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MAGNETIC ISLAND: 
INVESTING IN A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Issue 6, January 2026

Sooning Street  
Blackspot Roadworks
Construction of the Sooning Street 
Blackspot Roadworks between Kirk 
Street and Osborne Court in Nelly Bay is 
now complete. Line marking is scheduled 
for January 2026. This important safety 
project included the installation of a 
flat-top concrete platform and minor 
road improvements designed to slow 
traffic and reduce the risk of accidents 
in the area. These works form part of 
Council’s commitment to improving road 
safety for Island residents and visitors. 2

Reminder: Magnetic Island Project Update is Going Digital
Thank you to the residents who have already switched to digital! To help  
reduce the environmental impact of printed newsletters, we encourage  
everyone to take a digital-first approach in 2026. You can scan the QR code  
to join our email list. If you would prefer to continue receiving printed  
copies, please email us at cityprojects@townsville.qld.gov.au to let us know.

We’re excited to kick off 2026 with plenty of progress 
across Magnetic Island. In this issue, you’ll find updates 
on key projects, upcoming works, and how we’re working 
together to keep the island connected. From infrastructure 
improvements to environmental initiatives, there’s a lot 
happening, and we’re here to keep you informed. Thank you 
for your continued support and involvement as we deliver 
projects that make a real difference for our community. 

Gustav Creek Restoration Work 
Update (Sooning Street Bridge) 
Council has received planning approval to begin 
construction of the Sooning Street Bridge over Gustav 
Creek. This follows delays caused by the record-breaking 
wet season and making sure we meet our environmental 
responsibilities such as fishways and mangrove 
protections. In December 2025, machinery and equipment 
arrived by barge and were transported to the project site 
under oversized load escort, including 28 piles measuring 
18 metres each. Installation of these piles will begin in 
January 2026. BMD Constructions are delivering these 
works on behalf of Council. We will continue to work with 
the Island community to minimise any inconvenience 
over the coming months. BMD paused mobilisation 
activities at the end of the 2025 school year to allow the 
Magnetic Island State School (MISS) students and families 
to celebrate their graduation day without interruption. 
Congratulations to MISS graduating class of 2025!

Further updates will be shared with the community 
as construction progresses. For more information 
visit townsville.qld.gov.au and search ‘Gustav 
Creek Structure Restoration Work’. 1
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Back to Basics – Keeping Spaces Clean and Green
In 2025, Council worked hard to keep the Island’s spaces 
clean, safe, and welcoming. We maintained 311,153 m² of 
parks with regular mowing and brush cutting, ensuring green 
spaces stayed inviting for relaxation and recreation. 
Across 13 BBQ facilities, we completed 4,732 cleans, so families and 
friends could enjoy gatherings in well-maintained areas all year round. 
Every effort contributes to a cleaner, greener, and more enjoyable 
community for residents and visitors alike. In the year ahead, Council 
will continue working tirelessly to ensure the Island’s open spaces 
remain clean, safe, and welcoming for everyone. Getting back to basics 
will be a key priority for Townsville City Council leading into 2026.

Petersen Creek Environmental 
Works Completed 
Council recently partnered with the Magnetic 
Island Community Development Association 
to deliver environmental works along 
Petersen Creek in Arcadia, protecting and 
enhancing this unique natural area.
The project focused on restoring soil health, 
building resilience, and nurturing biodiversity by 
installing natural fibre erosion control, mulching, 
and planting a diverse mix of local native species. 
These efforts were carried out in preparation 
for the upcoming wet season to help stabilise 
the creek bank and support local ecosystems. 

Picnic Bay Reservoir 
Construction Completed 
The Picnic Bay Reservoir upgrade project 
has been successfully completed, 
ensuring the long-term reliability 
and safety of the water supply for 
the Magnetic Island community. 
The works included a full roof 
replacement, structural upgrades, and 
improved access for maintenance. 
Construction and commissioning 
are now finalised, and the reservoir 
will return to service this month.

Securing Future Food for 
Magnetic Island’s Koalas 
Council was proud to support Magnetic 
Island State School students in their 
partnership with the Magnetic Island 
Koala Hospital to plant 190 eucalyptus 
trees at the school. The newly planted 
trees will provide a vital food source 
for sick and injured koalas cared for 
at the Koala Hospital. The plantation 
includes a mix of koala-friendly species 
such as Red Gum, Tallowwood, Blue 
Gum, Pink Bloodwood, and the koala 
favourite, Eucalyptus robusta. The 
trees will also create safe habitats 
for local koalas, offering shade, 
supporting healthy ecosystems, 
and helping prevent soil erosion. 
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Improving Road Safety: Slope Works Starting Soon
Council will begin addressing four slopes along key roads on 
Magnetic Island to improve safety and reliability. Two slopes are 
on Arcadia/Magnetic Island Road and two on Horseshoe Bay Road. 
These areas may pose a hazard during heavy rain or cyclones, 
potentially increasing the risk of landslides and road closures. 
Council has engaged a design consultant to complete a risk 
assessment and detailed design for remediation over the next 10 
months. This proactive work will help protect residents, visitors, and 
emergency access, while reducing future costs and environmental 
impacts. More information will be shared as the project progresses.

Major Amendment Commenced 
The Major Amendment 2025 (formerly referred to as Package 1 
Major Amendment) to the Planning Scheme commenced on  
8 December 2025. A webpage is now available to provide detailed 
information about the amendment, including what it means for 
the community and how you can stay informed. We encourage 
residents and stakeholders to visit Council’s website and search for 
‘Major Amendment 2025’ to access the new information page.
Read more: planning.townsville.qld.gov.au/
townsville-city-plan/notices-of-adoption-of-
townsville-city-plan/major-amendment-2025

https://www.planning.townsville.qld.gov.au/townsville-city-plan/notices-of-adoption-of-townsville-city-plan/major-amendment-2025
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Maintenance Dredging at Nelly Bay Harbour 
In 2025, Council postponed maintenance dredging in Nelly Bay Harbour 
to prioritise major road and bridge repairs after the damaging 2025 wet 
season. Since then, options for managing dredged material have been 
reassessed, including exploring sea placement as a potential alternative. 
To help guide this process, Council invited community feedback through 
a Have Your Say survey from 16 November to 7 December 2025. Thank 
you to everyone who participated. This feedback is being considered as 
part of ongoing work to explore sea placement as an option. The use of 
Council’s site at Kelly Street in Nelly Bay remains the current approved 
option with the required permits and approvals in place. Please visit 
the Have your Say website to read the survey report (haveyoursay.
townsville.qld.gov.au/nelly-bay-harbour).
In the new year, Council will also share responses to some of the 
common themes raised in survey responses – check Council’s  
project page for updates by searching ‘Maintenance Dredging  
at Nelly Bay Harbour’.

New Amenities Open 
at Picnic Bay 
The Picnic Bay amenities block upgrade 
is now complete and open to residents 
and visitors alike. The modern, 
architecturally designed public amenities 
block replaces the previous 1980s 
structure. This upgrade was shaped 
by community feedback and delivers a 
fully accessible facility. The new space 
also features a mural titled Maggie, by 
local artist Gema Fernandez Cabezas, 
turning the building into a vibrant piece 
of public art for everyone to enjoy. 3 

Water Quality Checks 
Give Thumbs Up 
Council has numerous water quality 
monitoring programs across the Local 
Government Area. On Magnetic Island, 
Arcadia has two main catchments – Alma 
Creek and Petersen Creek – which flow 
into Alma Bay and Geoffrey Bay before 
reaching the Coral Sea. Water quality 
monitoring began in May 2025 to assess 
nutrient levels in the water. To date 
both Alma Bay and Geoffrey Bay are 
confirmed as fit for swimming and water 
recreational activities. These checks give 
locals and visitors peace of mind that our 
beautiful bays remain ready to enjoy.

Ride Smart with  
ARIO Scooters on 
Magnetic Island
Whether you’re a resident 
or a visitor, ARIO e-scooters 
offer a convenient and 
eco-friendly way to get 
around. When you finish 
your ride, remember to use 
the ARIO app to find the 
best designated parking 
spots. Parking in the right 
place keeps the Island tidy, 
makes e-scooters easy to 
find for the next rider, and 
ensures our shared spaces 
like footpaths remain safe 
for everyone. It’s a simple 
step that makes a big 
difference. So, before you 
end your journey, open the 
app, check the map, and 
park responsibly. If your 
hired e-scooter runs out of 
battery, park it responsibly, 
end the ride in the app, and 
report the incident with 
Ario at feedback@ario.com

Nelly Bay Guardrail Update 
The design for the Nelly Bay Guardrail 
is now complete, and Council is 
preparing to issue tender documents 
to the market in January 2026. The 
upgrade will help enhance road safety 
for residents and visitors, ensuring a 
more secure and reliable route through 
the area. Stay tuned for updates as the 
project moves into the next stage. 

Kerbside Hard 
Waste Collection 
Magnetic Island residents 
can now book a spot for the 
upcoming Kerbside Hard Waste 
Collection, scheduled for 23 
February 2026.  
This is a great opportunity to 
dispose of bulky household 
items that can’t go in your 
regular bin. Bookings are 
essential, so secure your spot 
early to avoid missing out. 
If you have good-quality 
items that could be reused, 
remember you can drop them 
off for free at the Magnetic 
Island Tip Shop all year round. 
Giving items a second life helps 
reduce waste and supports 
sustainability in our community. 
Search ‘Kerbside’ on Council’s 
website to find out more. 
Read more: townsville.qld.
gov.au/water-waste-and-
environment/waste-and-
recycling/bin-collection-
days/kerbside-collection
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Townsville City Council advises that all content is correct at time of printing.
All information is subject to change without notice. Townsville City Council © 2025.
1  This project is financed through the jointly funded Commonwealth-state Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA).
2  This project is funded by the Australian Government Black Spot Program.
3  This project is proudly funded by the Queensland Government’s Works for Queensland program.
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Magnetic Island New Year's Eve Celebrations
The countdown to New Year’s Eve is on! Where will you be as the clock  
strikes midnight?
Come Wednesday, 31 December, Townsville will be buzzing with excitement 
as we say goodbye to 2025, and hello to 2026.
With the night sky set to light up Nelly Bay, this year’s celebrations are not to 
be missed. For more information, please visit: whatson.townsville.qld.gov.
au/events/new-years-eve-celebrations

Christmas Operating Hours
Our customer service counters will be closed from 
Christmas Day 2025 to Friday 2 January 2026. Phones, 
emails, live chat, and mail services will also be closed 
on public holidays and will operate with limited 
staff during the same period. Thank you for your 
understanding, and we wish you a safe and happy 
holiday season.
For those wanting to do a run to the tip remember 
our transfer stations and landfills are only closed on 
Christmas Day, 25 December, and will operate regular 
hours on all other days over the Christmas/New Year 
period. As always, bins are collected 365 days of the 
year including public holidays so make sure to put 
your bins out when you normally would! Please note 
that as the first ferry isn’t until 8am on Christmas Day, 
collections may be a little later than normal.
For more information about our operating hours 
during the Christmas period visit our website and 
search ‘Christmas operating hours’.
Read more: townsville.qld.gov.au/community-
support/christmas-together/christmas- 
operating-hours/

Hours

Christmas

Illegal Camping on 
Magnetic Island 
Camping in Townsville, 
including Magnetic Island, 
is regulated through local 
laws. Council officers conduct 
proactive patrols to enforce 
these laws and in response to 
complaints of illegal camping 
on the island. Anyone who 
camps in a non-camping 
area, including on a road, 
park or beach, may be issued 
with a penalty infringement 
notice worth $333. 
Council has two designated 
Magnetic Island local law 
officers who routinely check 
on known illegal camping 
sites on Magnetic Island 
and respond to reports 
from the community. 
Members of the public 
are not advised to directly 
approach groups of illegal 
campers but can assist by 
calling Council on 13 48 10 
and providing information 
such as the time and 
place of illegal camping. 
Any anti-social behaviour 
should be reported to the 
Queensland Police Service.
For more information, 
please visit our website 
and search ‘camping’.
Read more: townsville.
qld.gov.au/facilities-and-
recreation/parks-beaches-
and-community-venues/
gardens-trails-and-
camping/camping-caravan-
and-rv-sites
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