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This Inspiration Guideline supports the delivery of key outcomes within the Townsville City Waterfront Priority Development Area 
(PDA) Development Scheme for development in Area A (Townsville City Council)1. The guideline provides an understanding of how 
the outcomes combine to define  the desired delivery for the PDA and aid the delivery of priority projects identified in the Townsville 
Master Planning Strategic Analysis prepared by Pure Projects. 

The primary objective of this guideline is to provide an overview of the intent and inspiration behind the PDA, and to ensure a high 
level of quality and design for our community to engage with. 

The Townsville City Waterfront Priority Development Area Design Guideline will provide the additional information and direction for 
all stakeholders to deliver consistent quality development, public realm, pedestrian connectivity and a redefined focus toward the 
Waterfront within the PDA. 

This guideline should be read as a whole and in conjunction with the PDA Development Scheme, The Townsville City Waterfront 
Priority Development Area Design Guideline and other relevant PDA guidelines and practice notes.

1 Refer to Townsville City Waterfront Priority Development Area Development Scheme Schedule 5 available at
www.townsville.qld.gov.au or www.dsdmip.gov.au.
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Purpose

COOLER  SHADE  GREEN  RECREATION  VIBRANT  ACCESSIBILITY  CULTURE  USABILITY 
ACTIVATION CONTINUITY INCLUSIVE PROSPEROUS  ATMOSPHERE EXPERIENCES  DESTINATION

IMPROVED CITY IMAGE, LIVABILITY + LIFESTYLE PROUD COMMUNITY + STRONG IDENTITY
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SLOW URBAN SPRAWL

IMPROVED HEALTH + 
WELL BEING

HAPPIER RESIDENTS

ATTRACT MORE RESIDENTS

VISITATION + OCCUPY + STAY + PLAY

REDUCE ONGOING 
INFRASTRUCTURE COSTS

SUSTAINABILITY

IMPROVED NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT + ECOLOGY

NATIVE FAUNA

UNIQUE, ATTRACTIVE + CLIMATE 
RESPONSIVE BUILT FORM

ENCOURAGE INFILL + DENSITY

IMPROVED SAFETY

REDUCED CRIME

IMPROVED SAFETY

IMPROVED BUSINESS VIABILITY

IMPROVED ECONOMY

IMPROVED JOB PROSPECTS

DESIGN PLACES PEOPLE WANT TO BE

The diagram below provides an explanation of the key issues, 
solutions and preferred outcomes of the PDA.
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Strategy Connection

DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

CHARACTER URBAN CLIMATE HERITAGE PEOPLE SUSTAINABLE

BUILT FORM      
PUBLIC REALM      

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT   
WAYFINDING   

LIGHTING    
ART    

GREEN ENGINEERING    
MARINE PLANTS   

TOWNSVILLE CITY WATERFRONT PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREA INSPIRATION GUIDELINE

TOWNSVILLE CITY WATERFRONT PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREA DESIGN GUIDELINE

TOWNSVILLE CITY WATERFRONT PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREA DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

The diagram below identifies the connection between the 
Guiding Principles and the Design Principles of the Townsville City 
Waterfront PDA Design Guideline.



Townsville City Waterfront Priority Development Area Inspiration Guideline6

RAIL – Precinct 1
THEME

Interesting Reflection Shade Lighting Inclusive Re-purposed Trees

Destination Interpretation Atmosphere Materiality Connection Placemaking GreeningGreen Walls
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THEME

RAIL – Precinct 1 Identity Deep Shade Lighting Interpretation Passive Design Sense of Place Texture Interactive Natural

Stormwater Management Connectivity Materiality Entertainment Green Open Space Activation Landscaping
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RAIL – Precinct 1 Climate Responsive Built Form Up LightingDestination Cultural Interesting Trees Deep Shade

Green WallGreen SpaceArtistic LightingConnectivityArtefactsActivationInteraction Creek Engagement EntertainmentPavement Treatment

THEME
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NATURAL  – Precinct 1 Attractive Form

Creek Engagement

Wayfinding Marine Plants Lighting Articulation Awnings Interesting Shade

Natural Usability Materiality Connectivity Comfort Active Frontage

THEME
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NATURAL  – Precinct 1

Place MarkersArtefacts Artefacts

Climate Responsive Contextual Identity Place Identity Natural Biodiversity Interesting Form

Green Open Space Lifestyle Flexibility Leisure Connectivity Shade

THEME
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NATURAL – Precinct 2

Shade

Creek Engagement Distinctive Creative Natural Educational

Occupy Safety Environment Protection Ecology Improvement Connected

THEME
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COMMUNITY – Precinct 3 Entertainment Creek Engagement Activity Public Art Natural Identity Shade

Activation Interactive Flexibility Gathering Greening AttractionPavement Treatment Climate Responsive

THEME
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COMMUNITY – Precinct 3 Trees Interesting Identity Wayfinding Natural Light Materiality Lighting Responsive Built Form

Lighting Iconic Footpath Treatment Connectivity Inclusive DestinationLifestyle

Health

Green Integration Activation

THEME
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COMMUNITY – Precinct 4 Attractive Form Shade Identifiable People Visual Connection Natural Shade Lighting Wayfinding

Visual Connection Activation Informative Natural Connectivity Green Open SpaceMaterialityTemporary Activation

THEME
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COMMUNITY – Precinct 4 Lighting Visual Connections ActivityNatural

Informative ActivityKey Hub Shade Recreation Destinations ConnectivityStreetscape Green Open Space TransportLandscapingWayfinding

Interactive

THEME
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MARITIME – Precinct 4 Unique Shade Interactive Lighting Interest Green Articulation Iconic

Water Connection Green Wall Materiality Destination Connectivity LandscapingOccupyRe-invigorate

THEME
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MARITIME – Precinct 4 Interactive Heritage Reflection Development Opportunities Integrated ArtIntegrated Green Destination

People ConnectedShade InteractiveWater Engagement NaturalMaterialityImproved Ecology

THEME
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MARITIME – Precinct 5 Informative Lighting Green Shade Feature Lighting Materiality Place Influence Shade Wayfinding

Marina Visual Connection Inclusive Connectivity Art Identity Comfort DestinationActive FrontageGreen Wall Activation

Interaction

THEME
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MARITIME – Precinct 5 Climate Responsive Green Integrated Key Node Greening Feature Lighting Entry StatementIdentity MarkerInteresting Forms

Precinct Markers ShadeActive Frontage ConnectivityArticulation Feature Lighting InvitingFootpath TreatmentStormwaterPublic Space Visual Connection

THEME
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