 

25-34 years 3,353 17,778 1,949 23,080 

35-44 years 4,796 16,320 1,799 22,915 

45-54 years 4,214 14,867 1,625 20,706 

55-64 years 2,994 10,614 1,174 14,782 

65-74 years 1,582 5,312 1,085 7,979 

75-84 years 552 3,244 1,012 4,808 

85 years and over 44 1,164 396 1,604 

Total Townsville 21,570 87,854 11,695 121,119 

     

Total Queensland 568,230 2,233,197 296,569 3,097,996 
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COUNTRY OF BIRTH   
 

 
Country of Birth by Person 
 

 Townsville Queensland 

Country number percent number percent 

Australia 126,215 81.6 2,935,260 75.2 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 21 0.0 3,273 0.1 

Canada 320 0.2 7,421 0.2 

China (excl. SARs and Taiwan 
Province)(b) 

194 0.1 15,059 0.4 

Croatia 36 0.0 3,859 0.1 

Egypt 35 0.0 1,787 0.0 

Fiji 209 0.1 8,948 0.2 

Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM) 

11 0.0 851 0.0 

Germany 657 0.4 20,114 0.5 

Greece 131 0.1 4,109 0.1 

Hong Kong (SAR of China)(b) 82 0.1 7,829 0.2 

India 307 0.2 10,975 0.3 

Indonesia 133 0.1 5,310 0.1 

Iraq 24 0.0 722 0.0 

Ireland 208 0.1 7,658 0.2 

Italy 427 0.3 13,999 0.4 

Japan 83 0.1 8,594 0.2 

Korea, Republic of (South) 93 0.1 7,637 0.2 

Lebanon 15 0.0 1,255 0.0 

Malaysia 308 0.2 9,608 0.2 

Malta 47 0.0 2,781 0.1 

Netherlands 385 0.2 15,261 0.4 

New Zealand 3,420 2.2 148,760 3.8 

Papua New Guinea 709 0.5 12,589 0.3 

Philippines 671 0.4 18,707 0.5 

Poland 95 0.1 5,069 0.1 

Singapore 121 0.1 4,901 0.1 

South Africa 613 0.4 22,709 0.6 

South Eastern Europe, nfd(c) 49 0.0 3,920 0.1 

Sri Lanka 116 0.1 4,806 0.1 

Thailand 144 0.1 4,510 0.1 

Turkey 4 0.0 1,127 0.0 

United Kingdom(d) 5,386 3.5 193,059 4.9 

United States of America 456 0.3 12,200 0.3 

Viet Nam 113 0.1 13,083 0.3 

Born elsewhere(e) 2,375 1.5 96,954 2.5 

Country of birth not stated 10,415 6.7 269,829 6.9 

       

Total 154,628 100.0 3,904,533 100.0 

Community Profile Series 2006 Census of Population & Housing (place of usual residence)  

(a) This list of countries consists of the most common 35 Country of Birth responses reported in the 2001 Census.   

(b) Special Administrative Regions (SARs) comprise 'Hong Kong (SAR of China)' and 'Macau (SAR of China)'.    

(c) Includes people who stated their birthplace as Yugoslavia.     

(d) Comprises 'United Kingdom, nfd', 'Channel Islands', 'England', 'Isle of Man', 'Northern Ireland', 'Scotland' and 'Wales'.   

(e) Includes countries not identified individually, 'Australian External Territories', 'Inadequately described', 'At sea' and 'Not elsewhere classified'. 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing, Community Profile Series (Cat No; 2001.0) 
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LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census of Population & Housing, Community Profile Series (Cat No; 2001.0) (place of usual residence) 

 
Language Spoken at Home 
 

 Townsville Queensland 

  people percent people percent 

Speaks English only 138,221 89.4 3,371,684 86.4 

Speaks other language:     

Arabic 107 0.1 7,285 0.2 

Australian Indigenous 
Languages  

419 0.3 12,010 0.3 

Chinese languages:     

Cantonese 288 0.2 19,625 0.5 

Mandarin 179 0.1 24,445 0.6 

Other(b) 33 0.0 2,514 0.1 

Total 500 0.3 46,584 1.2 

Croatian 42 0.0 4,359 0.1 

Dutch 186 0.1 7,700 0.2 

Filipino (excludes 
Tagalog)(c) 

181 0.1 5,023 0.1 

French 207 0.1 7,529 0.2 

German 450 0.3 14,741 0.4 

Greek 389 0.3 10,995 0.3 

Hindi 124 0.1 7,956 0.2 

Hungarian 25 0.0 2,874 0.1 

Indonesian 93 0.1 3,240 0.1 

Iranic languages:     

Persian (excluding Dari) 61 0.0 1,895 0.0 

Dari 0 0.0 704 0.0 

Other(d) 4 0.0 355 0.0 

Total 65 0.0 2,954 0.1 

Italian 864 0.6 22,030 0.6 

Japanese 104 0.1 10,217 0.3 

Khmer 0 0.0 1,454 0.0 

Korean 90 0.1 7,369 0.2 

Macedonian 7 0.0 1,144 0.0 

Maltese 27 0.0 1,521 0.0 

Polish 63 0.0 4,997 0.1 

Portuguese 58 0.0 2,650 0.1 

Russian 71 0.0 3,340 0.1 

Samoan 50 0.0 9,369 0.2 

Serbian 15 0.0 4,035 0.1 

Sinhalese 68 0.0 2,246 0.1 

Spanish 310 0.2 11,298 0.3 

Tagalog (excludes 
Filipino)(c) 

267 0.2 6,754 0.2 

Tamil 48 0.0 1,679 0.0 

Turkish 4 0.0 1,581 0.0 

Vietnamese 157 0.1 17,144 0.4 

Other(e) 2,199 1.4 61,018 1.6 

Total 7,190 4.6 303,096 7.8 

Language spoken at home 
not stated 

9,219 6.0 229,754 5.9 

Total 154,630 100.0 3,904,534 100.0 

(a) This list of languages consists of the most common Language Spoken at Home responses reported in the 2001 Census.  

(b) Comprises 'Chinese, nfd', 'Hakka', 'Hokkien', 'Teochew', 'Wu' and 'Chinese, nec'.  

(c) In 2006 'Tagalog' and 'Filipino'  have been identified individually, in 2001 they were classed as one language. 

(d) Comprises 'Iranic, nfd', 'Kurdish', 'Pashto', 'Balochi' and 'Iranic, nec'.   
(e) Comprises languages not identified individually, 'Inadequately described' and 'Non-verbal, so described'. 


