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AUTHOR’S NOTE

This is not the definitive history of Paluma; | have limited my
retelling of the story of the Mt Spec-Paluma area from first
European cxploration to the 1950s.

The opporunity o gcher this slice of  history into ane
publication was initiated by a grant from the Environmental
Protection Agency with support from  Gat Copernun,
Thuringowa’s Herttage Services Officer, who provided back up
and extra tesearch from rhe Stare Archives, and Rav Berry
wha drew the map the Cry of Thoringowa.

The history s well dlusuared with photographs from the
Paluma Progress Association and my own collecrion.

I am indebted 1o those who have freely shared their stories of
Paluma with me over the Lust rwenty yeass.

I hipe my retelling portrays the Paluma they recalled, and 1
acknowledee that many stories remam to be told.




Foreword

it is imporrant {or all communidies, large and small, o retain a sense of history
That is why the Thuringowa City Cooncil has encouraged Iocal collections of oral

and wrirten records which chart the development of our region.

Ohd letrers and diaries, official documents and the memories of early settders and
their descendants bring life and colonr, as well 4 sense of community to places such

as Paluma.

Paluma must tate as one of the most artractive locations in Thuringowa, nestled in
a mainforest environment on the peak of a scenic coastal range. It & one of my

favourite places,

Now Linda Venn, through meticulous research shows how othets have been

attracred 1o Paluma during the firse 80 vears of Buropean sertdement.

The scope covers the original Aboriginal inhabitanes, the tin miners and timber

getters, farmers and others who lived or worked in the area.

There s also interesting detail about operatons during World War Two when United
States and Australian units at Paluma plaved an important role in the defence of our

Raicn.

I cormmensd Linda for her work and | am pleased thae this volume will add 1o the

histuicul record of our city and region.

e
Les Fyrell

Mayor of Thuringowa
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pHYSICAL LOCATION

The Mt Spee-Paluma area sits astride the boundaries of
Thuringowa City and the Dalrymple and Hinchinbrook
Shires. Tadays Paluma township, in an area originally called
Cloudy Clearing, is wholly within the boundaries of
Thuringowa City and has been uneffected by the chenges that
reduced the area of Thuringowa over time, {Vance & Copeman
1507, pp. 516} The Paluma Range, an offshoot of the Seaview
Range, forms the northewestern boundary of Thuringowa
Ciry. Crystal Creek, just o the north of Paluma, is
Thuringows’s northem boundary. The coustal plain ac this
point i onby abont five kilametres wide, The proximity of
Paluna Rarge to the sea results in the Mr Spec-Paluma area
receiving much heovier roinfoli than the rest of Thuringowa.
Ovance & Copennn 1997, p 3}

Land at the foor of the range wus firss tzken up a5 pastoral
leases. then small crops (particaiarly pineapples and sugar
cane! flourished as transport improved. By the time miness
wers moving east into the Paluma Range from Charrers
Towers and Ravenswood, the coastal plamn below was dotted
with serthers s far north as Crystal Creek. (Vance & Copeman
1997 .14}

PLACENAMES

Few Aboriginal placenmnes remain to commemorate the
presence of Paluma’s original inhabitants.  The local
Aboriginal name for the range (Nawogi linguistic group) is
Munan Gumbund or ‘Misty Mountain’.  Gumburn is che
pame pow given to the Catholic Enviionmental Education
Centre thar opened in Paluma in 1994, (Gumbury Environmental
Tdncation Centre Handbook 1000, p4)

The Paluma Shoals in Halifax Bay, the Paluma Range and
the township of Paluma are named for the HMS (sometimes
HMQS) Paluma, a Queensland colonial government survey
ship thar worked along the North Queensland coast in the
1880s and 1890s. Four vesscls huve bomne the name Paluma.
The link between the ships and Paluma continues roday,
almost 120 years on. The naval crew of the fourth HMAS
Palwma, a purpose-built survey vessel, was given freedom of
the City of Thuringowa in 2 weekend of celebrations in
October 1989, Their maiden posting was to Caims, from
where Paluma continued the work hegun by her namesake
aver 100 years ago.

The origiral Pahuna and her sister ship Gawmdah wete 400
Bp. steel gunboats built “ar Armstrong’s famouns yard™ (Daily
Tebegraph 23 Janoury 1889 in Newceastle on Tyne in 1884 at a cost
of 27750 p()unds cach. (Pixley 1948, p. 672; Feakes 1851, p¥5;
Austratasian Madrime Fisrorical Rociety M6 Seprember 1984, Personal
Communicarion}  Pixley gives the specifications of the gunboats
a5

Length 120 feet
Beum 26 feer
Drawght 9.5 feet

Displocement 360 tons {1946, 0. 678)
For their size, Palona and Gayundah were heavily armed, with
81X guns mounted and provisian for mvo more, {Pixley 1946,
b 678} In recognition of their firepower, Pafuma and
Gayundah were said ra be Aboriginal wards for thunder and

e

lightning 1espectively, though the language from which this
originates is not recarded. (Foakes 1931, p759) Their coal
carying capaciry was 75 tons, giving each a steamivg rnge of
700 tos 800 miles. Gayundah was laonched on 13 May 1884,
Pahema a few days later. Following ses frials in Septenber
1884, hotk sailed for Brishane, (Pixley 1946, pp. 67R.670)

By the time Paluma arrived in Brishane on 7 May 1885, the
threat of invasion had diminished following the signing of an
agreement betwesn: England and Russia only the day before,
{Austalasizn Maitime Hiseorical Society 26 Seprember 1984, Persorial
Clommunicetions Sundey Mail Magaiine 74 Movember 1968} Gaynmiah
remained fisted our as a gunboat, bur Palioma was iomedianedy
comverted to a coastal survey vessel. A decl-house replaced
the 6-inch gun on the quarter deck, and a work room replaced
the 8-inch gury (Pixdey 1946, p. 679 Paluma commenced survey
waork with rhe Roval Navy in June 1885, bused in Townsville,
Ower the next ten vears until March 1593 when she reverted
ro the Queensland Govermnent, Pabema made 2 valuabic
coptributian  to maritime  knowledge, working  from
Townsville among the reefs north to Cape York and south to
Whitsunday Island. tlack 1959, p. 137 Pixdey 1946, 715}

On a refitiing #rip sorgh in 1893, Paluma endured the
indignity of buing flung up into the grounds of the Botanic
Gurdens during a cyclone that caused grear loss of life and
property in Brisbane. {Acmitge 1972, pp. 62.63) The price to
refloat her was considerable, resulting in the Premier, Sir
Thomas Griffith, delaying his decision. Before a canal could
be dug, a second flood reflaared Paluma and she was towed
back to her meorings by the povernment steamer Advance,
{Feakes 1951, p.75; Pixtey 1946, p. T19)

Following Federation, the twin-screw gunboats Paluma and
Gavendah were part of Queensland’s contribution to the
formatian of the Australizn Naval Forces in 1901, The
gunboats were refitted with “modern S-inch BL. and 4.7
BLOFE gons onder the supervision of Licutenant-
Commander LAH. Beresford, CNE® (Feakes 1951, p 106} In
1911, both were still part of the Roval Aastralian Navy
Guyundah served ns 2 patrrol ship in the Firse World War, bt
was converrad 1o a gravel barge soon after, and was working
slong the Brishane River in 1946, {Pidey 1946, p718)

She finished ber days os a hulk on the foreshores of Redeliffe.
Paluma also had a kss-thon-noble end, being broken up and
sobd for serap in the mid-1930s after working for many years
in the Port of Mclbourne as the lighthouse tender 8.5, Rip.

Orher lacal placenames have developed during Pabema's
recorded history. There ate severnl thearies for the origin of
the name Mount Spec, as the district surtounding Pahima has
always bheen known. I the Benham family history Our
Benham Children, lma Dance {one of lesse’s children), cloims
the naming of Mt Spec for the Benbams:
We always understond the brothers named Mt Spec. There were
rwo mouniaing which they called Mr Certainty and Mr Spec
{specadation?}. As i remed out, they found no pavoble tln at M
Cereainty, bur had success a8 Mt Spec. {in Cur Benham Children
{986, 0.57)

Mes Allingham of ‘Mualambeen®, near laglam, gave Arthur
Benham credic for the peak’s discovery and numing after a
goud ‘spec’ {specularian) of rn.




Townsville jeweller Mr ] Anderson said the mountain was

named for a packer’s lead horse ‘Old Speck’ that worked the

area bringing in supplies. (May 1961, p.1) As the pack team

arrived, its white blaze could be seen through the forest.

Ingham resident FA Rankin, the owner of the horse, was:
supposed to be responsible for the naming of MT SPEC - being
called after the name of his favourite horse 'SPEC', which
faithful animal used to carry him to and fro during the old Tin
Mining Days. (Royal Commission on the Development of North
Queensland 1931, QSA A/6419)

More likely the peak was named during the late 1880s by the
hydrographers on HMS Paluma after a Cleveland Bay lighter
Before the construcrion of
Townsville harbour, larger vessels anchored in the lee of

(size unknown), called Spec.

Magnetic Island. Goods and passengers were ferried up to
Ross Creek wharves by lighters the Wonder, the Rose, and the
Spec. HMS Paluma used Townsville in the late 1880s and
1890s as a base for her marine surveying operations, so it is
possible this Spec delivered supplies to the gunboat anchored
in Cleveland Bay. (Townsville Bulletin, 4 May 1996) Unfortunately,
Paluma’s logs have not been located to settle this.

Another maritime contender is the local coastal trading brig
The Spec. Sydney May (1961, p.2) was convinced the
commander of the Paluma would have heen familiar with this
ship The Spec and had named the peak after it. The Spec in
questiun was the second Robert Towns had uwncd, the first
being sold in 1844. The Spec worked the Pacific trade from

the 1850s.! May was given details by the State Library of

Victoria of arrivals and departures of The Spec on her voyages
up the cast coast between Sydney and New Caledonia. “R.
Towns and Co” were given as the agents for all the voyages.
It is possible that the brig The Spec was involved in Towns'

notorious ‘black-birding' trips to the South Sea Islands,
bringing back ‘kanakas’ to work on the sugar plantations.
Local historian Keith Kennedy wrote:
Then the play of “Bobbie” Towns, of Sydney, was still mightily in
the south seas....Bluff bowed old wave pum_'hcrs like The Spec,
the Lady Alice and E.R.Bateson plunge their clumsy hulls into
the rolling swell of the mid-Pacific, carrying their loads, of
knives, axes, guns, bad rum and good tobacco....(May 1961, p.3)

It is certainly possible that Mt Spec was named after a local
vessel (or a ‘speculation’ on mining pntumi:{l, or even a pack-
horse).

EH. Brazier, former Townsville City Engineer and keen
historian, wrote to Sydney May that Cloudy Clearing, the
original name for the Paluma township area, was given
because “no trees grew in the vicinity and it was clear of
clouds”. (May 1961, p.1) In my experience, Cloudy Clearing was
so-called because it is very often cloudy. At almost one
thousand metres (3000 feer) above sea level, cloud often
settles along the range tops, with afterncon mists common.

Many local placenames in the area commemorate members of
the Benham family who were among the first Europeans
around Mt Spec. Mt Benham is in the Paluma Range near Mt
Spec. Benham’s Lookout (a scenic lookour near Wirts
Lookout in the Mt Spec National Park) was unfortunately
closed by the Department of Environment in 1999.

'May (in Burla p.2) mentions two ships as recorded in the 1910-1911 Register
of Australian and New Zealand Shipping - the Spec, a 9hp steamship buile in
Port Adelaide in 1876, and the timber hulled, schooner rigged Speck, built on
the Clyde River, NSW in 1867. Given her work as a render vessel in the

harbour, the former Spec is more likely to have been the vessel in question

eesmsew s "

17 April 1938 Cloudy Clearing (Paluma). Arthur Benham with Darcy and Winifred Benham (nee Houston) at Arthur's bark ranch,

W ] Lawrie, Venn Collection




Benham'’s Creck runs to the north of Paluma behind the
Recreation Reserve and forms the southern boundary of Mt
Spec National Park. This creek was originally called Erthel
Creek by the Benham brothers. Later, a surveyor erroneously
gave the name Ethel Creek to a larger stream that joins
Benham's Creek further north. An official decision was made
in 1939 to rename the original Ethel Creek as Benham’s
Creek. (Unsigned Report dated 19 January 1939, p.5) Tl‘l"(]&"ﬁ Ethel
Creek and Ethel Creek Falls are behind the acreages to the
west of Paluma and are only accessible through private
property. Cloudy Creek was originally given as on the
headwaters of the Star, possibly in the vicinity of today's
Bluegum Creek. Cloudy Creek today is a small creek on the
other side of the divide that flows into Big Crystal Creek.

Prospector’s Creek is now called Hermit Creek because of

confusion with another creek of the same name elsewhere.
Benhams’ tin-mining camp near Mt Spec appears on today’s
maps as Hermitville Benham's Track from Cloudy Clearing to
Hidden Valley via the present site of the Paluma Dam is a
four-wheel drive road trafficable for part of its distance only
under Forestry permit. When the Paluma
constructed in the 1960s, Benham’s Track (and the part of it
that had been widened by the Gorringe brothers into a wagon

Dam was

road) was used as the basis for access to the Swamp Creek dam
site.  The current road to the Paluma Dam still follows
Arthur’s track. An exercise held for army reservists around
the Dam in 1966 discovered a sixty-foot warerfall, which was
named Benham Falls in Arthur’s honour by Captain Bob
Burla of Ingham.

More recently, McClelland’s Lookout was named after the
Main Roads Commission officer-in-charge, W H McClelland,
who supervised the construction of the Mt Spec Tourist Road.
This area is a popular picnic spot in Mr Spec National Park
near Paluma.

Late 1930s Paluma. Arthur Benham and the Cawills at Cavill's shed,
before the “Cavilcade” Guesthouse was built.

Coulthard, Venn Collecrion




Early Tracks

— Into the ranges

he first peoples to climb the Seaview Range and s
T{i}ffsham. the Paluma Range were local Aborigina! groups.
Bt her 1977 lames Cook University PhiD Thesss {ater
published in 1990}, Helen Brayshaw provides the most
degailed information on the ares’s original inhahitants. Much
has o be generalised from her conclusions on the
Herbert/Butdekin district, as lirtle wfonuation refers to the
Mt Spec-Paluma area specifically,. There are no reports of
Alxniginal ocoupation of the Seaview Range, o1 irs offshoot
the Palums Range, in the ethnogaphic Heeramre Biayshaw
surveved and the only reported material calture nearhy is rock
art ot Crystal Creek i the coastal foothtils. The lack of
evidence specific to the sanpes forces an unavoidable tefiance
on Brayshaws conclosions for the wider Herberr-Burdekin
tegion.

To rhe tutn of the ninereenth century, none of the
explotatoty expeditions possed any closer to the Paluma
Range than the Palm Islands. Cook mentioued some people
and canoes near the Palm lslands.  Kimg visired (ape
Cleveland, the Palm Islands and Gould Island north of
Hincliinbrook Island, making some nseful observations bt
nat of this locality.  Wickham and Stokes’ observations of
Cleveland and Malifax Bays were disappointing compared
with the wnount of time thoy spent there.  Leichhard
travetled ap the Suttor and Burdekin Rivers to the west of the
Paluniz Ringe through dries sud mwore opett country. The
(Gregoty brothers rerraced Leichhardt in the opposite
direction, hut moved so quickly that any observations were
only fleeting glances. Dalrymple crossed the coastal range
from Rockingham Bay to the Valley of Lagoons, but provides
little information on the inhabitants of the time. lukes, a
maturalist on the Fly, visited Cape Cleveland, Hincliinbrook
and Gould Islands, recording & Hetle more  informution.
Carron'’s informarion on Rockingham Bay and the Cardwell
Range was useful for comeparison with similar topographical
areas within the Herbert/Burdekin district, being peripheral
to Brayshaw's study area. (Brayshaw 1977, po. 38-41, 44, 349390}

Later reconds are also deficient, not only i references to the
Pulunrs Ranpe area, but o the Hetbert/Burdekin district
generally. (Braphaw 1977, pp. 47-50 Linmholez provides the most
complete record, being u trained observer who spont ten
sronths on the Herberr River tun 1882-1883. e extouded his
oheervations  beyoned  the obvions to include “social
relationships, artitudes, the role of women, and derails of day
to cday existence”. (Beayshaw 1977, p. 480 WE. Roth, Northern
Protector of Aborigines from 1897 wo 1905, is an excellent
sonrce for information about North {Jueensland’s indigenous
peoples bur only oceastonally refers to the Herbere/Burdekin
region. (Bayshaw 1977, po 460 Roth’s information must he
inferred to apply to areas of similar geography, as dircct
evidence i missing.  Other literature sources must be
approached with caution; for example, Hives' and Rehertson’s
reriniscences were written long after some events took place,
and Cure's informarion was collected by questionnaire.

Contereporary teferences movide population estimates in
only a few cases, and none for the Paluma Range.
(ieographically, the nearest populstion estimates were for
Palen dslund {at least 200 in 3875), Halifax Bay {500 ar the
time of the first Europeun sevtlerment), the lower HMetbert
River {1p to 250, a1 s vime when European coutact was
already taking frs toll} and the ranges shont the Hether River
(90 maximum  in 1887-88). (Cussady 1886, i Curr 1938, p. 424
Luenholes 180, . 182 Hives 1930, p73y  Lumboliz estimated 250
people occupied an atea of 3100 square kilomettes around the
Herborr River. Lumiliolts’ low cstimate inay livve been cansed
by a reduction in the oiiginal population by the time ke
visited, The low figures may abso reflect a genuvinely lower
population dessity in “very rough snd mountainous”
topography thet perhaps offered “little in the way of
subsistence™, a possibility suggested by Mestons 1889
observations of habitation of the Bellenden Ker Range.
{Meston 1589 in Brayshaw 1977, p. 66} Despite the lack of specific
local evidence, it is reasonable to assune that the Paliuna
Range with its high rainfall supported & substential
Aboriginal popidation. Trayshaw calcudated the popularion
density of nearby Malifax Bay wssing Cassady’s figures,
producing 2 density of oue person 1o 3.84 square kilometres
and 6.25 pewsons to each kidometre of coast. (1977, po%)

The leck of marerdal culture remaining today o
commemaorste  Abariginal  occupation  of rthe  forests
sarroundding Palums may have sevem] canses. Within the
Herhert/ Burdekin district, the coastal ranges in the viciniry
of Pulumma appear to have been 2 boundury not oaly of
inguistic groups, but of general cultural associstions. (Brayshaw
1977, pp. 170-371) Aboriging] gronps o the sourh and south-
west of Paluma were associated with the cultie extending to
the Carnarvon Renges. Gronps nortle of the Herbert River
were more closely associated with the rainforest Abarigines.
The srea berwees the Merbert River and Townsville shiows
somte Fearures of hoth groups, as a continuun berween the two
cultural types. As an example, there &5 an overlap in the
Townsville region of two distingtly different rypes of shields
the larger decorated type from the minforest and rhe smaller
cluby shield of the inland and sourh-east coust of the Hethert/
Burdekin diserict. Brayshaw 1977, pp 167-168) A sitnilat diversity
is found within the 1ock art sites found within a thinty
kilomnerre radws of Crystal Creeke The five sites belonged to
three different langnage gioups ~ Crystal Creek was Nawagi,
Hidden Valley was Waulgurokaba, while
Deception Creek and Thonderbolr Creek were Gudjal,
{Brayshaw, 1977 pp. 360, 565-567) The luck of & dominant
culrural influence nay have limited the examples of material
autltie recorded.

A8 Was J{'.)UFEHH:—L

' rayshaw gives the Bibbographic seferences for Plves {1930% as The Joeumal
of « Jackaron, Bobertson (1938) Coove Talks and EM Cure §1938) The

Anseroddion Rece.
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It is also possible that the rainforests of the ranges were not
permanently occupied. Linguistic groups may have lived
mostly on the nearby coastal plains or western slopes in more
open forest and only visited the scrub-covered ranges. A
comparison of the rock art sites shows all are in either open
forest or open woodland. Art sites found within the rainforest
are unusual within the Herbert-Burdekin district.  Of fifry-
three rock art sites at thirty-two locations within the Herbert-
Burdekin, Brayshaw records only five sites within closed
forest. (1977, pp. 565-567) The only known rock art sites near
Paluma are paintings on granite in open forest at Big Crystal
Creek at the foot of the range. The thirty-eight drawings
there are all red, and are mostly linear. Only one of the five
separate sites at Crystal Creek has solid drawings. Crystal
Creek art included stencilling, and shield-like figures. Only
two sites showed any surface signs of occupation. (Brayshaw
1977, pp. 573, 585)

Another possibility is that remaining material culture
evidence has deteriorated over time. Paluma's high rainfall
would not be conducive to the preservation of artefacts or
paintings. This area is within a high rainfall belt. Mean
annual rainfall at Crystal Creek is 1000-1500mm, while
Paluma’s annual rainfall is more than 1000mm greater.
"Thick scrub covers the valleys where a myriad of crecks fall
either towards the Coral Sea or the Burdekin River, cutting
their way through pink granite. A more extensive art record
may have survived the rainfall and humidity had engravings
been made as well as paintings, but Brayshaw found none
within the Herbert/ Burdekin. As well, more than seventy
percent of the material culture items Brayshaw identified as
collected from the Herbert/ Burdekin were made of perishable
materials and more use was made of perishable materials by
groups on the coast than inland. (1977, p. 194) Perhaps the
available evidence of indigenous occupation was lost to the
climate,

Finally, it is possible that artefacts await discovery, as the
topography is rugged and the forest floor covered with thick
leaf litter. Much of the Mt Spec-Paluma area, now within the
Wer Tropics World Heritage Area, is still relatively
inaccessible. However, the possibility of locating items still in
the field today in such an area must be slight.

Palmerston and Dalrymple, in their experiences with the

rainforest peoples farther north, recorded the Aboriginal
system of footpaths and camp clearings throughout rhe forest.

v N :

Mid 1930s Mutarmnee. Jack Hood supplied fresh fruit and vegetables from
his farm at the foor of Mt Leach to the construction camps on Mt Spec

Road.

S B Davies, Venn Collection

Although the Aborigines had paths enabling them to move
through the forests of the ranges, the permanent huts noted
by Carron and Dalrymple were all in lowland rainforest.
(Dalrymple, 1865; Carron, 1849) Arthur Benham is widely credired
with having cleared ‘Cloudy Clearing’ (Paluma). (Herbert River
Express 20 November 1982) To set up his camp in Cloudy Clearing
further clearing may have been necessary, but it is possible
that the Benhams were simply improving upon an Aboriginal
campsite.

Our Benham Children (Digweed & Hammond 1986) is a collated
history of the Benham family. Although members of this
family were among the first Europeans in the Mt Spec-Paluma
area, this detailed record conrains few oral history reports of
contact with local Aboriginal peoples. Edwin Benham's story
records how:
they [the Benhams] would try to avoid the aboriginals in the area
rather than face the possibility of an attack. On one occasion
Edwin and Arthur had been caught out in a storm and had come
across an Aboriginal camp. The men were all out hunting, and
the women took pity on the two brothers, inviting them into the
camp, and giving them a hot drink. The hunters returned
unexpectedly, and Edwin and Arthur were hidden by the
women. The next morning when the men left their camp, the
women helped the two men out of hiding, and they left very
quickly. (p. 133)

Not all contact was friendly. Jesse's son, Frank Benham, wrote:
On another occasion he [Jesse] told of his escape from death at
the hands of Fat Tommy, an Aboriginal. Supplies were running
low. Dad was elected to go into Ingham for more. He was up
before daybreak, and set out at first light carrying his rifle at the
ready as he hoped to shoot a scrub turkey or two. He was
listening intently for any movement in the scrub, and so heard a
movement behind him. He swung around to face Fat Tommy,
with his tomahawk raised. He marched him back to camp and
after some argument as to what they should with him, Dad
persuaded them to let him go with a warning. They had no
further trouble with him. (p.86)

Pappin’s Miner's Rest Hotel at the foot of Jacobsen’s Track
reputedly had rifle slits in the walls as a precaution against
attack, but the widow of ‘Bullocky Tom’ Andrews used
subterfuge to quell unrest:
Mrs Andrews would rell how on one afternoon at Big Salewarter,
the marys (lubras) working for her, were restless and she felt
there was trouble in the air. Mrs Andrews told one of the lubras
to make up a bed on the verandah. Of course the black woman
was curious and Mrs Andrews told her it was for the Inspector of
Police coming along later who was to stay the night. This
inspector had a repuration with the blacks of being very rough.
As soon as the lubra could manage, she got down to the black’s
camp and told them. Mrs Andrews never heard what happened
to the Aboriginal who was doing all the threatening, but as all
were very frightened of the inspector, the Aboriginal was never
heard of again. (Mutarnee State School Golden Jubilee October 1973,
p.18)

There is no record of conflict in the immediate area around
Mt Spec-Paluma. (Herbert River Express 20 November 1982) The
closest and most serious recorded incident was at Kangaroo
Hills, and is more the result of an argument over a disputed
contractual arrangement than the direct result of cultural
conflict. The Queenslander (5 November 1892) reported that the

‘Paluma’s mean annual rainfall to the end of 1988 was 264 3mm.




body of miner James Hewson had been found at Kangaroo
Hills. Hewson had been mining silver and tired of it, deciding
to move camp to the tinfields. He had engaged two
Aboriginal “boys” to carry his swag and kit, agreeing to pay
them on arrival. When they asked for their payment he
refused, and was murdered with tomahawks. Though “known
to police”, the two were successful in avoiding arrest. These
men may not have been local as no mention is made of their
origin.

The earliest European accesses to the present site of Paluma

probably followed Aboriginal paths for at least some of their

lengths. R L (Bob) Shepherd, wrote a series of articles in the

Herbert River Express in the 1980s on the history of Mt Spec-

Paluma. Shepherd listed nine main tracks in the Herbert

district, with six of those providing direct access to Mt Spec.

Following spurs and ridges wherever possible, the pack horse

tracks were still distinguishable in the 1980s from more recent

logging (‘snig') tracks by the hoof marks on the buttress roots.

The tracks mentioned by Shepherd were

e Jacobson’s (Jacobsen's) Track — provided access from
Ingham to the mining town of Ewan. It passed near
Mount Jacobson to Hidden Valley and was the earliest of
the Mt Spec tracks and the one most used.

¢ Bullocky Tom’s Track = blazed by ‘Bullocky Tom" Andrews,
it connected Mt Spec with the coast at Mutarnee and
followed the southern slopes of Mt Leach.

o Foxlee’s Track — also connected Mt Spec with Mutarnee
but followed the northern slopes of Mr Leach.

s  Bambaroo Track — connected Benham's Track near Shay's
House [guesthouse| with Bambaroo.

* Benham's Track — eventually connected Hidden Valley
with the coast, passing near Mt Spec and on to Cloudy
Clearing (Paluma) with later connection made to the
coast at Moongobulla (Ollera Creek).

» Gillis’ Track — provided access from the Star River Basin to
Hidden Valley, where it connected with either Benham’s
or Jacobsen’s tracks to the coast. (Herbert River Express 18

November 1982)

After Jacobsen’s Track, Bullocky Tom’s Track was the most-
used pack-track up the coastal escarpment. It was named by
Tom Andrews whose property was at the junction of Big and
Little Salewater (now Crystal) Creeks, Mutarnee. Andrews
butchered and packed fresh meat and supplies to the tin-

1909 Red Hill Battery, Mt Spec. Mr and Mrs Frank Fraser and child at
the Red Hill Battery. Fraser had offered to build a road to Mt Spec from

fngham in the EﬂTI_\‘ 1900s. ford Studio Ingham, Thuringowa Collection

miners working around Mt Spec and Hidden Valley. Bob
Brown told the author that Jesse and Arthur Benham were of
the opinion that this track had been shown to Andrews by an
Aboriginal boy, and had almost certainly been used as “an
escape route” for one “tribe” to get away from another. (28 July
1984, Interview) The Crystal Creek rock art sites recorded by
Brayshaw are behind the Andrews’ property. Bullocky Tom's
Track ran from Big Crystal Creek up the ridges to Mt Spec
and existed in April 1984 as an unmarked walking trail within
Mt Spec National Park. Bullocky Tom planted the mango
trees along the track ar a location now shown on maps as the
‘Mango Tree'. Two orange trees mark his grave on Mt Ruth,
a small hill half a mile from Mutarnee, and the small creek
bordering the Andrews property is now called Bullocky Tom's
Creek after this early settler. (Mutarnee State School Golden
Jubilee 1973, p.18)

Henry Bell also had a butchery and store near Moongobulla
in the 1890s. Miners would place orders with him when they
had sufficient tin to cover costs, and Henry’s sons would
deliver the stores with packhorse teams. The tracks Bell used
are not recorded, but are likely to have been up the ridges in
the vicinity of today's range road. Bell's store was resupplied
by a charter boat which came up Ollera Creek from
Townsville to a landing to unload stores and backload tin.

(Herbert River Express 20 November 1982)

Foxlee's Track was marked by Philip Foxlee, tin-miner and
packer, who blazed his own trail from Mutarnee to Mt Spec
on the northern side of Mt Leach as he and Andrews were not
on the best of terms. A natural lookout near the top of
Foxlee's Track offers a magnificent panoramic view of the
wilderness and still bears his name on roday's maps. Foxlees
Track proved too steep and arduous, and the lower section
beyond the lookout was not obvious in 19684,

The first portion of Benham’s Track was cut from Hidden
Valley into Mt Spec in the 1890s. The
connected Mt Spec with the Benham brothers’ mining

next section
activities in Cloudy Clearing. A section of this was further
improved to wagon road standard by the Gorringe brothers.
This was one of few roads of that standard through the local
rainforest. (Herbert River Express 20 November 1982) Arthur Benham
is also credited with blazing a track from Cloudy Clearing
down to the coast, connecting with Bullocky Tom’s Track at
the ‘Mango Tree’. Shepherd (Herhert River Express 20 November
1982) gave the location of the ‘Mango Tree’ as being on the
present range road to Paluma, but the *Mango Tree' is shown
on a 1977 Parish map as being on Bullocky Tom's Track at the
junction of Big Crystal Creek and Nolan's Gully. This map
also shows a track connecting the ‘Mango Tree' with ‘The
Saddle’ on the range road above the Little Crystal Creek
bridge. (Department of Mapping & Surveying January 1977, Parish of
Waterview Map)

These historically significant tracks are increasingly difficult
(perhaps already impossible) to locate ‘on the ground’. While
some still exist as dotted lines on various maps, there appears
to be little official interest in mapping or marking them. The
tracks around Mt Spec-Paluma, used 120 years ago by
European pioneers who borrowed them from local Aboriginal
groups, are today overgrown and in danger of disappearing
altogether.




A Good Spec

— the Tin Miners

s HIMS Paluma was exploring the waters of Flalifas and

tockinghiam Buys, members of the Benbam family wore
exploting the minforest arannd Mt Spec. The Benham famnily
can lay claisn ro heing the Erropean ‘pioneess’ of the Mr Spec-
Paluma atea.  George and Saish Benlam of the English
garsison eity of Winchester, had fifteen children. George and
cleven of his children migrared to Australia herween 1883 und
P00, Tied, Emily and Arthin Bentham arrived in Townsville
o the Mereford on 25 Awngust I8B3. Jesse arrived w
Twesvitle in December 1884 on the Roma. George (Jug ior}
arived w Brishbane in Apail 1885 on the 88 Merkara, followed
by kis father Gearge, hiother Bdwin and sister Sars in March
FBB6 on rhe 53 Dacca. Edih, Marion aod Erhel anived i
Baishane on 4 March 1889 on the 58 homna. The yauugest
sor, Flenry, jumped ship as 2 merchant seaman in Prishane
ahour 1900, Of the eleven Benham children i Australia, at
least six spesst tie at Mt Spec-Paltmia over seven decades
fomr the TA80s o the 19508, {DMhraeed & Hammond 1956, P,
ENHENLY

Frend, Arthur 2ud Edwin discovered tin in the Mr Spec grea in
IRBY. (Dipweed S Hammond FO86, ppe 1121 As well ag ]:\ejng &
miner, Fred and his wife Annie were storekeepers ar Clowdy
Clearing (Palimna) and Prospector’s Creek {neas Mt Spech
iNewths Cheoensland Register 17 January 1980 Phanvesd & Hammond 19563
Members of the Benlian fenily held srintng cletos and leases
froty September 1892, the date of Fred’s first recorded mining
lease, the Lady Susan Stavkey mine near Bosworths Hotel
between Hidden Valley and Mt Spec. The last Benhum lease
was sold in 1945 when Arthur sold his lease "for the whole of
{Prigwowd &
Thmmond 986, pp. 230 Depurimone of Mines Trarefor Corificnrs
Adlucial Tin Claim No. 12838 The canrcellatien of Arthu’s lease
was nrgently requested i 1939 o allow further subdivision of
the pew wwish ip, inchiding seveing aside 100 acres for a golf
COUTSE.

Paluma” w0 Townsville businessman | € Butler.

(Ursignend Koporr dated 19 Janoary 1939 pp 343 Daspire
cessation of mining in Cloudy Clearing, plans for the golf
coutse never went sheud.

Of the Benbiams arousd Mr Spec, the muost well koown is
Arthase (Possam’) Benham, Arthur lved for sixey-five vems in
the Mt Spec-Paluma area, many in “the fammons bark hat” in
Clensly Clearing that he nmade frow ironhaik fices he cut ar
Running River. {Awusmalaion Post 8 Febraary 19672, 2253 Following
tlels discovery of alluvial tin at the herdwaters of the Star
River, Arthur and Fred formed @ camp at Cloudy Creek and
called it Clowmdy Clearing. Arvhun had registered intesests in at
feast thirteen claims and leases. His photo appeas in many
articles on Jocal rourismoand history, Arthur is rensesthered as
something of a character, having once cleared the har of the
Fidden Valley Hotel by riding his harse through it. (Digweed &
Hamaond 1986, 11048 OF gl the Benham family members who
passed through the Mr Spec-Paluma aren, Arthur 2nd his
brother Edwin never marrted. They spent their whale lives
fiving as bushmen and miners, althaugh in the 1907 Post
Office directory hath gove thelr occupations as “Farmer,

Fhdden Valevy” {Digweed & Hommond 1986, ». 134)

Sisters Emily and Ethel alse lved in bark hurs in Cloudy
Cleming.  Nemby Benbam’s Creek was first named Frhel
Creek ar the vime Eechel, while only sixteen, assisied Emily
with the birth of her duughbrer, Ethel Dyer ar Cloudy Creck Tin
Minse, Clondy Clearing.  Ethel later moved to Brishane,
iewrning to Cloudy Clearing to 1ecuperate for several moneks
fiom a serions itlness.

Jesse’s mante features i the mining records of seven claims and
four leases at either Hesmirville (Mt Spec), Running River o
Ewan. Jesse and bis new wife, Margaret Reid, sertled in Ewan

i the disiicr. Jesse evenuadly becme a cane fannen, butook
his older childeen on a camping trip through Mr Spee and
Hidden Valley in 1922, following the original pachs and rracks.
At the rime, Arthur and Edwin were working on an ablovisd
tin cluinr at Prospector’s Creek.  Jesse also spent eighteen
months at Mt Spec on his rerirentent in 1941 (Digweed &
Flamrensd 1986, 8 1.891

The Mt Spec-Palumna ares {ell mostly within the Kangaroo
Hidls aud Star River Minersl Fields, {Annuwel Report of the
Depurtment of Mines 1913, Skerch Map)  Tliese fields weie mined for
gold, sibver, copper, lead, iron, malybhdenite, tin, tungsten
(wolfrast}, bismith und manguose bt the lutter fomr
mincrals e the most significant in Mt Spec-Paluma history,
especiaily 1in. {Inaham Rotary Club 1947, Pamphlar) The geology of
the Kangaroa Hills Fiekl & of altered sedmentary rocks and
voutger granive. {Cameron 1801, pp. 2.3 R L Jack in his 189
FOPOET WEGTE:

The whale of these rocks are highly inclined, frequently verrical,

and sy much broken up by Baedes, that i s impossible 1o trace any

incividual bed for more than a few chains, {in Cameron 1908, p.3)
The granite “is perfectly normal in character, being composed
for the most part of pink or white orthoclase with guartz and
biotite mica”. {Cameron 1901, p.3) The grasite iy highly intrusive
into the older sedimentary rocks, and examples of this can be
seen atong crecks in the area.

Total rin procduction for the Kangaroo Hills Mineral Field fiom
THE5 v 1962 is estimared at § 281 tons, of which about 4 675
wirs canre from e N (Burese of Minesl Resowrass 1985, 5.
13y Early dn production was waindy from alboisl deposits,
ncluding deep leads of tin in the form of cassiterite. Lode
wining ouly came 10 the fore afrer 1914, The 1 fodes were
typically:
siesll rich shallow lenses and pipes, rarely pemsisting to depihs of
more than 70 feer, and generally associated with pink lescocnine
Biotite grantte. The lodes are controlled by steep, mostly cast and
northeeast rrending joines and fissures. Although the majority of
tie mines are within granmite, the most sportang fodes are in
alrered sedimentary rocks, {Burcau of Mineral Resources 1905, pp, 24
oy
After the casier, richer alluvial deposiss were mined our,
prospectors turned 1o tin-bearing gravels found capping the
ridges. O these, the deeper gravels were richer. Extraction




was by way of sluicing, sometimes “hampered by lack of
sufficient water”. (Bureau of Mineral Resources 1965, p. 21)

The movement of miners into the Mt Spec-Paluma area is part
of the early history of mining in North Queensland. Following
a reward being offered for the first discovery of gold in
Townsville’s hinterland, several claims of success were made in
late 1865. ‘Star River’ Station overseer James Gihson claimed
part of the reward in January 1866, a more believable claim
than that made by Michael Miles from Robert Towns’ Sydney
head office only weeks after the reward was offered. Either
way, it seems the first alluvial gold was discovered in 1865, the
year the boiling-down works was built on the banks of Ross
Creek and one year after the selection of a site for the port at
Townsville. (Bell 2000, p.25; Bolton 1972, p. 44; Vance & Copeman 1997,
p.7)  Bob Brown, 1980s owner of the Gards' Battery lease,
claimed that mining around Mt Spec was initially for gold at
Gold Creek. (Brown 28 July 1984, Interview)

Mining for tin at Mt Spec-Paluma commenced in the 1880s
and expanded in the 1890s. The first record of alluvial tin at
Running Creek was in the Mining Warden’s Annual Report of
1883, although tin may have been found in thar locality as
rarly as 1875. (Annual Report of the Department of Mines 1883, p. 178)
The North Queensland Mining Annual of 1891 claimed the
discovery of tin on ‘Kangaroo Hills’ Station (north of Running
River) for prospectors Regner and Neven in about 1879. (The
North Queensland Mining Annual 1891, p. 39) Notes SL!ppIit‘d to Bob
Brown by the Mines Department in 1948 noted that:
alluvial tin was first discovered on Running River in 1875. Early
production is not recorded, but must have been considerable.
Only the poorer ground now remains. (Department of Mines
1948, Notes provided to Bob Brown)
The official date of discovery of alluvial tin at Running River
and many of the creeks in the Kangaroo Hills Mineral Field is
now j_:iven as 1875. (Bureau of Mineral Resources 1965, p. 20; Herbert
River Express 1§ November 1982; Pike 1960, p.38)

Digweed and Hammond’s Our Benham Children gives credit to
the Benham brothers for the discovery of lode tin in the late
1880s at Mt Brown near Ewan. Arthur, with partners
MacDonald and Unswarth, is credited with finding alluvial tin
at Cloudy Creek at the head of the Star River in December
1892, although his first recorded claim was not registered until
July 1894 at Mt Benham. (1986, pp. 21, 103)

The Queenslander in 1891 noted that little notice had been
taken of this new tinfield, where “at Mt Benham (rwcnty miles
east of Kangaroo Hills) 150 men are doing very well [in]
country covered with dense scrub”. (Queenslander 26 Seprember
1891) By November, machinery had been ordered for the
Pinf_‘ﬂpplc lode. (Queenslander 28 November 1891) The 1892
Mining Warden’s Annual Report mentioned old and new tin
camps in the ranges at the head of Running River and
branches of the Star. The area employed 130 miners sluicing
in deep trenching and gullies. Some shafts had also been dug.
The 1894
Annual Report highlighted the abundance of tin within the
ranges of the Kangaroo Hills Field:

During the vear 1894 the headwaters of the Star River have been

prospected and worked with the result of producing about half of

the tin got on the whole field. This place known as Cloudy Creek

(Annual Report of the Department of Mines 1892, p. 94)

is on the headwarers of the Star and Running Rivers and

Saltwater [Little Crystal] Creek, a distance of about ten miles
from the coast, and a height of 2900 feet above high water. The
wa)rkings are all in dense scrub. (Annual Report of the Department
of Mines 1894, pp. 105-106)

Though early prospectors opened foot and pack tracks down
the coastal face of the ranges in the 1880s and 1890s, the
easiest access to the closed forest was from the west. (Shepherd
in Burla n.d., p. 2)
1902 report noted:

The coast range forms the boundary of the mineral country on

Government geologist Cameron in his

lllt' n('ll—'ll'i’i_'l'l.‘il. Il I‘l‘t_‘?‘iL’lll.\ darn '.il"rlll"l I.l'l'rl'll Lo lllt_' seaata \.Ii."i‘i'“lt'.t_'
of from 8 to 30 miles from it, and has a general elevation of nearly
2,000 above it. It is at present impracticable for vehicles
wherever it is approached from the mouth of the Herbert River,
and all conveyance to the field from the coast at this point has to
be undertaken by means of horses. (Queensland Government Mining

Journal 15 January 1902, p. 11)

Miners and mining capital came first from Ravenswood and
Charters Towers, with prospectors following the tributaries of
the Burdekin like the Star and Running Rivers to their source.
(Annual Report of the Department of Mines 1883, p. 178; Shepherd in Burla
nd, p.2) Gold discoveries at Cape River (1867), Ravenswood
(1868) and Charters Towers (1871) had provided further
impetus for prospecting over the whole district. (Levingston 1971,
1) Townsville and Ingham were vying for the trade of the
new Kangaroo Hills Mining Field, but both towns could only
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1922 Mt Spec. Phillips’ Hut. Huts such as these were built by tin

miners in clearings throughout the forest. Casey, Thuringowa Collection
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be reached over bad roads, each with a steep ‘jump-up’ the
coastal escarpment. (Shepherd in Burla n.d., pp. 2, 7, 9; Herbert River
Express 23 November 1982) Ingham was closer, but the tracks from
there were steep and hard to maintain. The Benham family
history clearly shows the early links berween Mt Spec-Paluma
and Townsville, Ingham and Charters Towers, with many of
the Benham family eventually making their homes in ‘the
Towers’. (Digweed & Hammond 1986)

Miners moved into the Paluma Range from the Star River,
Hidden Valley and Oakey Creek fields. {Annual Report of the
Department of Mines 1886, p.62; 1891, p. 60)
looking for gold, and fortunatély their gold-mining technology
was suitable for what they found most of — tin. The
prospecting techniques of Charters Towers had to be adjusted
in areas with thick vegetation cover. Stream tin was located
simply by following the creeks up into the ranges. Stream tin
and alluvial deposits in the creek banks were collected using

They certainly came

panning dishes, cradles, sluicing, races, hydraulic sluicing or
dredging. As tin was heavier than other minerals likely to be
encountered, putting it into motion with water led to the
heavier particles sinking to the bottom of the dish, cradle, etc
or becoming caught on the riffles, while lighter particles of
gra\f't_'l Were \\"dﬁhﬂd ﬂ\-'l'ily.

A distinctive feature of mining operations around Mt Spec
and Paluma are the ‘races’ constructed along the contours
through the rainforest. One such race at Gards’ Battery (Mt
Spec) was surveyed in the 1980s and found to curve for
approximately 150 metres through thick rainforest. Often
attractively stone-pitched, these races were either used as long
sluices in themselves, or to deliver warer from a permanent
By increasing the
gradient, races could deliver water under pressure to hoses used
to hydraulically mine alluvial deposits in creek banks by
washing the tin-bearing soil.

creek to sluicing operations elsewhere.

Lode tin was located by prospecting the creek beds with a
panning dish, then following potential creeks upstream until
returns tailed off sharply. Miners then climbed the creek
banks, making small trenches along the contours until
floaters’ of tin lode were found. About the size of a grave,
these trenches are still common along creek banks throughour
the rainforest. If tin ore was found, a trench was dug looking

for the lode. Initially, rock was crushed using a dolly pot, a

1911 Mt Spec. Jack Johnstome’s Hut. The walls and roof are made of
maple slabs. In the mid 1980s, the gravel foundations were sl
discernible.

Hinchinbrook Shire, Hinchinbrook Collection

simple mortar and pestle arrangement. Once crushed, it was
washed in the dish like an alluvial deposit to test for its tin
content. If the lode was rich enough to work, a vertical shaft
was sunk or a horizontal tunnel dug into rthe hillside.
Horizontal levels or drives were then dug. As the drives were
put in, testing continued to ascertain the quality of the ore.
Stopes were dug above or below each level as the ore was
Small four-wheeled tram trucks were used to
move the ore to the shaft, where it was winched up using
buckets. Winding was provided by manpower (windlass),
horsepower (whip or whim) or machinery (a winding engine
using a whip or poppet head). Bob Brown recalled poppet
heads still standing at Mt Spec in the 1920s. (Brown 28 July 1984,

Interview)

broken out.

Once brought to the surface, ore was stored in a bin, or more
usually on a cleared piece of ground, until it could be carted to
a battery or mill. At the mill, ore was crushed in a mortar box
by dropping heavy stamps onto it. Water was introduced to
the mortar box and the crushed ore, now like fine sand, was
washed through screens in the side of the box. Tin was then
separated from the sand using separators such as the Wifley
table, jigs or buddles. Dried tin was then bagged for sale.

When tin occurred in very clayey soil, it was puddled. These
rough concentrators were often just a circular pit filled with
water. Pits might be lined, with timber, stone-pitching or
bricks. The clay mixture was stirred using feet, animals, or
paddles turned by horses. The heavier tin fell to the bottom,
and the dissolved clay was drawn off with the water. The tin
concentrate could then be shovelled out and bagged. (Wegner
1984, Notes provided to author; Menghertti 1982, pp. 1-30)

Mt Spec was not a great company field. A company called
Mount Spcc Tin Mines was floated in 1892, Suppnrted mainly
by Ingham capital. (Queenslander 7 May 1892) The first working
of lode tin at Mt Spec is also recorded in 1896, though alluvial
prospecting had been going on there for some years. (Annual
Report of the Department of Mines 1892, p. 94; 1893, p. 98; 1896, p.110)
Low tin prices, transport difficulties, excessive water and
uncomfortable working conditions forced the leases under
exemption. (Wegner 1982, pp. 199-200) The lodes were taken up
by another company, the Mount Spec Mining Company that
was formed in Charters Towers in 1901, apparently on the
suggestion of the Gorringe brothers. (North Queensland Herald 24
August 1901) The Gorringe brothers were “surveyors who left
their jobs when they found a tin lode in the mountain scrub”,
(Herbert River Express 20 November 1982) A l‘r&ltl‘{:r}-‘ was erected with
great difficulty, only to be moved to Mount Brown near Ewan
in 1903 when the lode proved unsatisfactory. (Annual Report of
the ].‘lfl"rlliﬂ'lt‘ll[ of Mines 1902, p 85; 1903, p- 89; L,_Juecnshmdur 19 Apl’il
1902; North Queensland Herald 1 March 1902, 12 April 1902, 26 April 1902)

Other minerals were mined in the district, often in association
with tin. The first discovery of tungsten (as wolframite,
known locally as wolfram) at Ollera Creek was in 1895. In the
Warden's Annual Report of 1896, Ollera Creek was being
worked for bismuth and molybdenite. (Annual Report of the
Department of Mines 1896, p. 110) Mining for wolfram was
recorded at nearby Saltwater (Crystal) Creek in 1898,
(Annual Report of the Department of Mines 1898, p. 37;
Levingston 1971) Wolfram, bismuth and molybdenum were
also mined at the Horseshoe Mine and Pink Lilly at Horseshoe




Bend, Running River. {Burean of Mineral Resourees 1965, p.
23y Wolfram really only became payable afrer 1900
{Levingstem 1971, p.2} I the early 1900s, a ten-head bateery
was crushing ar Olera Creek. Alhavial deposits were wortked
in the eavly vears, then lodes were mined.  In this arcy,
wolfrar is;

comtained in shon irregular high-prade shoors iy near-vertical

chiloritic lodes and quarrz recks oocupying fissures or joints mainly

iy granite. {Bureas of Mineral Resources 1963, p 23}

In 1904, there was a new nsh ar Oller Creek, with 200
miners working for wolfram in two main canps. (Shepheud in
Butha red, pp. 78 One mine on upper Ollera Creek {120 feer
above sea fovel) had about {ifty men working it. The main
carp was on the eastern hranch of Crystal Creek. (Hethon River
Expross 23 November 19823 In 1905, a township was sirveved and
a tender for the construction of a school was accepted. (North
Queenslond Register 15 May 1905)  The year 19053 was the
peak of the boom for the whole district, with mining for all
manerals declining after that.  The mining of wolfram and
associated metals was wiped ot by a shump in prices in 19200
Some small-scale operations resumed from 1937 to 1957, bin
total production of wolfram for these rwenty years was only 81
tons compared with ymowe dran 400 wons from 1903 w0 1920,
{Levingseon 1971, p. 2}

The ren-head battery ar Ollera Creek was the largest brought
in to the Mt Spec-Paluma arca. Most crushing batteries were
smaller, perhaps dise o the lack of large company interests, as
well as the difficult rermin.  Cameron’s 1901 Report to
Parhament noted the presence of;
pariics of working miners, having nof reached the company stage.
On one fode only has machinery as vet been emploved, none of
the workings being over 10 feer in depth. {Camernn 1900, p. 4)
A five-head battery, steam-powered, was evected at the Mo
Spec mine, nine miles from Hidden Valley. This batrery was
capable of resting ten tons of ore a day. The 1801 Annual
Report of the Deparrment of Mines commented on the
expense of getting the barctery, with all plant ayxd machinery,
On-$iEe:
Livtle has been dome in developmery during the last twelve
momths, but the compary may be congraabared onthe phick and
energy they have shown in bringing machinery on the ground in
face of great difficulries and heavy outlay. {p- 89)
IHeavy water prevented the warking of a promising chute of
e to a greatet depth than seventy feet unless improved
PUEPIE  1TRAC hinery was bronght in. (Annual Reperr of the
Prepariment of Mines 1902, p.87) This venture survived only a few
years, with the removal of the battery to Moot Brown in the
dricr open forest being foreshadowed in the 1907 Annyal
Repot. {p. 85)

machinery was removed. {Brown 28 July 1984, Interview)

No production was recorded after the

Transport was especially a problem, and expensive at six to
nine pounds per ton. {Anmal Repore of the Department of Mines 1901,
. 90 Nowvth Oucensband Herald {2 April 1902)
batteries carsied n through ‘the jungle’ in pieces on men's
backs have passed into local folklore. (Herbert River Eupress 20
Navember 19620 In 1902, the miners at Mt Spec asked the
government for a mail service, but were told their service 1o
Hidden Valley (fourteen miles away} was sufficient. Mail was
brought to Mt Spec from Flidden Valley by the occasional
visitor or traveller. The thirty to forty men at Mt Spec were

Stories of crushing

Hving in tents and were existing on comed or toed meat,
bread and ten. Some fresh meat deliveries were being made to
the field, and miners had gardens of fresh vegetables, (Nowk
{ dueenstd Merald 13 April 1902}

Access to and from Townsville was originally via Thorton's
Gap, Arthur Benham finst used teamster Witliam James ro
sransport bis bagged rin to Townsville down throngh Rinning
River and aver the range at The Pinnncles. This road was ubo
very steep, and required a karge log ied va the back of rhe
wagon as a hrake. {Dsweed & Hamanond 1986, 010% Bringing in
the five-head battery for the M Spec Tin Mines ook six
weeks over Harveys Range vin Waverley Tin Mines. (Nomh
Oueenstand Herald 12 Aprt 1902) A road down the coastal
escarpment from Clondy Clearing o Townsville wisg
eventually pur throngh as The Mt Spec Tourist Road, more
than rhirey vears after the nining of ein in the districr had
peaked. Through the 1940 and 1950s, a noude reany was stild
being used on the mail service fronr Stone River o Hidden
V. 31&*)5. {Flerbert River Exgrress 23 November 1982; Nevth { Juesndand Register
20 Seprembey 1980}

By 1905, some wners were threatening o take el they
business to Townsville smless the ronds o Inghaws were
3 November 1982 As late as the
1920s, the Bambaroo Track was still only snitable for teams of

impzo\«'ﬁd. §Hlerbory River Express 2
donkeys o negotiate down to the Bambaroo railway starion,
where the panniers of tin ore were off-loaded onto a train, (May
1965, po 4}
sometimes go up to the mourains themsebves on buying
trips.
quetations on the price of tin, Brown 28 kdy 1984, Leerview? T he
1900 Mining Wardens Annial Report noteds

Al goods and produce wo and from the Gield ase earred from

Puvers wordd wmeet the iminers o Bambaroo, or
¥
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Ingham by means of packhorses, and were o wafficable road
opened up, a greny difficulty would be sismounted and the success
of the field assured. {Annual Report of the Department of Mines 1900,
o 100}

In 1916, govermnment geologist Saine-Smith reported:
the cost of packing stores from Ingharn 1o Ewan {via Pappin’s
Selecrion, Jacobsen's Track, Hidden Valley and Boomerang) lasl
five pounds per 1on, the distance heing 50 miles. (Queensland
{Fovernment Mining Journal 15 November 1916, p. 538}
Packing charges to Phillips’ alluvial tin claim at Prospector’s
Creek, Mt Spec, were six pounds per ton. {p. 339 An
ambitious plan for a tramline from the head of the Stone River
through to Ewan had not eventuated. {(ueonstonder 4 March 180%;
3 June 1899)  The shortest route to the larger service centre of
Townsville lay down the face of the Paluma Range, hut
[Divisional Boards, while wanting the fiekls trade, seemed
loathe o spend a lot of money on the tracks. (Novh Queensdand
Flewsbd 29 August 1901 Oueenstander 21 Seprember 1901} The 1901
Annual Report of the Department of Mines noted:
There are rthree tracks crossing the sange irom Ingham]; that 1o
the left is known as Jacobsen'y; thar to Jhe righy - via Stoneleigh
- as Fanning®. The centre mack, branching off some 10 miles
from Jacobsen’s, is the rrack leading o whar s calied “the old
tinfield”. Iacobsen’s and Fanning's are the tracks most used, and
on the latter the Hinchinbrook Divisionsl Board has expended
some money in the hope of making it practicable for wheeled
raffie; rhe resulr, however, has nor boen sarisfactory. The passes
over the mnge present considerable difficuities, being In many
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places vory stony and precipitons. Carviage of goods 1o, and ote
from, the mines Is entdrely by pack-horse, which will convey some
den of the ahstacles attending mining enterprise in this districr.
By Jding of grear exention, and haolage by block and rackle, and
the uee of wams of eighy or ren mules, a few empty drays have,
lowever, been successfully pitoted scross the range, but not a few
such ventures have onded iy disaster. (p 3%

Despite the trunsport difficudties, lagham did well from the
mites at Mt Spec. i July 1902, A § Coberoft, Manager of the
{Commercial Bank in ingham had received fomeen tons of
stream tin and seven tons of lode tin o be desparched o
Sydney durieyg dhee four morths 1o 30 Jure. (North Queenslnd
Fevald 19 July 1902} The samre yveur, the Hinchinbrook Divisionsl
Board anncunced they were going to spend one thowsand
pounds, including & government grant, making lacobsen’s
Track veaflicable o Mt Spec Tin Mines. This would give the
trirty tmen employed trere access vo @ wmail service and fresh
et {Ougensdander 19 Apeil 10023

Working conditions e the rainforest were also difficult and
Sﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁ:iﬂf{;’.ﬁ d&!fg(ﬁr{)!}ﬁ,
Ar Mount Benham the mining ts all in dense tropical sorob,
which adds terribly # the difficulty of prospecting and mining,
and abso of getting the tin away from the clatns. {Annual Report of
the Department of Mines 1893, p, 8§%)
Miners suffered plagues of fleas, ticks, leeches and snakes.
{Noveh {ueensdarad Ferald 12 Aprit 19020 In event of tnjuty, h{flp WS
a long way off. jack Johnsrone had to walk oot of the screb
with an arne shattered it a showan sccidens. (Hevber River Express
20 Nevember 1982) 10 March 1904, 2 two wheeled horse drawn
ambrtlance made the round rrip from Ieghant o Fwan via
Jacahsen’s Frack in thitty-six haurs, inclading twelve hows for
the horses to rest a1 Pappin’s Miner's Rest Hotel at the foot of
the tange. The patierst with sciarica west have suffered as the
ligrer bounced s way over the rongh tracks. (Flerbert River Exjress
13 Noverber 1952)

Fhe Mt Spec-Palema area remains relatively inaccessible
woday, and workers in the foresr face similar challenges almost
a century later  In the ewly 1980, Ingham timbercuuer
Mollenkamp drove his vehicle over the rough track from
Tatavale Road to Paluma seeking help. His upper arnt had
beert serashed by « falling “widow-maker' - # large branch left
swspericled high above the ground in the canopy when a neathy
tree is felled. In a similar incident, tie-miner Leo Rule drove
himself from Gracie Creek (beyond Paluma Dam) into Paluma
siffering from burns after his petrol-driven water-pump
exploded durtnrg refuelling. (Venn, Pemonal reminiscences)

Witter was not often a problem for the miners, uriless there was
tae nruch of i, a dircer contrast o the annual shut-down that
occurred cach Dry season fartlrer west, (Anmat Report of the
Deparument of Mines 1894, rp. $05-106) 1t 1901, Artliar Bertham
sold the Midniglt Queen, a reef tin claim at the lead of
Saltwater Creek, o Charles Edward and Samue! James Allen.
(Bepurmery of Mires Registration of Claims 1 g0 459, Annuat Report 1902,
p. 54y Arthur had already applied for an exemprion from work:
The heavy rain causing too much water w contend with and
therefore | am unable 1o work the ground, (Digweed & Mammeond
1986, p. 109)
Benhaurs tunnels, dug in an strengpt to drain off water, could
be tocated 2 the carly 1980s by the collapsed air pipes. (Brown
18 July 1984, Irerview)

Marey miners had permanent water in the manges, a boon
during wost of the year (Caneron 1901, 1.2 By danoming small,
fast flowing crecks and channelling the water through races,
miners contld carry on sluicing operations  single-handed.
Johnstone was watking this way when visited by government
geologhst Suine-Surrth ir 1916, (Queenstand Government Mining
Tourmal 15 November 1916, p. 532 On one suclt creek krrown s
The Spec, a small waterwheel was used 1@ power a twoelwead
%);m'cr@a {Brown 1901, Loewmer from previons owner of Cards” Batrery)
During the Wet seasorr however, heavy downpours cordd
destrov stockpiles of ore set aside for crushing or wasldng as
waret became avatlable. Urscrupulous reeighbours could abso
mutke use of sudden downpours, as Fred Benhant's son Alfred
wrote in 1980
Ore funpy neident which happened while we had the store at
Praspector’s Creek: ad wsed 1o do gn serarching when he had
rime ared one year he stacked a lot of dirt ready for the wes season.
Ay this time he did his own packing, taking delivery in Ingham.
On one trip he went down for goods and it rained inches and all
crecks were bankers, I was over 2 week before we could get kome
and the old boy was wortied about Tis stacked dirt getting washed
away ~ tin atd all. When we got home he unloaded the packs,
gotom his horse and 1o over the gudly, only 1o find someone bad
mi{d(’. g(’)(_\\.f %1354 f_}{ tEl@- ran aﬁd })ad WE!SIK;‘C!. &Ei }'Iiﬁ Si'ﬁ('i{ed diﬂ. ai}d
token the tin. Away Le went 1o find out who might have found
such o good patch, Tent poles were all that was left of one bloke's
camp 5o le wenr over o Bosworth Srore ar Hidden Valley and
fourd out that the chap bad sold the oo and “done a bunk™,
feaving us with a store hill of around nine quid. The old boy
could not do anything about it and i was a lony titae before he
could see the funny side of the incident. ENorth {Queensand Register
12 Jenuary 1980 Annual Report of the Deparmment of Mines 1896, p.
113

Rare droughes slowed tin production and mirers could not pay
their debrs, muty working withour Kcences or leaving the
district with debts wnpatd. {(Dhgweed & Hammond 986, p. 22)
Several years of unusnally dry weather cotncided with the Last
few vears of the 1890s Depression. Alluvial mining ceased and
miners were “barely making rations”. {(Annual Reporr of the
Depariment of Mines 1397, . 108; 1898, p. 99} One woman and her
childrern nearly died of tlirst.
My stepfather was going o po 0 a place called Hallow to get
some tin and the packer was to take us. He came once In three
months. e was raking uws and he got so lost he unpacked the
horse and Iefs us in the bush, We were there three days withowt
water. it was during the 1902 drought. The lrorse fell down ina
gully and broke his leg arel my motler cut his throwt and we
drank his Bload We dmok our own water. We drank vinegar,
We licked the dew off rhe leaves early in the moming. My
mother wenr through a lot . Our tongues were swolben. Char Hps
was cracked. We were in a hell of a mess, {(Townsuille Budlzon 4 May
1996}

Apart from the short-lived companies, most mining ventures
around Mt Spec-Paluma appear to have beer sirall, consisting
of single ‘scratchers’, family partnersleips, or small groups of
men. Some of these were Johnstorre and Phillips, the Bertham
brothers {four of whom — Frederick, Jesse, Arthur, Edwin, with
brother-in-law Arthur Dyer — are recorded ss having held
leases on the Kargaroo Hills Mining Field) and the Gards.
Many of the origingl prospectars moved among ventures on
adjoining frelds over a lengthy period. Tom Casd was at Mt
Spec with his brother at the tum of the contury, and again
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with his sons in the 1920s. (Annual Report of the Department of Mines
1903, p. 90, 1904, p. 8; Queensland Government Mining Journal 1927, p.
469)  Johnstone (sometimes Johnson) came from Denmark as
a young man in the 1880s, spending fifty years around Mt
Spec. (Herbert River Express 20 November 1982) In 1916, he was
“engaged in sluicing in dense scrub country at the head of Spec
Creek” and had been working alluvial tin at Mt Spec for
twenty years. (Queensland Government Mining Journal 1916, p. 539)
Johnstone's Hut clearing, containing some lilies and the gravel
foundartion of his small hut can still be locared near Mt Spec.
Phillip Foxlee also spent many years at Mt Spec.
“getting out good stone” at Mt Spec in 1901, and was still
there in 1925. (North Queensland Herald 22 June 1901; Foxlee 12 January
1925, Lerter to Theodore)  As previously mentioned, the Benham

He was

family had a seventy-year association with Mt Spec.

Despite its isolation, there were advantages to living and
working around Mt Spec. The altitude, combined with the
cooler climate, allowed the cultivation of fruit trees,
vegetables, lilies and roses, some of which still survive in the
old camp clearings. Saint-Smith wrote in the 1916
Queensland Government Mining Journal:
Johnstone has succeeded in establishing an excellent fruit and
vegetable garden here, probably more by reason of the good
rainfall than for any inherent value in the poor granite soil on the
hillslope. (p. 539)
In 1913, Townsville businessman and lobbyist for access to Mt
Spec, McKimmin, had also visited ‘Mr Johnson’ and had seen:
The following fruit trees and vegetables: Lemon, passion fruit,
Peach, Banana, Grape Vine, Strawberries, Apples, Pear,
Mulberry, Pineapple, Corn, Cabbage, Peas, Beetroot, Beans,
cauliflowers, and Sweet Potatoes. (Evidence to the Royal
Commission of the Development of North Queensland 1931, QSA
Af6419)

The richness of ore crushed from the Mt Spec area is also
commented on. (Annual Report of the Department of Mines 1901, p. 89;
Queensland Government Mining Journal 1916, pp. 538-539) Walter
Cameron reported “a three-head Park and Lacy prospecting
battery with hand buddle....in the hills about the sources of the
Running River” in his 1901 Report to Parliament. In the first
three months of 1901, this battery crushed seventy tons of ore
from various leases, returning eleven tons of black tin, and a
trial crushing from Lease No. 111 went four per cent black tin.
(p. 6) In 1902, Mount Spec Tin Mines produced 100 tons at Mt
Benham, crushed at six percent black tin. (North Queensland Herald
26 April 1902) The company had been formed since Cameron’s
visit to the Kangaroo Hills Field. Cameron foreshadowed the
difficulties they would face, despite the “good lodes™

As they were reported to be heavy with water, and so inaccessible,

I did not visit them. (Cameron 1901, p.6)

Date Unknown Running River. Cavill’s battery.

W ] Laurie, Venn Collection

The Mines Department 1948 summary commented that “the
ore they raised was of relatively high grade”. (Mines Department
1948, Notes)  Phillips at Prospector’s Creek, Mt Spec, in 1916
was gerting “tinstone assaying 72 percent for meral”.
Johnstone, working Spec Creek, was obraining “assays as high
as 76 percent, with the average 74 percent”. (Queensland
Government Mining Journal 1916, p. 539) Despite the richness of the
ore, some disappointing prospecting and the costs of working
in such an area halted the promising shaft operations at Mt
Sp(‘( before the end of 1902. (Annual Report of the Department of
Mines 1902, p. 82)

Tin prices at the turn of the century were good, maintaining
the production of alluvial tin which was easier as long as water
was available. Production for 1901 was 148 tons of black tin
and seventy-five tons of stream tin, worth 14 207 pounds.
Average production of alluvial tin for 1903-1905 was about
187 tons per year, worth about 54 000 pounds. Another
ninety-four tons of stream tin was produced in the Star River
Mining District.  (Queensland Government Mining Journal 15 May
1906, p. 241)  Around 1905, there was another small rush in
alluvial tin at Cloudy Creek, fifteen miles from both Ollera
Creek and Hidden Valley.
Up to fifty men were established here with a tramway of 200 to
300 yards running from the workings to the dam. The workings
were at the 3000 feet level and loam carrying tin had been
excavated from the surface to a depth of thirry-six feer. Another
minor rush occurred in dense scrub country around Ethel Creek.
“Settlement” there consisted of fourteen huts. (Burla, Notes
supplied ro Digweed & Hammond)

In the Depression, men turned to tin-scratching to supplement
their family incomes. In 1933:

a number of prospectors won alluvial tin at Hidden Valley,

Hermitville, Mount Spec, Running Creek, Spring Creek, and

Stockyard Creek. (Parliamentary Papers 1934, p. 14)
Others who wished to remain in the district long-term (for
example, members of the Rule and Smith families) sought
seasonal paid employment in other industries, especially the
timber industry, returning solely to mining if prices justified it.
Tin production dropped to only eleven tons in 1931,
recovering to 118 tons in 1941. Although tin was still mined
at Mount Spec and Cluudy Creek and on adjacanl streams as
late as the 1950s, and west along Running River into the
1980s, transport difficulties and the fluctuating price of tin
made prospecting an activity that was pursued on a part-time
basis. To some, ‘tin-scratching’ was a hobby that just might
pay its way. (Brown 28 July 1984, Interview) Between 1941 and
1971, annual tin production was less than 100 tons. (Levingston
1971, p. 2) The collapse of world tin prices in the mid-1980s saw
the end of the tin-miner around Mt Spec. (Brown 28 July 1984,

Inrerview; Slu_‘p}wn] in Burla nd., P 9)

The ‘scrub’, with all its disadvantages, had suited the small
man.
Beyond the bounds of mineral leases....the alluvial rin “fossicker”,
in average season, has a wide range in which to exercise his
industry, alluvial tin being found in more or less payable
quantities in all the watercourses....not a few rich ‘pockets’ of ore
have been unearthed in this way. It is an ideal poor man’s
diggings; the climate is good, the food supply plentiful, and given
a fairly sufficient rainfall there is a certain return for the labour
u)([k:ntlt:d. ( Annual Rl'purl of the {-)('F".Il'lﬂh‘l'll of Mines 1901, p- B39)




A Purely Pleasure Parade

— deciding to build a road

me the days of the pioneering miners and packers, the
scenic beauty and temperate climate of the ranges was
emarked upon, as was the need for a good road.

n the 1901 Annual Report of the Mines Department,

Warden G.H. Newman promoted Jacobsen's Track as access

‘o the ranges: 7
A road by Jacobsen's track would....strike the divide between
Qakey Creek and Running River on which watercourses all the
principal mines....are situated. A thoroughly practical man — Mr
Frank Fraser, of Ingham — who was the first to take a dray over
the range, assures me that a very good dray road could be made
on this track at a cost of some 1500 pounds (p. 90)

The Assistant Government Geologist’s Report to Parliament
n the Kangaroo Hills Mineral Field (Cameron 1901) compared
‘he relative costs and benefits of the existing steep road from
Townsville via Thornton’s Gap (Hervey Range) with two
sroposed roads from the Ingham-Stone River tramline
rerminus farther north. He noted that “the construction of a
road up the range behind Ingham has been reported on by
three engineers”, favouring the road which gave the best
mrades for wheeled traffic. (Cameron 1901, p. 2) Cameron
wcknowledged that the mines in the ranges needed to be
better established to justify the capital cost to the Ingham
Divisional Board of between 2000 and 5000 pounds. Most of
the early tracks investigated connected Mt Spec to Ingham.
The North Queensland Herald reported the finding of a
‘serviceable track” connecting Mt Spec and Byabra (near
Mutarnee), which would:

bring the mining rraffic in direct rouch with Townsville as deep

water can be got within a few miles of the scrub. (29 August 1901)

A good road was needed not only by the miners bur also to
allow visitors access to the ranges. The eaming potential of
the area as hoth a tourist and health resort was officially
promoted before the First World War. As early as 1902, a
correspondent for the North Queensland Herald visited the Mt
Spec Tin Mines, noting that the area would be good for a
health resort. (1 March 1902) In July 1913, the North
Rueensland Register reported on a trip to Mt Spec, suggesting
that a township be gazetted at Cloudy Clearing. The article
also pmpnsed a sanitarium in rhe ranges and the protection of
“the scrub”. (28 July 1913) Debate in the North Queensland
Register raged for almost a year over the relative merits of
sanitarium sites at Mt Spec, Mt Fox and Wallaman Falls. (28
July 1913, 15 Seprember 1913, 13 October 1913, | December 1913, 8
December 1913, 9 March 1914, 4 April 1914) Mt Spec was claimed
to be the superior site. (North Queensland Register 13 October 1913)

Hinchinbrook Shire Council favoured a health resort at Mt
Fox, and wanted the Lucinda Point Road funded as a Tourist
Road before the Mt Spec Road, but strong representation
from influential Townsville businessmen secured the Mt Spec
Road's inclusion in the Tourist Roads category. (Weener 1982,
pp- 21-22; McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)  In 1924, Shire
Clerk Druery wrote to H Bruce MLA, seeking his support for
an Ingham to Ewan road via Jacobsen's Track. Bruce passed

this request onto the Public Estate Improvement Branch of
the Department of Lands, but no funds were available. (Public
Estate Improvement Branch July 1924, Annotated letter)  Hinchinbrook
Shire Council later wanted the Mt Spec Road to exit at
Bambaroo, so that Council could keep its hinterland trade.
Ingham resident, Buffa, had proposed a sanitarium on the
Bambaroo Track, perhaps in the vicinity of the eventual
5]:1‘&\-“5 Guest House. (Hinchinbrook Shire Council Minutes 10
December 1929, 8 March 1932, 20 April 1934) Hinchinbrook Shire
Council eventually relented and agreed to support a road and
national park at Mt Spec, as long as it incurred no financial
|iabi|ity. {Herbert River Express 7 August 1913, 7 May 1914; Hinchinbrook
Shire Council Minutes 12 August 1924, 12 December 1933, 20 July 1934, 13
November 1934; Report of the Department of Labour and Industry 1932)

Public interest in mountain retreats continued throughout
the 1920s, a time when opening up the countryside to
Even in the 1930s
Depression, the economic potential of tourism was being
realised.

.‘iL‘I[’lEITlt‘nt was dt‘fil'lﬁl'_] ds Progress.

In the midst of a trade depression which has paralysed every
other iudunlry. the rwourist traffic to North Quccn.ﬁland is
developing apace and at the expense of overseas touring by
Australians.... The tourist trade to North Queensland is yet in a
rudimentary stage, but it was worth one hundred thousand
pounds in 1930, and could be organised ro one million pounds a
year, without resort to....subsidies. (Daily Mail 19 July 1931)

The Main Roads Board (later Commission) was charged with
the responsibility of investigating health resort proposals.
Access roads, as in the case of Mt Spec-Paluma, formed the
major expense in setting up such resorts. (Annual Reports of the
Main Roads Commission 1926; 1928; 1932) The 1926 Annual Repﬂl‘t
of the Main Roads Commission acknowledged public demand
for access to cool, wild places and suggested inclusion in its
funding of a “tourist road vote to open up National Parks,

waterfalls, and camping grounds at high elevation in various

: o s BRI Wl |
22 March 1922 Near Foxlee's Lookout, Mt Spec. Owver several days in
March 1922, Townsville’s Mayor Green (second from right) with water
engineer Mr Longley, led a party on an exploratory trip up into the Paluma
Range looking for a reliable water supply for their growing local authority.
The party was guided by local mine, Phil Foxlee, and is shown here resting
after lunch at Foxlee’s camp near his lookowt at 2950 feet asl.

W ] Laurie, Thuringowa Collection
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parts of the State”. (p. 7) The idea of a retrear to the mountains
was a leftover from colonial days where the summer heat was
to be avoided rather than endured. As late as 1928, medical
opinion was still undecided as to whether a healthy white race
(excluding those of Italian extraction) could prosper in the
tropics, given the clustering of settlement in the “low-lying
littoral of tropical Queensland”. (Barrett 1928, p. 425)'  In the
1920s, it was common practice to send ruberculosis sufferers
to recuperate at higher altitudes, another reason for
establishing mountain resorts. TB patients were still
recuperating privately in Paluma during the Second World

War.

The scenic attractions of Mt Spec had long been noted.
Philip Foxlee, a Mt Spec miner, wrote to Queensland Premier
Theodore in 1925 abour the scenic beauty of the ranges,
quoting W H Green (Mayor of Townsville City Council) in
part:
All the water comes pouring through this Gorge in one channel
at the mourh....this Gorge [is] two miles wide for almost its entire
length, or at least west of the Tin Hut and [is] crammed full of
waterfalls on every side....I think eventually we will have people
from all parts of the world through that Gorge and circle round
back to Mt Spec....it is likely to be a National Park. (Foxlee 12
January 1925, pp. 1-2)
Foxlee even offered to mark out a range road, bur his offer to
Theodore was not taken up. (1925, pp. 1, 2, 13, postseript) Foxlee's
Track was -._‘vcntuzllly abandoned as too steep. (May 1961, p. 4)
[n 1984, it could only be followed from Mt Spec as far as
Foxlee's Lookout.

Tourists were accommodated in the mountains in a series of
‘ranches’ and guesthouses long before the road was

constructed. The Shay family provided guesthouse

accommodation near Mt Spec itself. Visitors were taken on
guided tours, on foot or on horseback, of the many creeks and
waterfalls along the Bambaroo Track. (Cummins

& Campbell
Monthly Magazine September 1930; Shepherd in Burla, n.d.) Shay’s
Guest House was only a hundred metres from the source of
Waterfall Creek, and tourist advertising of the day claimed
the visitor would see seventy-five waterfalls on the trip up.
The small building consisted of two dormitories, a common
room and kirchen. The guesthouse was in good condition
until 1965 when a bushfire destroyed much of what remained.
(Townsville NFC Bushwalkers Newslerters, October 1965, July 1966)
Before the fire, citrus trees, crotons, hydrangeas and roses

could be seen growing around the clearing.

Public advocacy for construction of the Mt Spec Road took
place against a broader background of “progress”, “settlement”
and of rcgiu[]al li.\}"i"‘\_'!l.l'i}.{ for "furn'u:rs access roads”. {(_)\iL-L'T‘.:J.m\f
Agricultural Journal 1 July 1927, 1 December 1929) {_.‘t\lllillllllit}'
leaders promoted the role of government in financing the
necessary infrastructure, of which roads (then as now) were so
important.

Find the men, men of the right class, open up lands for

settlement, i'?rll\'il:ll_‘ the roads, and all will be well. [t is not
suggested that the Government should spoonfeed its settlers, but
it is suggested that roads be made to enable the pioneer farmers
access to their farms, and to their markets, for most of this is wet
country, and anyone who has seen it in the wet season, knows
the 'in1|1'.|-i:~;i}‘|'|'|[\f' and horrors of those country roads....(Evidence
to the Royal Commission on the Development of North Queensland

1931 QSA A/6420)

Barrett was writing in rebuttal to a letrer written by Dr Andrew Baltour and
published in rhe British Medical Journal, who claimed rhar the only
Europeans to prosper in tropical Queensland would be the Iralians.

24 March 1922 Upper Saltwater Falls (Big Crystal Creek). Mayor Green's party found abundant clear, fresh water racing towards the plunge

into the gorge below,

W | Laurie, Thuringowa Collection
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1929-1931 Mt Spec Road Main Roads Commission surveyors.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection

Most roads at the time were the responsibility of local
governments. An admission of State responsibility for some
roads led to the formation in 1921 of the Main Roads Board.
The Board was anxious to prove itself and regional lobby
groups across the state exploited this. At the time of the
establishment of the Main Roads Board, there had been a
shift in policy for the funding of roads, from it being the
responsibility of the general taxpayer to that of road users.

Thus the

registrations, licences, and fuel taxes collected in one district

hegan perennial arcuments about vehicle

but spent in another. This shift in policy and the growth of

motor vehicle traffic spawned organisations like the RACQ.
These financially successful vehicle owners lobbied for the
cxpcudlluru of funds in their own districts, and for the
construction of ."’-I‘-L‘L‘”.il.'. roads. (Queensland Agricultural Journal 1
July 1927, pp. 80 -81)  Members of the Townsville RACQ club
were particularly active in the late 1920s, cutting the track up
Castle Hill using tools borrowed from Townsville City
Council. (Townsville City Council Minutes 20 December 1928, pp.242-
243) Throughout the 1920s, Shire Councils, car clubs and
other private groups campaigned for the construction of their
favoured roads. The inclusion of a “Tourist Roads’ caregory in
the government’s 1928 road aid program provided further
encouragement for such lohbyists. (Wegner 1984, p. 21) At that

time, the State government was considering a number of

proposals for ‘health resorts’. (Annual Reports of the Main Roads
17, 1930, p. 14; 1931, p.11; Wegner 1984, p. 21)

Many of these sites were within the coastal ranges, where the

Commission 1928, p.

temperate climate was thought to be of therapeutic value.

{Qlll'l']'!?\l:”'lll (‘]ll\v"t'.r”llll']" I”r\']]i_}_:l"nk‘\' ;|]|\] F]—l"”'!-.‘\'f n”rt:illl |924. J‘i\['ll[ll'.lll
Report of the Main Roads Commission 1928, p. 17; Barrymore 1933, p. 21;
Cummins & Campbell Monthly Magazine April 1935, February 1939)

The Townsville and District Development Association had
been acrively lobbying the State Government to open up Mt
Spec in the early years of the century. In 1913 the Mt Fox
Road was put through. (Nerth Queensland Register 28 July 1913, 8
September 1913, 13 October 1913)  Later, Mt Fox was subdivided
into 5-10 acre lots, with a reserve ser aside for a sanitarium.
(Novth Queensland Register 9 March 1914)
successful Townsville businessman, REA McKimmin was

Association member and

instrumental in convincing the relevant authorities to open
Mt Spec up to settlement. His report on the six-day trip to
Mt Spec in 1913 waxed lyrical about the natural attractions
of the ranges. His enthusiasm is obvious:
[ have been all through this District on three different occassions
(sic) and can honestly say this report is not exaggerated....] have
seen most of the Southern Beauty Spots..and have no
hesitation in stating thar Mt Spec would surpass them all in
every way if properly opened up...the wonderful change of
climate compared to Townsville during the summer months is
difficult to describe.... (McKimmin 1913, p. 13)

McKimmin in 1913 was already thinking of road access and
township sites:
Cloudy Creek would probably be the best country to locate a

township.....The southern spur of the range leading to Cloudy

Creek looks very promising country for construction of a re ad of

easy gradients. (1913, pp. 7, 10 -11)

Local print media like the North Queensland Register
supported the Development Association in its attempts to
have Mt Spec opened up to settlement. After the First World
War, Mt Spec-Paluma became a popular weekend destination
for visitors from Townsville and Ingham. Although the area
was criss-crossed with tracks dating from the 1890s, the
easiest packhorse access to Mt Spec itself was gained via the
Bambaroo Track. A party led by McKimmin cleared the old
wagon toad from Shay's to the summit of Mt Spec in 1930 and:
After a little trouble and exertion the top of Mt Spec was
reached about mid-day and the two cars Pontiac (Mr Bert
McKimmin) and 4-cylinder Dodge (Mr Fred Hoffenserz) were
thus the first cars to reach the summit. (Cummins & Camphell

Monthly Magazine September 1930)

Sydney May (1961) credits Townsville jeweller Anderson with bringing the
tirst vehicle to the summir.

== o iy . .

1931-1935 Mt Spec Road. Mt Spec Road Main Roads Commission
engineer | Young and overseer W H McClelland (hands on hips) inspect
progress.

McClelland, Thuringowa Collection
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Although the Mt Spec-Paluma area lay within the
Thuringowa and Hinchinbrook Shires, Townsville City
Council was keen to get access to a water supply for its
growing city and was the road’s greatest champion at local
government level. The majority of patrons of a ‘health resort’
at Mt Spec would be Townsville City Council ratepayers.
The Easter 1930 Visitor’s Book from Shay’s Guest House was
submitted to the 1931 Royal Commission, recording the stay
of twenty-five boarders “mostly Townsville people who came
via Bambaroo”. (QSA A/6419) Townsville was a smaller
community in the 1930s, so membership of the various groups
lobbying for the Mt Spec road overlapped.” Council’s
professional staff also supported Mt Spec. FH Brazier,
Council's Engineer from 1925, had a personal interest in Mt
Spec, retaining property in Paluma until his death in 1989,

Townsville City Mayor W H Green was another influential
individual with a continued interest in Mt Spec. He saw Mt
Spec as a potential water catchment for Townsville and made
several excursions into the ranges. In the 1920s, Townsville's
water supply could not meet demand, necessitating
restrictions and threats of fines for “persons found wasting or
misusing water”. (Townsville City Council Committees Report Books 7
June 1922, p. 333, 6 September 1922, p. 293) Townsville CitY
Council had considered a report on Mt Spec from the
Department of Public Lands in 1921. The report was referred
to the Water Works Committee, a special subcommittee
consisting of Mayor Green and Aldermen Smith, Roberts,
Douglas, Hopkins, and Clege. Townsville City lent its
support to the idea of development at Mt Spec, giving the
chairman of the Water Works Committee permission to
consult with members of the Townsville and District
Development Association. (Townsville City Council Minutes 13
December 1921, p. 465) In 1922 the committee recommended
that the State Treasurer be approached to send:

an officer of the Hydraulic Engineers Department to visit and

report upon Mount Spec as a probable place for a future supply

of water for the city. (Townsville City Council Committees Report
Book 4 January 1922, p.322)

Although Treasury notified Council on 3 March that no
officer was available, Mayor Green took visiting Sanitary
Engineer F F Longley of the Department of Public Health to
Mt Spec for three days in March 1922. (Townsville City Council
Minutes Book 14 March 1922, p. 564, 13 June 1922, p.580) Foxlee acted
as their guide. (Foxlee 12 January 1925, p. 1)

Given the time of

e
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1929-1931 Mt Spec Road. Main Roads Commission surveyors. The
survey took two years to complete 1929-1931.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection

year, the visitors were probably left in no doubt as to the
amount of water going to waste over the waterfalls. Council
received Longley's report in June 1922. (Townsville City Council
Minutes 13 June 1922, p. 580) In February 1924, the City's water
supply had deteriorated such that reticulation was cut off
between the hours of 8pm and 6am. (Townsville City Council
Commitrees Report 4 February 1924, p. 317)  Lands Administration
Board surveyor W W Campbell reported to Council on the
potential of the Mt Spec catchment in 1929, (Townsville City
Council Minutes 21 November 1929, p.344) When surveying Mt
Spec’s timber reserves, Deputy Forester L S Twine also
commented on Mt Spec as a water catchment:
As a possible future water supply for the City 1 have not seen
anything in the district that can approach that part of the area
drained by big Saltwater Creek, there is a never failing supply of
beautiful clear water in this creek all the year round. (Royal
Commission on the Development of North Queensland 1931 QSA
AJ6420)

The quality of Mt Spec water motivated Townsville Council
to gain access to Mt Spec, as throughout the 1920s it also
Further
encouragement came from later reports by visitors to Mt
Spec.

But Oh! What wonderful crystal clear cold water compared to

faced problems with pollution of its supply.*

our hot and filthy Townsville water; and billions and billions of
gallons of it going to waste, when we should be using it in
Townsville and saving thousands of Pounds per annum for the
costly pumping and filtration schemes — so much for the wisdom
of our City fathers. (McKimmin 1930, p. 2)

However, financial constraints meant Council was loathe to
commit its own funds to the scheme. Progress was therefore
slow over the next two decades, as Council tried o get
financial support for the scheme from State Treasury.
(Townsville City Council Minutes 13 March 1923, p. 27; Committees Report
19 November 1923, p. 314)  Alderman Clegg represented Council
on an RACQ trip to Mt Spec in June 1924, following which
Council passed a motion:

That the Main Roads Board be approached with a view to

having a survey made of the road to Mount Spec. (Townsville City

Council Minutes 11 September 1924, p.127)

An amendment inviting the Thuringowa and Hinchinbrook
Shires to participate was lost. The Hinchinbrook Shire
Council was not interested in the Mt Spec road proposal, an
attitude its Townsville supporters found hard to understand.
Another trip to Mt Spec was organised for November 1930.
The Townsville participants were:

amazed to leamn that the Hinchinbrook Shire Council had been

advised of the trip about a month previously, and invited to send
NONE of the
Councillors accompanied the party, nor did the Council have
the common courtesy to even acknowledge the letter. So much
for their progressive spirit, and is it any wonder thar such a
wonderful lying dormant, unknown and
unpopulated.... Thank God, they discovered a road to Mt Spec,
and the Tableland in the Townsville area, or the country would

one or more ]{t‘[‘)rt‘.‘étﬂ‘]l’}il’i\,’{:!.‘i W‘I‘II‘I I'I'lf' party.

district  is

lie dormant for another 100 years. (McKimmin 1930, p. 4)

' Compare the Townsville City Council Minutes and Committee Books with
Mt Spec Development Association’s October 1913 Report and the
Townsville and District Development Associarion’s 1930 Reporr.

* See Townsville City Council Minutes and Committee Reports Books from
1923 to 1928.
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Five years after deciding not to involve the neighbouring
shires, in October 1929 a conference between Townsville
City Council and Thuringowa Shire recommended that an:
application be made to the Main Roads Commission to have a
road from Townsville to Mt Spec declared a Tourist Road.
(Townsville City Council Minutes 17 Ocrober 1929, p.337; Thuringowa
Shire Council Minutes 21 December 1927, pp. 352-352; 18 Seprember
1929, p.83)
Thuringowa’s support for the Mt Spec Road, while only
Thuringowa
Shire Council did fund repairs to Ingham Road prior to the
November 1930 RACQ trip to Mt Spec.
Council Minures 20 November 1929, p. 94) Thuringowa Council was
initially concerned about the level of liability it would incur
from the construction of the 5.8 miles of the road that was
within their shire. As it wound up the range, most of the
proposed road was in fact within Hinchinbrook Shire
Council's boundary. Hinchinbrook Shire Council’s atritude
went beyond a simple lack of enthusiasm to rejection of a road
to Mt Spec in favour of roads closer to Ingham. As Councils
were then responsible for both capital works and maintenance

lukewarm, did not damage Townsville’s case.

(Thuringowa Shire

of roads within their boundaries, this lack of support must be
viewed within the context of the campaign by local
government authorities across the state for the declaration of
Main Roads. Hinchinbrook Shire Council was eventually
relieved of construction costs of a road they claimed was of no
benefir to their Shire. Most of the cost would be covered by
Unemployment Relief funds, and Thuringowa Shire Council
would contribute the rest. (Report of the Department of Labour and
Industry 1932; Hinchinbrook Shire Council Minutes 12 August 1924, 12
December 1933, 20 July 1934) The Main Roads Commission
gazetred the proposed road from Moongobulla to Mt Spec a
“Tourist Road’, giving it the power to:

arrange with the Local Authority as to its share of the cost of

Permanent Works and Maintenance. (Thuringowa Shire Council

Minures 21 May 1930, p. 127)
Thuringowa Shire Council finally gave formal approval for its
portion of the Mt Spec Road in September 1934. (Minures 21
Seprember 1934, p. 313)

Mayor Green's vision of Mt Spec as a water catchment for
Townsville was realised on 11 December 1954 when the first
pipeline from Big Crystal Creek to Townsville was officially
opened as the Mt Spec Water Supply Scheme. This pipeline
was eventually duplicated, and the Paluma Dam constructed
in the 1960s on Swamp Creek near Mt Spec. Today, water
from Mt Spec barely reaches Townsville, being taken off by
the suburbs that have developed along the northern beaches
of Thuringowa.

In 1931, a Royal Commission was held into the dv\'t‘lnpment
of North Queensland.
Commission provide valuable evidence of contemporary

Submissions made to the Royal

opinion on the Mt Spec Road and the future gazettal of
Paluma. McKimmin raised the issue of inequitable road
funding for the north. (Royal Commission on the Development of
North Queensland 1931 QSA A6420)
the Townsville, Charters Towers and Herbert-Burdekin

He presented statistics for

regions to show a total of 5555 cars registered to 30 June 1930.
Since road taxes were enforced, the region had contributed
375 000 pounds to State revenue. When Federal Aid Money
not yet spent in those districts was included, 469 000 pnund}a

1929-1931 Mt Spec Road Mam Roads Commission surveyors.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection

of expenditure was due to the district. Spending to dare was
estimated at under 75 000 pounds, leaving an amount of 394
000 pounds owing to the region which contributed
“approximately one-sixth of the Registration Moneys of the
State”. (Royal Commission on the Development of North Queensland
1931 QSA A/6420) McKimmin's oratory strikes a chord today:

| consider that if all the Revenue of North Queensland had been

spent in the North, all the roads that have [been] advocated and

considered necessary would have been built many years
The bulk of the money, no doubt, has been spent on
Roads in the South, and a good deal of our Cash is also embodied
in the great Public Buildings which adorn the Capital and have
now made it so famous. Yes alas, our Funds have gone! and will

ago..

continue to go until we become Decentralised, and thus control
our own affairs and our own Funds and thus develop the District
more speedily. (Royal Commission 1931 QSA A/6420)

In February 1931, as the Mt Spec Road survey line was
completed, the Townsville branches of the Country and
Progressive National Party wrote to Deacon, Minister for
Lands “that the time is ripe for a survey of land at the top of
El"i(_‘ r;l[l}_:(_‘”,
Queensland 1931 QSA A/6419)
timber reserves to be accessed by the road, though their

(Rll\':ll Commission on [llL‘ l.)L‘\'L‘ll‘i‘l'ﬂL‘nl ol Nnrlla

|\11I.IC}’I was Il'l'.-ldL‘ (!f pt)l’L‘I"ll'i:—ll

extent was still unknown, as Deputy Forester L S Twine was
still surveying the recently created Mt Spec State Forest.
(Royal Commission on the Development of North Queensland 1931 (JSA
A/6420)

Rll\l’ill (_:nmmissinn d {L’“r I‘I'lﬂl'l['l'l}i lnrcr, rccmnmcndcd i Tll'rld

Forest Ofﬁccr] R Dawson, in his submission to the

for access to timber reserves, but decried the suitability of land
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“the
timberlands” for the timber industry. (Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland 1931 QSA A/6420)  The local
timber industry was in its infancy and the tin-mining industry

for settlement, preferring to secure remaining

was past its peak. A submission from of the Townsville and
District Development Association stressed the possibilities for
farming on the tableland, but their only evidence was of fruits
and vegetables grown in miners’ clearings around Mt Spec.
(Royal Commission on the Development of North Queensland 1931 QSA
Al6419)

Despite the enthusiasm of the Development Association,
Henry Madden of Black River bitterly challenged the funds
being allocated to the Mt Spec Road, advocating instead for
the construction of the Hervey's Range Road, which he
believed could easily be financed:
without any additional expense to the Government....this
important bit of range road can be completed by merely
transferring the relief workers, now employed upon an absurd
road to Cloudy Clearing (a purely pleasure parade 50 miles up
the coast) to Hervey's Range. (Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland 1931 QSA A/6420)
W E Mcllwaine, President of the Townsville Chamber of
Commerce, diplomatically rejected any comparison of the
two roads, stating that the Chamber supported both. He
concluded:
Mt Spec will be most valuable as a health resort for North
Queensland people. It will also be of value as a tourist attraction
and....in the rich scrub lands on top it is hoped to establish a
small farming community. (Royal Commission on the Development
of North Queensland 1931 QSA A/6420)

1931-1935 Mt Spec Road, Roadworks from Moongobulla (Ollera Creek) to Cloudy Clearing (Paluma) took over four years.

Unknown, Thuringowa Collection

The Report of the Royal Commission, issued later in 1931,

was scathing of the Mt Spec Road:
Townsville already has an expensive tourist road to Cloudy
Clearing....and no good purpose will be served by reporting on it.
We think....that Cloudy Clearing will be found unsuitable as a
tourist and health resort, and that the road will not pay interest
nor maintenance costs. Its continuance from Cloudy Clearing to
Mount Spec we consider to be unjustified. It has no merits from
the point of view of land settlement. (Report of the Royal
Commission on the Development of North Queensland Land
Settlement and Forestry 1831, p. 318)

After all the glowing submissions on the value of Mt Spec as

a health resort, a Royal Commission remained unconvinced.

When opening the road in July 1937, C. G. (‘Nugget') Jesson
(member for Kennedy), publicly announced that the
government’s objectives in building the range road were
(besides the obvious benefit of providing employment):
to provide the citizens of Townsville with a mountain resort and
to establish communication with the back country. (Tounsulle
Daily Bulletin 20 July 1937, pp. 9, 20)

The Main Roads Commission had recognised the needs of
industries like those of the
pastoral and proposed small crops for more direct access to

‘back country’ mining, timber,
Townsville and southern markets. However, as construction
commenced in June 1931, the potential of these industries
was unproven. Given greater priority was the provision of a
quick and scenic access to Paluma, gazetted primarily “to
provide the citizens of Townsville with a mountain resort.”

(Townsville Daily Bulletn 20 July 1937, p. 9; Annual Report of the Main
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Deparrment of Labour and Inductry 1931, p. 39) A,f_{aiin‘ this pn[t‘l‘l[i;l]

Roads Commission 1928, p. 1930, p. 14; Annual Report of the
was still unproven in 1931. The Mt Spec Road did not have
a specific destination, nor the proposed rownship a name, for
the letrer to Deacon from the Country and Progressive
Narional Party made suggestions on both:
Mt Spec and Cloudy Clearing (the present names) are not very
suitable for such a Beautiful Scenic Health Resort, and the
submitting of more fitting and appropriate names is under
consideration.
The letter also recommended:
that Quarter Acre Blocks on either side of the [Mt Spec Tourist]
Road be made available for ‘Building Sites, whilst the higher
Sites be surveyed and Reserved for a Sanitorium and Boarding
Schools, etc. (Royal Commission on the Development of North

Queensland 1931 QSA A/6419)

The gazettal of a township in the ranges and the construction
of its access road were two long-term local projects in the first
forty years of the twentieth century. It is not generally
realised that the Mt Spec Tourist Road from Moongobulla
(Ollera Creek) to Cloudy Clearing (Paluma) was built before
the northern highway from Townsville to Ingham was
constructed. In fact, it was government policy in the 1920s
not to gazette Main Roads parallel to the State owned
railways. Main Roads could only be construcred to connect a
railway’s hinterland with a railhead. This had the effect of
disallowing the construction of most regional ‘main’ roads.
Political party branches and local Councils complained about
locally collected funds being used to subsidise roads
elsewhere. (Royal Commission on the Development of North Queensland
1931 QSA A/6419) The policy restricting competition between

new Main Roads and existing railways meant that the Mt
Spec Road was one of few roads in the Townsville area that
qualified for funding as a Main Road. Later rescinding of the
policy permitted the upgrading of the Townsville to Ingham
road, known then as ‘the Townsville to Moongobulla section
of the Mt SDE‘C Road’. (Thuringowa Shire Council Minutes 21
September 1934, p. 325) An unsigned 1939 report on the Paluma
township (presumably by a Lands Administration Board
surveyor) noted that the Main Roads Commission was:
completing the last section of the 38 miles stretch from
Townsville and in a few months a good main road will extend
from Townsville to six miles beyond the Paluma township.
(Unsigned Report 19 January 1939, p.1)

Work on this section of the coastal highway, particularly
bridgeworks, brought Mt Spec closer to Townsville. (Cummins
& Campbell Monthly Magazine April 1935, pp.27,29; February 1939, p.26;
A major
deviation from the original alignment of the coastal highway

Annual Report of the Main Roads Commission 1936, pp.7,15)

was approved solely to be a more direct route to the beginning
of the Mount Spec Tourist Road at Moongobulla. (Annual
Report of the Main Roads Commission 1934, p. 8) The |‘|'Igl‘|WL-'tY from
Ollera Creek to Crystal Creek now follows the planned route.

The Great Depression paradoxically boosted expenditure on
such developmental roads through the application of
Unemployment Relief Scheme funds. (Annual Report of the Main
In the lead-up to the Depression,
the cost of relieving Queensland’s unemployment had more
than doubled between 1923 and 1929. (Grove 1932, p. 84)
Relief Scheme funds were raised by a levy on all incomes (first
threepence then sixpence in the pound). (Grove 1932, p. 88)

Roads Commission 1930, p. 14)

I8 July 1937 Little Saltwater (Crystal) Creele Bridge, Mt Spec Road. The Hon. C G ‘Nugget' Jesson cuts the ribbon to officially open the Mt

Spec Road. The well-attended opening ceremony was organised by the Tounsuille and District Development Association, without the ‘official’
sanction of the Main Roads Commission. President R E A McKimmin stands near Jesson with his hat under his arm. Professional photographer
W ] Laurie was also a member of the T&EDDA. Main Roads overseer W H McClelland (dark coat) is in the background ar the base of the

tree on the left hand embankment. Mrs | C (Margaret) Butler is the woman in the striped jacket.

W ] Laurie, Thuringowa Collection
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The Labor opposition claimed thart relief funds were being
misused to “develop the private property of some of the
Government’s supporters”. (Costar 1974, p. 39)  Funds could
only be spent through local government authorities, and no
evidence has been found of direct political patronage in the
case l)f tl"lt'f Mt SPL‘C TnUTisl' RUHL‘]‘

Despite the defeat of the Labor government in May 1929, and
the intention of the Moore Country Party National
government to slash government expenditure, Main Roads
Commission surveyors were soon on site at Moongobulla.
(Peut Letrer to Ron McKergow; Grove 1932, p. 86) The construction
of the Mount Spec Tourist Road was an ambitious project, the
largest Unemployment Relief project in the region. (Annual
[t was a long-
term project that would absorb hundreds of men. The
government’s policy of non-competition between Railways
Such

funding may not have eventuated had the government not

Report of the Department of Labour and Industry 1931)

and Main Roads supported funding for the road.

been so desperate to deliver unemployment relief. However,
in its rush to fund public works, the State government put its
money into a difficult project that eventually took five years
to complete and was of little immediate benefit. (Colwill 1977,
p- 29; Royal Commission on the Development of North Queensland 1931,
(QSA A/6419 & A/6420) The decision to build had already been
made, so any doubts as to the utility of the road were
overlooked in the necessity to provide growing numbers of

men with work.

The assumed benefits of opening up new country to
settlement had justified many a doubtful project. Although
the road did allow substantial timber reserves to be cut, these
reserves were not guaranteed at the time the decision was
made to build the road. Small farms, to grow “cold country
fruits”, were not subdivided until 1949 and are no longer
worked commercially. (McKimmin 1913, pp. 4, 9-10)  Another
objective for building an access road, though it often went
unstated, was Townsville City Council’s desire to secure a
The long-term importance of Mt Spec as a
for Townsville-Thuringowa
together an influential group of businessmen with varied
commercial, political and personal motives for ensuring the
m'.ld's Cl?llh[rllCli.U[l.

water supply.

water catchment brought

Memberships overlapped among the
Townsville City Council, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Townsville and District Development Association, the
Country and Progressive Narional Party, even the local
RACQ club. The political and economic climate of the
depression provided further motives for funding.
Construction of the road L‘\'Cmu;llly took ]nngcr than
expected and cost more than estimated. (Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland 1931, QSA A/6419) Today, many
tourists use thL‘ l'\'l'x]l_l, ]—‘llt l‘l‘llll'ﬂil h'rlh' not CXPHl'lLiL‘d o Tht'
extent of Kuranda, Cairns' ‘hill retreat’. Paluma is still a
summer hil\"l.‘l'l f‘l!l’ rht‘ PL'UPIL’ Ui- Tk'l“'l'l:\'v\-'illl_" I"Llf maost recent
building projects only replace dwellings that once existed.
The decision to build the Mt Spec Tourist Road was not taken
for utilitarian reasons and its construction had commenced

amongst some Controversy.

ca 1930s Ream Falls, Mt Spec. The Ream Falls were most likely named by Toumsville and District Development Association President, R E
A McKimmin. These falls may also be the foundation of the Paluma Dam spillway.

W | Laurie, Thuningowa Collection
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The Mt Spec Tourist Road

— A township created

report dated November 1930 presented to the 1931
Royal Commission records the beginnings of the Mt
Spec Road:
About five miles of the track had been cleared of all trees and
stumps; and the first cuttings at the foot of the Range were well
in hand, whilst a considerable amount of blasting had also been
done at the foot of the Range (QSA A/6419)

The Main Roads Commission was responsible for the survey,
design and supervision of construction. (Annual Report of the
Main Roads Commission 1931, Appendix Il p. 72)  Apart from some
men under contract (for example rruck owner-drivers)
A

new supervisor, W H McClelland, was transferred onto the

Commission staff were the only permanent employees.

construction site in July 1931 ro quell industrial unrest among
the reliet workers.
Although the Spec road had then only been started a few
months, the man in charge of the job was having trouble with
the men who threatened to strike — so that's how we came north.
(McClelland 23 July 1986, Personal Communication)

ThL‘ Yyarn lll'dl. 201 iln]lﬂll_i Wis lhill.,”:ﬁt}]llt [[iilil‘].l] h'dil l‘t(_'l-l
placed in charge of a selection of men and this lot of men
objected to him being their boss....they were going to call a
strike....So he told them straight, that that chap, providing

he's working and does his work correctly, it didn’t matter what
nationality he was. (McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)

McClelland remained as Officer in Charge until 1942, and no
further record of unrest has surfaced.

Main Roads staff consisted of McClelland and seven gangers
including one in charge of the pipeworks at Ollera Creek and
another in charge of bridgeworks at Little Saltwater (Cryst‘al)
Creek. The Commission also employed three of its own truck
drivers, some powder monkeys and a cost clerk, pay clerk and
timekeeper in the office. Labour was drawn from the region’s
unemployed men, who were engaged for a maximum of three
months. Men could be re-employed if they chose to re-
register with the Department of Labour and Industry and
wait. (McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)

Despite the poor economic climare of the early 1930s, there
was often a shortage of workers on the road. Causes for this
were the rotational nature of employment coupled with hard
working conditions and isolated living conditions. (Annual
The Intermittent
Relief Scheme had been formed in March 1931 from the
amalgamation of existing schemes providing rorational relief
work and supply of relief rations. The new scheme was aimed

Report of the Main Roads Commission 1934, p. 13)

1931-35 Mt Spec Road. Mam Roads Commission work cart with petrol powered compressor bogged in sand.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection
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primarily at families, the amount of work
granted being proportionate to the number
of dependants. ‘Traveller’s walking rations’
continued to be issued to single men who
were expected to travel looking for work
until June 1932, when the travel stipulation
The
incoming Moore government refused to

was removed. (Colwill 1977, pp. 29-30)

distribure ‘dole’ money “on the grounds that
it was morally degrading for a man to receive
charity in lieu of work”. (Costar 1974, p. 38)
Only men prepared to work would receive
public funds. To quell feared unrest among
the growing numbers of vocal unemployed,
police stations and courthouses were used as
the administrative centres of these schemes.
(Colwill 1977, P i1)

altitude, the rainforest

As the road gained

1931-35 Mt Spec Road. Roadworks construction camp with tents and equipment.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection

small scoops known as ‘tumbling tommies' were towed behind

had to be manually cleared. From
47500 to 72500 feer through-
chainage, the prevailing
vegetation is marked on the
working drawings as “vine scrub”
or “jungle”. (Main Roads Commission
1930 - 1934, Working Plans and Sections)
Two tractors and a few trucks,
small by today’s standards and
two air compressors were initially
aids.
Cuttings were blasted through
the granite using gelignite. The
softer earth under the rainforest

Thl.,_' L'rl'll‘_." I]’Ig}:.']']'&l‘lil:.;ll

was ploughed up by horses once
the trees were cleared. (Plant 24
Once broken
up, the overburden was removed
using

May 1987, Interview)

horse-drawn  scoops,
wheelbarrows or mining trolleys
on .~in‘la“ PiCCCS lTF Pt’)niﬁ"flc rl":'lc](.
Blasting powder was used to

loosen sections of gravel. Later,

1931435 Mt Spec Road. Tents, wagons and piping on voad construction.

ca 1933 Mt Spec Road at 45,000 feet through cha
Mrs McClelland noted that it was their car.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection

one of the crawler tractors. (Linton June 1987,
Reminiscences) Most work was done with picks
and As the
Unemployment  Relief  project
Townsville, it was Ct‘l'tumly labour-intensive.
(McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)

shovels. most  significant

near

Initially, all workers were located in one large
camp near the base of the range. Hollimans,
merchants of Townsville, maintained a
galvanised iron ‘store’ here for the life of the
camp. (Plant 24 May 1987, Interview) Near No. 1
Camp, a pipeworks was erected on Ollera
Creek. Over four years until its removal in
November 1934, the small gang of men living
near this plant made the hundreds of concrete
pipes that form most of the culverts under the
road. (Main Roads Commission Job History Sheet 117-

501-19 November 1934) As work progressed,

we

tinage. Stone cutting during construction.,

McClelland, Thuringowa Collection
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them. As they demurred in complying
with his peremptory demand, he fired
two shots at them in their direction.
One of the pellets struck Mr. Killoran
just above the temple, but no injury
resulted. The offender then made off
into the bush, but Constable O'Brien
fired some shots ar the retreating figure
without effect. (Townsville Daily Bulletin
10 December 1931)

One tyre was shot out, bur the pay
was distributed, then Townsville
Police were informed. A party of
six police officers and two
Aboriginal trackers arrived that
evening but it was not until Friday
that Townsville
horseman Charles Henry Edmonds

ilfl't‘l'l"lllk]l']

was apprehended and charged.
(Tounsville Daily Bulletin 12

1931)  Edmonds pleaded guilty ro

December

cal933 Number

Road.

smaller satellite campsites were established near significant
projects, for example the construction of a masonry arch
culvert or the blasting of a granite bluff. This makes it
difficult to arrive at an accurate total for the number of camps,
but there were four major campsites and probably ar least as
many single gang camps. The Main Roads site office and
most permanent Commission staff were located in the main
camps, often spending years living at a particular site.

Each main camp is remembered for the significant events that
took place there. Camp No 1 had a payroll hold-up. On
Wednesday 9 December 1931, Pay Clerk Michael Killoran
and driver Jim Stewart drove the utility truck from the camp
to Moongobulla railway siding, where they collected the
and

3 Camp at "The Saddle”, Mt Spec Road. Roadworkers in front of “Barverts”
Guesthouse and “Number Three Camp™ on Mount Spec Road. Number 3 Camp at 46,000 feet through

chainage was the largest and longest-lived of all the construction camps along the length of the Mt Spec

McClelland, Thuringowa Collection

being found with an unlicensed
pistol in his possession. (Townsuille
Diaily Bulletin 14 December 1931) He was
also committed in February 1932
to stand trial on a charge of
atrempted robbery while in possession of a dangerous weapon,
namely a shot gun, but was later found not guilty. (Townsuille
Daily Bulletin 8 February 1932; McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview) An
unfortunate consequence of the trial was the temporary
unserviceability of the Main Roads utility:
Ford Truck No. 146 has given a good deal of trouble larely owing
to some of the tyres being old and also the Paolice requiring a tyre
and tube as exhibits in the Mt Spec case, hawever | am obtaining
some new ones. (Main Roads Commission Weekly Report Ending 8
January 1932)

The shift to No. 2 Camp at the head of the works was
completed on 18 March 1932. A temporary timber bridge
had just been erected over Little Crystal Creek, providing

payroll escort
Constable O'Brien. As the
men working on the road
were about to he stood
down for the Christmas
season, the payroll was
almost four hundred
pounds. On the return

journey, the road to the

camp was found blocked by

a felled tree:
The party

remove the

gor oul....to
obstacle and
just as they were about to
do so, a voice called on
them, “Put up your hands."
The party then looked
around to see where the
strange voice had
from, and observed a man
partly concealed behind

come

some rocks and bushes,
with a shot gun pointed at

cal933 Mt Spee Road. View of a large maple balanced on the edge
wse of mining technology — tramlines and trolleys.

T A BN
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of Mt Spec Road during construction. Note the

Unknown, Thuringowa Collection
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access to works beyond there. (Main Roads Commission Weekly
Report Ending 18 March 1932) No. 2 Camp was below Little
Crystal Creek, about three kilometres from the bottom of the
range, and was not a popular site. (Plant 24 May 1987, Interview)
Blasting of hard rock continued nearby. On one occasion, a
sharp shard of granite sliced through McClelland’s tent and
landed in the hnhy"ﬁ cot. (McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)
The tents issued by the Main Roads Commission were erecred
in open forest on sloping ground. This campsite was subject
to bushfire, plagued with spiders and water needed to be
carted in. (McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview) Snakes were also
a problem:
| can remember the snakes were very bad at one stage and every
night while | was sitting at the table | used to pur my feet up on
the stool and sit on them so the snakes wouldn't bite me. (Linton
June 1987, Reminiscences)

The site office was moved in late 1933 to No. 3 Camp site at
‘The Saddle” about ten kilometres from the bottom of the
range. No. 3 Camp was very well organised and lasted five
This was an excellent campsite, and for years
afterwards, Main Roads maintained it as a lookout and picnic

years.

area. Today, a track leads down onto the rare flat area below
the road, but it is overgrown and the shelter shed has been
removed. After the trees were cleared, there was enough
ground at this campsite to stable horses and build a rough
tennis court. (Main Roads Commission Report 22 February 1932; Weekly
Reports Ending 26 February 1932, 4 March 1932)  Ships water tanks up
on the roadside held a back-up supply for when the small
creek running through the camp ran dry. Communications
with the outside world were through a telephone line down
the ‘Lemon Tree Track’ which connected the camp to the
Post Office at Mutarnee.

Families were encouraged to live at this camp by the
communal amenities that were maintained by Commission
staff. Single men’s ‘ranches’ were set up near all significant
campsites to cater for the men. Single men at No. 3 Camp
were catered for at Barrett’s Guesthouse (sometimes Ranch).
Barrett's became popular with weekend visitors from
Townsville. The scenic attraction of the new road, noted in
Main Roads Commission Annual Reports, led to the
establishment of a series of guesthouses and camping grounds
while construction

along its length

continued. (Annual Report of the Main Roads
Commission 1931, p. 16; Barrymore 1933, pp. 21 - 12,
McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview; Cummins &
Campbell Monthly Magazine April 1935, pp. 27, 29)

Queensland’s Governor, Sir Leslie Wilson,
left his train at Moongobulla and travelled
up to No. 3 Camp for lunch and to view
progress on the mudwu_rrks, such was the
significance of the Mt Spec Tourist Road

project to the State's uncl‘np|u3’|ncnl‘ relief
efforts.  Just after the Governor's visit,
Cn:stcilu‘ a cook at one of the ranchm. went
wallaby shooting one Saturday afternoon
and never returned. Despite a police search
involving the relief workers and
Commission staff, no trace of Costello was
ever found. No. 3 Camp eventually moved
to Paluma in 1938, three years after the
road was trafficable by car for its full length.
(McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)

cost in

The

Main Roads Commission then assumed

AACCCS-S It)ild:i were l']'ll_' main

developing tourism in the 1930s.

responsibility for all kinds of tourist
facilities. The Commission’s 1934 Annual
Report detailed draft legislation to amend
Main Roads Acts giving the
Commission althority to construct access
tracks to lookouts and

the power to erect buildings, landing stages,

the

wharves, etc in tourist areas, and to ler or lease
them or charge a toll for their use. (p. 5)

The Commission proposed a network of
walking tracks within the rainforest. Some
of these have since disappeared, while
others formed the basis of the present
National Parks and Wildlife Service tracks.

ca 1932 Mt Spec Road. Looking back from 18,600 feer through chainage.

MRC, Main Roads Commission Collection

An undated map (c.1939) held in the Main
Roads office in Townsville shows a walking
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track to McClelland’s Lookout, and a
proposed track to another lookout along a
spur east of McClelland's Lookout. The
Commission constructed a deviation from
the intended alignment of the road as it
entered Paluma (The Loop), providing
access to a lookout named in 1987 for their
Officer-in-Charge, Wilfred Hector
McClelland. (Annual Report of the Main Roads
Commission 1938, p. 10; McClelland 19 March 1989,
Interview)  McClelland, along with other
permanent Main Roads staff and families,
spent almost ten years supervising the
construction of the Mount Spec Tourist
Road to Paluma, then its extension the
Gregory Highway from Paluma to the
mining town of Ewan.

Deliberate attention was paid during
construction to the aesthetic appeal of the
road. No better example of the far-sighted
attitude exists than the pleasing design of
the masonry arch bridge across Little
Cl’"ﬁ[ﬂl CFCCL’. (Annual Beport of the Main Roads
Commission 1932, pp. 14 - 13) The Main Roads
Commission was also innovative in its
establishment of a “motor camp” at Paluma,
pm::sil‘ly the first motel in Australia. (Annual
Report of the Main Roads Commission 1937, p. 14;
1938, p. 14) Tenders for construction of the
motor camp (now Misthaven Units) were
called in 1937. Work was limited to the
construction of four units before the
pressures of war intervened. (Annual Report of
These
tourist facilities at Paluma continued to be
managed for some twenty years by Main
Roads. In the 1980s, long-term Main

the Main Roads Commission 1941, p. 7)

-l

Roads Department employee, W. Van der
Heyden, the
refurnishing the cabins in the mid-19350s.

recalled department

Consistent  with overseas the Railways

Department also consciously developed tourism, giving

experience,

protection to scenic features along irs tracks for future
enjoyment. The Railways Department encouraged roads to
scenic areas if these roads connected with a railway line,
thereby developing its tourist hinterland. In conjunction
with the Railways Department, the Main Roads Commission
enthusiastically promoted Mt Spec. {(Annual Report of the Main
Roads Commission 1931, p. 11; 1932, p. 7; Wegner 1982, p. 22; Barrymore
1933, p. 22) By the late 1930s, tourists could travel by car or
rail to Paluma for a day trip to the mountains, privately or in
a party organised through the railways. (Barymore 1933, p. 22)
Visitors staying overnight were accommodated at Barrett’s |
then later at the Main Roads Cabins or ar “Cavilcade”, a
private guesthouse in Paluma run by former Main Roads
L‘,Illpi\!\,'ut‘ Bert Cavill. (Cuwmmins & Campbell Menthly Magazine
February 1939, p- 26; McClelland 19 March 1989, Interview)

With increased visitation came further lobbying for the
gazettal of a township. The head of works on the Mt Spec

ca 1932 Mt Spec Road. Rock fill through chainage approximately 19,900 feet. Note the use of
tramlines and trollevs and rope to mark the line of construction.

MRC, Main Roads Commission Collection

Tourist Road was still two miles from Paluma when the first
lots were auctioned on 22 December 1934. (Tounsville Daily
Bulletin 24 December 1934)  Other townships in the Kangaroo
Hills Mining Field had been established and disappeared
before Paluma was gazetted. The shifting nature of alluvial
tin mining or the difficulties of the climate ar Cloudy
Clearing may have caused the delay in gazetting a township
and the establishment of facilities in the early days of
European settlement (no pub, general store, post office or
police station).

At the auction held at Townsville's Land Office, upset prices

for the lots ranged from twenty-five to fifty-five pounds.

These were all residential blocks, with the |argest heing

almost thirty-nine perches. (Queensland Government

Gazette Volume CXLIII No. 144, p. 1425) On the morning

of the auction, the Tounsville Daily Bulletin compared the:
somewhat unpleasant conditions in Townsville [to the]
considerably more comfortable conditions....at Cloudy Clearing
on the Mt Spec Road. (22 December 1934)
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Main Roads Commission staff had visited the newly surveyed
township a few days before the auction and “at mid-day
experienced practically chilly conditions” (Tounsville Daily Bulletin
22 December 1934)  Monday's Bulletin reported that ten of the
blocks had sold at upset prices, while the rest available to the
first bidders after 11am that morning. Among the original
landholders were Albert (Pop) Cavill, and two of the
Paluma's protagonists - John Anderson and R E A
McKimmin. All blocks sold faced the Mt Spec Tourist Road
which was still a temporary track through the village.
(Townsville Daily Bulletin 24 December 1934)

By February 1935, the formed Mt Spec Road was:
within a mile and a half of Paluma, and the rest of the distance
was compassed on foot, along a good track. (Cummins & Campbell
Memthly Magazine April 1935, pp. 27, 29)
All forty-one available allotments had been taken up. The
full length of the road was trafficable twelve months later, but
not opened by ] G Jesson MLA for another eighteen months.
The Townsville District Development Association (President
R E A McKimmin), without much support from rhe Main
Roads Commission, sponsored the opening

disassociate myself from the criticism then levelled against the
condition and progress of the road. (Melrose 16 August 1937, Letter

to District Engineer Main Roads Commission)

Lands Dcpartmcnt SUIVEyors were active in the new
township, setting aside land for government purposes. A
Health Purposes Reserve (R.393) was gazetted in 1936 and
only disposed of in the mid-1980s. This block has never been
built on. While Paluma's sanitarium was never constructed,
the cool climate and altitude have aided the recovery of many
invalids, particularly during the operation of the RAAF
Medical Rehabilitation Unit during the Second World War.
Governments of the day obviously had high hopes for
Paluma, for a Courthouse reserve was set aside adjacent to the
reserve for the Police Station.
actually built in Paluma until 1961 following the relocation of
the station from the dying township of Ewan. This Police
Station lasted thirty years before relocating yer again to

A Police Station was not

Rollingstone. The Courthouse block is still for sale.

An undated Lands Administration Department map entitled
“Design of Sections V to X" shows that Paluma was originally

ceremony on 18 July 1937. (Townsuille Daily
Bulletin 17 July 1937; Tounsulle Bulletin 26 June 1982)
The reason for reluctance on the part of
Main Roads is difficult to understand.
Perhaps as a decision had been made to
continue the road on to Ewan, the job was
regarded as still incomplete. Perhaps too
much time had elapsed since the road from
Moongobulla to Paluma was acrually made
trafficable. Despite the lack of support from
the Commission, about 200 hundred people
are estimated to have attended the
celebrations.  Following the ceremony,
Jesson wrote to the Main Roads
Commission informing them that he had
“unofficially” opened the road.

The new township grew quickly. By 1937,
there were twenty buildings in Paluma.
(Wegner 1982, p. 7)
Perpetual Leases and was subject to certain

Land was sold as
conditions. If these conditions were not
met, the lease could be jeopardised. The
pace of road construction was not fast
enough for some of the new owners of
allotments at Paluma, who claimed poor
access as a reason for not fulfilling their
lease conditions. The new road was subjecr
to landslides, while photographic evidence
suggests that even clearing the thickly
f{)TL'S[Cd hlt)CkS \'."(TLlld hil\"(_' l-‘(_"L‘n a l'ﬂ.:-lj{.)r
undermking. (Cummins & Campbell Monthly
Magazine April 1935; February 1939)
T.G. Melrose rebuffed this:

I trust some future puHiC occasion will give

NEW owner

an opportunity for voicing of sentiments
quite at variance with the adverse criricism
which was used publically (sic) as a reason

B

for nonfulfilling of the terms of land ca 1932 Mt Spec Road. Rock curting between 20.000 feet and 20,200 feet through chainage.

pur(_'h'.-lﬁc in Paluma. | p'.lrticul:trh' desire to

AN - — N

MRC, Main Roads Commission Collection




intended to be much larger. (Lands
Administration Department n.d; Map) Another

six sections were added to the township
subsequent to this design, but were not
subdivided sold. Paluma 2001
includes Sections One, Two, Three, Four,
An
unsigned report dated 19 January 1939
report appears to relate to this design. This

or in

Five, Eleven, Fifteen and Sixteen.

report recommended an accurate contour
survey before any more sections were
opened up. As the Mt Spec Tourist Road
follows the ridge running east-west through
Paluma, the sections of land subdivided
either side of the road fall away to the north
and south. This fall is more pronounced in
Most of the
proposed sections proved unsuitable for

some sections than others.

subdivision, given their location on steep
The broad ridge
north to Witts Lookout was at different
for residential
subdivision or as a golf course, but was
eventually included the Mt
National Park.

!‘I opes il['lt.] watercourses.

times recommended

in Spec
The 1939 report had noted “rourists and
cannot a stable
development of a town” and recommended
that ten small farm lots be set aside for
“fruit and vegetable crops such as citrus,

week-enders ensure

passion fruit, strawberries, tomatoes, etc”.
Further
subdivision to the west of Paluma rook
place in 1949, when ten lots of land ranging

(Unsigned report 19 January 1939, p. 3)

in size from five to ten acres were auctioned
as Spt‘ti;l] Leases. (Government Printing Office
June 1949, Sketch Map of Portions 74 to 83) These
small farms were intended to fulfil the
proposed “small crops” idea of the 1930s,
for to Townsville's
“tableland” exporting “cold country fruits”
as far as Winton. This idea was first flagged
in Johnstone’s Statements made by residents of upwards of twenty
years included in McKimmin's Report on a Trip to Mt Spec
1913, later submitted to the Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland (McKimmin 1913, pp. 4, 9-10)
For the next twenty years, fruit, vegetables and flowers were
grown at Paluma for the Townsville market. The Williams
Logging Area just west again was suggested for dairying, but
this never eventuated commercially. (Unsigned report 19 January
1939)

Paluma become

23,950 feet.

In 1952, the first of several Recreation Reserves (R. 471) was
gazetted, under the control of private trustees. Private
trustees drawn from the membership of the Paluma and
District Progress and Development Association managed this
reserve until Thuringowa City Council assumed that role in
the early 1990s, enabling Council funding of the new
Community Hall. Reserve 471 exists today as ‘the village
green’. An adjacent area of about 11 acres 2 roods 20 perches
in Portion 95 was gazetted as a Reserve for Park and

-

I1 March 1931 Mt Spec Road. Job Number 117-501-6. Looking back through chaimage

MRC, Main Roads Commission Collection

Recreation Purposes (R.519) in July 1959. This Recreation
Reserve was similarly under the control of private trustees, in
this case William Little, Eric McKimmin, Michael Nielsen
and Leonard Crouch. In the same Government Gazette,
another Reserve for Recreation (R.520 -"The Loop’), about
one acre 2 roods, was placed under the control of the same
four trustees. Reserves 519 and 520 no longer exist.

In the 1990s, the Lands Department planned to subdivide the
remains of the original Cloudy Clearing (Balance Portion 95)
into sixteen residential blocks. Following the excision of a
portion for the construction of the Gumburu Catholic
Environmental Education Centre, public opposition to
further development led to the shelving of these plans.
Thuringowa City Council rezoned the balance as Public
Open Space. This zoning is in keeping with the sentiments
of the 1939 report:

A park area embracing the open space known as Cloudy

Clearing has been left. This area if properly developed will allow

a large swimming pool to be constructed, and with the systematic




clearing out of part of the undergrowth a beautiful scenic spot road to build, and is expensive to maintain. The construction
would be left fringing the pool, leaving ample room for a sports  of this road was a project for its time. It would not be built
ground and children’s play ground adjacent to the motor camp. today, and would not have been built during the Depression
(Unsigned report 19 January 1939, p. 2) without the energy and sheer persistence of the Townsville
The Mt Spec Tourist Road has provided access to a “health lobbyists, the impetus of providing desperately needed
resort” as promised during the thirty-year campaign its  unemployment relief or the physical efforts of men working

proponents waged to secure construction. It was an expensive  largely with picks and shovels.

11 March 1931 Mt Spec Road. Looking forward through chainage 23,950 feet.
MRC, Main Roads Commission Collecrion

ca 1933 Mt Spec Road. Construction of this section was under
ganger Birmingham.

McClelland, Venn Collection
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ca 1933 Liulde Saltwater
(Crystal) Creek, Mt Spec Road.
Ford truck on temporary bridge
over Crystal Creek. This timber
bridge was erected to provide
access to works beyond Lirtle
Crystal Creek while the masonry
arch bridge was stll under
construction.

Casey,

Thuringowa Collection

ca 1933 Little Crystal Creek, Mt Spec Road.
Timber framework for the masonry arch bridge,
Little Crystal Creek.

Casey, Thuringowa Collection

ca 1933 Litle Crystal Creek, Mt Spec Road. The
masonry arch bridges nears completion.

Unknown, Thuringowa Collection




ca 1932 Mt Spec Road. A smaller
masonry arch culvert at 17,100 feet
through chamage. Through chainage was
measured from the beginning of the
project at Moongabulla (near today's
turnoff at Ollera Creek). There are
several stome culveres like this. This
particular one is at the base of the range,
This was Job Number 1 17-5014.
MRC,
Main Roads Commission Collection

10 October 1932 Little Crystal
Creek, Mt Spec Road. Construction
of the masonry arch bridge. Abutment
‘B" in the foreground. Note the use of
saun hardwood for the _r'z'nu_f
formwork. Work was delayed while
stocks of saun timber were delivered
on ste.

MR,
Main Roads Commission Collection

10 October 1932 Litle Crystal

Creek, Mt Spec Road. Abutment
‘B’ looking due South. Note the
vock fill behind the arch.

MRD,
Main Roads Commission Collection




10 October 1932 Liule Crystal Creek,
Mt Spec Road. Abutment 'B’ looking
due south. Note the lagging put down on
the formwaork to hold the concrete when
it was poured over the vock fill.

MRC,

Main Roads Commission Collecrion

Early 1932 Little Crystal Creek, Mt
Si'll.'\. J\'l'\'-'\ll Nuote ”I|l' use of Ul'u' l”“”'-lr
timbers for the initial framework of
the masanyy arch bridee

Casey

Venn Collection

1932 Little Crystal Creek, Mt Spec
Road. The masonry arch takes
\'ﬁupr:.

[.-l',f(.'.

Venn Collection




1933 Litde Crystal Creek, Mt Spec Road. Both abutments
almost L'fJT]’lrJJL'IL'

Page, Venn Collection

1933 Little Crystal Creek, Mt Spec
Road.

r1-|‘JL'. \-‘ll\'[ in L-:l .‘! l(_‘l." ion

1933 Lictle Crystal Creek, Mt Spec Road. Bridgeworks were
completed in 1933,

Page, mVenn Collection

ca 1934 Little Crystal Creek, Mt Spec Road. At a cool
elevation of 1086 feet asl, the bridge soom became a towrist
attraction in itself. Note the mango trees planted by MRC

staff.

Unknown, Venn Collection
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1932 Ollera Creek Pipe Works, Mt
Spec Road. Ganger Albert Kerr was
in charge of casting the hundreds of
concrete pipes that carry water under
the Mt S!'t't' Road. The frliu-tn_m'nljlﬁ
shows the assembling of the inmer and
outer moulds.
MeClelland,
Thuringowa Collection

1932 Ollera Creek Pipeworks, Mt
Spec Road. Pipeworks curing shed
with stored pipes. Note the bough
shelter over the curing concrete
pipes. If the concrete dried too
quickly, its strength was effected.
McClelland
Thuringowa Collection

1932 Ollera Creek Pipeworks, Mu
SpL‘( Road. Once the pipes were
cured, they were stacked awaiting
ransport o the construction sites.
MeClelland,
Thuringowa Collection




1933 Mt Spec Road. Roadworkers
camp with tents in open forest. The
relatvely level site indicates this may
be Camp Number 3 at “The Saddle”
(1933-35).
Unknown,
TI“I!H‘JI mwa i .-u '!]l‘l Hon

1931-35 Mt Spec Road. Workers
using hand rools and wheelbarrow.

Unknown,

Thuringowa ( ulleetion

ca 1934 Mt Spec Road. Mrs
Reagan and her children Eileen,
Danny and Kathleen and friends
Colin, Winifred and Allan
MecClelland (on the left) , with one
of the misses Cavill in the
construction camp at “The Saddle”.
Note the bark construction of the
huet.

McClelland/Coulthard,
Thuringowa Collection




ca 1934 “Barrett’s” Guesthouse, “The Saddle”, Mt
Spec Road. “Barrert's Guesthouse” at Boomerang Park,
1900 1

220U feet asl.

Unknown (W ] Laurie),

Thuringowa Callection

1933-38 Overseer McClelland's
camp at “The Saddle”, Mt Spec
Road. Camp Number 3 was at
through chainage 45,500 feet.
Permanent MRC staff often had
therr families living with them on the
road. Note the passionfruit vine and
the wash stand.

McClelland,
Venn Collection

ca 1934 “Barrett’s” Guesthouse,
Mt Spec road. Mrs Barrett and her
children at the guesthouse, “The
Saddle” .
l_'l\kn- W,
Thuringowa Collection
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1935 Cloudy Clearing (Paluma), Mt
Spec Road. McClelland's fourth camp
was located in Paluma on Allotment |
Section 5. The photograph shows
McClelland and Campbell evecting the
family camp and MRC site office.
MeClelland,

Venn Collection

ca 1935 Number 8 Campr, Mt Spec
Road. No 8 Camp was near the top
of the range, possibly on the flat ridge
above Windy Comer

MeClelland,

Venn Collection

1937 Cloudy Clearing ( Paluma), Mt
Spec Road. Overseer W H McClelland

and family taken outside their No 4

campsite m Paluma. The Main Roads
Office is on the left.
L o R: Colin, Allan, Lorraine, Mrs
Linda McClelland, Win, Mr
McClelland (holding Neville) and
"Whiskey” the dog. Note the use of
tent flys in construction of the camp.

W ] Laurie

Venn Collection




1932 Mt Spec Road. Pay escort at the
Pipe Works, Ollera Creek
L 1o R: Overseer McClelland, Killoran
the Pay Clerk, Constable (Y Brien and
ganger Albert Ken's som. Killoran,
Stewart and O'Brien wer all mvaolved
in the payroll holdup in Decembery
1931, McClelland's vehicle was pressed
into service while awaiting delivery of a
tvre as replacement for the one shot out
during the robbery.

MeClelland,

Venn Collection

1932 Mt Spec Road. This is the vehicle
involved in the 1931 Christmas payroll holdup.
Stewart was the driver of the ute, “Old Lizzie”.
The child is W H McClelland’s son, Colin.

MeClelland,

Thuringowa Collection

Christmas 1936 Paluma. W H
McClelland, MRC Supervisor, is
driving the tractor to pull out cars
bogoed near the top of the range. Allan
McClelland in foreground, “Whiskey”
the dog. Note the size of the tractor. Te
freshly cut road was difficult to traverse
in wet weather, leading to complaints
from some new landowners.

W | Laurie,

Venn Collection




MY SPEC. Foumlsy waim
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Early 1940s Star Valley Lookout, Mt Spec Road. The lookout is west of
Paluma and overlooks the Star River Basin. As the roadworks continued
westwards, attention to its aesthetics was maintained.

-

26 Qxctober 1937 Cottage on Mt Spec Road, Paluma. Mr and Mrs
Melrose and daughter at home. This building now forms the central
section of “lvy Cottage Tearooms”, and is the oldest remaiming butlding
i Paluma

W ] Laurie, Venn Collection W | Laurie, Venn Collecrion

ca 1942-43 Paluma. In this streescape, the house in the centre belonged to Anglican Bishop, John Oliver
Feetham. Note the posts with insulators to the left and right and possible tennis court posts in the background

(constructed by the RAAF during the Second World War).

W ] Laurie, Thuringowa Collecrion
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The “Worthless Lands Hypothesis’

— State Forest 268 and the Mt Spec National Park

tate Forest reserves were declared around Mt Spec, Cloudy
Clearing and Blackfriars in the early 1920s, but:

no systematic survey or \\'urkin}_- p|.m for timber reserves was
made until the formation of a Provisional Forestry Board under

the Lands Department. (Wegner 1984, p. 26)

Submissions to the 1931 Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland highlighted the

importance of the timber reserves. A report on an expedition
to Mt Spec by Townsville businessmen in 1930 noted:
Much fine timber is to be seen in the vicinity of Mt Spec,
including Maple, Silky Oak, Silkwood, Beantree, Crowsfoot
Elm, Cedar, and Satin Wood. (Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland 1931, QSA A/6419)
In his submission, Deputy Forester Twine lamented the lack
of sufficient timber reserves set aside to serve the developing
Townsville district.  Timber Reserves Nos. 268 and 28
contained only approximately 65000 acres. Twine praised
these reserves, rejecting their alienation for settlement as
agricultural land:
This area contains a very large quantity of valuable timbers, both
building and cabinet....Personally | consider that this arca will be
of greater value to the Crown and State as a reservation for
Nartional Park and State Forest purposes, than it would be from
an agricultural viewpoint....the area will produce more revenue
from timber and rtourist traffic, than it will ever do from
agriculture. (Royal Commission on the Development of North
Queensland 1931, QSA A/6420)

Mt Spec State Forest (SF 268) was rich in cabinet timbers.
The silky oak here was favoured against that obtainable
farther north because its lighter colour allowed the grain to be
highlighted, making it popular for furniture. Both hardwoods
and softwoods were logged from within the rainforest and the
eucalypt forest along irs margins, with an average yield
between thirty and fifty cubic

Jacobsen’s Track. The opening of the Mt Spec Tourist Road
in the late 1930s linked the new township of Paluma at
Cloudy Clearing with the coastal highway and railway siding
at Moongobulla providing better access to Townsville mills.
The construction of the Mount Spec Road focussed attention on
the rainforest there, and by 1937, Mt Fox and Mt Spec timbers
were supplying four mills and logs were exported over the
railway. (Wegner 1984, p. 26)
From then on, most timber left the Mt Spec area via the range
road and was loaded onto trains at Moongobulla siding.
(Blackford 1990, pp. 29-49) In the 1940s and 1950s, there was so
much acrivity at Moongobulla that a loading contractor,
Rally Machetta, lived on site ready to load logs onto the
railway wagons as they were delivered to the siding. (Blackford
1990, p. 43)

Timber-cutters working in the forest faced many of the same
problems as the tin-miners — heavy rain, scrub ticks, stinging
trees, unmade roads, the dangers of working alone. (Blacktord
1990, pp. 29-49)  Many timber cutting operations were just
temporary camps in the forest, but some like Beedell’s camp at
Star anlcy Lookout were very substantial, with a 10_1: cabin
and machinery sheds. Godwin's camp at Birthday Creek had
huts accommodating five families. Other timber cutters with
families rented cottages in Paluma or stayed in the Main
Roads cabins so their children could attend the Paluma State
School which opened in the early 1950s. (Blackford 1990, pp. 33,
37, 38, 44-46)

Like the miners, many of the timber-cutters worked in the
area for years, with several generations involved in the
industry. John Pelleri (Senior) and two sons cut timber on

the Paluma and Swamp Creek blocks from 1932 to 1975. The
family’s hut on Birthday Creek remains today. Two norable

metres per hectare. This yield
was  average for  North
Queensland native forests but
The softwood
important,

not outstanding.
yield was locally

representing  about  twenty
percent of supply. (Hawkes 13
1989,

communication) Softwood '\'Pt‘cit“j

5¢pl ember Personal
provided cabinet timbers and
veneers to mills at Ingham and
Townsville. (Wegner 1984, p. 26;
Shrphpn] I'I‘L|.< p- 10)

hardwoods were more likely to

Eucalypt

be prepared on site into bridge
timbers, harbour piles, poles and
railway sleepers. (Shepherd n.d., pp.
10-11)

Timber from the reserves around

1943-45 Paluma. Truck carrving a six foot diameter silky oak log. Note the ‘gate’ to the left. This was the

Mt Spec first went to Ingham g0 boundary of the RAAF No 6 Medical Rehabilitation Unit.

mills wvia Mount Fox or

W ] Laurie, Thuringowa Collection




Ben Whalley recalled two teams of twenty-
four bullocks each snigging logs on slopes so
steep thar they:
had to cut steps into the slopes with shovels and
”Hl[ll‘\_’k.‘l S0 []]L‘ ]‘ll[[l'k‘k\ (l'ﬂl[nl t'i'i[n}" HI". (in
Blackford 1990, p. 36)
In the Depression, cheaper teams of twelve
horses replaced Whalley’s bullock teams.
Caterpillar-tracked tractors and trucks soon
replaced the horse teams, though these
vehicles were small by today’s standards. The
walking track south of Paluma known as the
‘H* Track Loop follows one of the Whalley

brothers’ logging roads.

During the Second World War, sawmills,
plant and workers in the area were placed
under the compulsory control of the Civil
Construction Corps.

Construction Corps

1930s/1940s Mt Spec State Forest. Driver with Dodge truck bearing timber logs.
L :JIL\III Wi, T[I‘.I’ InNgowa L .w‘.IEL'\.r'Ii m ((](ka‘.

contracts were the cutting of 84 - foot turpentine harbour
piles during the Second World War, and the clearing of logs
with Bill Beedell from Swamp Creck for the Paluma Dam site.
(Blackford 1990, p. 31) Four Whalley brothers worked the
forests from 1939 to 1963, living in a weatherboard building
in a permanent camp on Puzzle Creek. Whalley brothers also
cut turpentine for harbour piles and later softwoods for Brown
and Broad Ltd, Sawmillers, carring logs to the first timber mill

built in Townsville around 1932. (Blackford 1999, pp. 34-36)

timesheets for November 1943 record seven
seventy-five men, and another

eighteen men seconded across from the Main
Roads Commission, the last two groups all being involved in
falling, milling and hauling timber. (McKergow 23 November 1943,
lmesheets) Many men were working locally before the war, or
were owners of the twenty-two trucks and items of plant
requisitioned. The eucalypt timbers were used for harbour
piles, bridge timbers, railway sleepers, electricity poles and
Archie Taylor cut two
turpentine logs over one hundred foot long (one was 128 foor

radio masts. (Blackford 1990, p. 29)

long) for an American radar station. It took several days to

€
.
L ]

|

Late 1930s Moongobulla Railway Station (Ollera Creek) . Henry Hussey, Vince Elliott, Mrs Elliott and Sam Clark standing on a pile of railway
sleepers at Moongobulla Station.

Unknown, Thuringowa Collection
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ca 1939 Moonmgobulla Railway Station (Ollera Creek) . Timber trucks at Moongobulla Railway Station.

get the logs down the range to Moongobulla, using wallaby
jacks to lift the trailer up and across the corners. (Advertiser 3
April 1986)
Taravale Road as part of the Allied Works Council project.

A l;irgc Camp was set up necar PLIZE'I\‘ (:TCL‘L’ on

This camp housed up to 200 people in married quarters as well
as dormirtories for single men, and boasted its own school.
Standard army rations were supplied, with additional
deliveries of meat and groceries by Jim Devine’s bus service on
Wednesdays and Sundays. (McKergow n.d., Copy of 1980s newspaper
Today, the location of the camp-site is marked by a
monument erected in the 1980s by former Construction
Corps workers.

article)

Post-war logging was undertaken on a selective basis, with
trees marked out for felling by Forestry officers who then
visited the loading ramps to mark the ends of logs or sleepers
with @ hammered stamp. Royalties were paid by the timber-
cutter to the government on the amount of ‘crowned’ timber.
The selective nature of timber cutting operations was
designed from the 1920s onwards to allow for a sustainable
yield, with a second cutting cycle due to commence in the
L‘;Irly 1990s. (Hawkes 13 September 1989, Personal communication)
Inclusion of much of Mt Spec State Forest in the new Wet
Tropics World Heritage Arca in the 1980s precluded this.
The obvious benefit has been the preservation of those forest
areas included within the Wet Tropics. Disadvantages to the
Mt Spec-Paluma area have been the loss of income and
population locally, leading to the closure of the last school in
the area at Running River in 1994. Valuable infrastructure
like roads, previously maintained by the Forestry department,
has degenerated and some roads have been closed altogether.
Locally, there is a perception that additional logging pressure
now exists upon the remaining forests outside of the Wet
Tropics.

lin, Venn Collection

In 1947, snigger Keith Blackford was convinced he saw a
Tasmanian Tiger near his Birthday Creek timber camp.
(Blackford 1990, p. 47) While no other sightings have come to
light, a W] Laurie pustcun.l of a ‘Native Cat’ records the local
The
Spotted Tailed Quoll was shot after destroying poultry in

dis;ippcur;lncc of another species. (Lauric 1936, Postcard)

Paluma. With most of the rainforest arcas now under World
Heritage protection, hopefully the preservation of other
rainforest species is assured. The presence of koalas and the
discovery of several mammal and bird species previously
unknown to the eucalypt forests west of Paluma highlights the
need to sensitively manage timber getting in those forests if
these populations are to survive.

Plans for a National Park at Mt Spec were mooted in the
1920s, but not until 1937 did the Forestry Department finally
recommend that an area of 22430 acres be ser aside as
National Park. (Foxlee 12 January 1925) The Second World War
disrupted the gazettal process, while allowing the logging of
some areas that may have been included in a National Park.
Only 18560 acres were finally gazetted in the postwar period.
Three reasons had been given by the Forestry Department in
support of their submission for a National Park around Mt
Spec. The area was of outstanding scenic attraction, there
were natural lookouts with magnificent panoramic views, and
the virgin state of the watercourses and ‘jungle’ made the area
ideal for preservation. (Shepherd in Burla n.d., pp. 10-11)

Little mention was made of protecting biodiversity.
McKimmin's submission on Mt Spec to the 1931 Royal
Commission reflected a general communiry desire to protect
the environment.
| consider that each selection should have against it the same
area as a Forest Reserve so as to keep the balance of Nature....If
the timber is cut down in large quantities the effect will be an
altered climate, poor rain and an unattractive place. All running
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ca 1939 Mt Spec Road. Timber trucks negotiating Mt Spec Road.

streams up and down each side should have about 20ft. of Crown
Land left from the warer’s edge to make Tourist walking Tracks.
Small reserves should be made around each Lookout and
Waterfall. All Bird Life, Ferns and Orchids should be strictly
protected. (Royal Commission on the Development of North
Queensland 1931, QSA A/6420)

Unfortunately, the 1930 report on the expedition to Mt Spec
mentions the party of Townsville businessmen collecting
ferns and orchids. (Royal Commission on the Development of North
Queensland 1931, QSA A/6419)  Similarly, W] Laurie postcards
from the 1930s show tassel ferns in hanging baskets. Tassel
ferns are now rarely seen in the wild. The Mt Spec Orchid,
an endemic species of phalaenopsis, is now considered rare
and vulnerable. 1t has disappeared from much of its range,
not because of habitat destruction but through illegal
collecting. (Lavarack & Gray 1992, p. 12; Williams 1979, p. 228) Plant
collecting by nurserymen continued throughout the 1960s,
with the last known prosecution in the mid-1980s after a large
quantity of epiphytes and tree ferns were removed from
around the Paluma Dam. (Venn, Personal experience) In the last
ten years of the twentieth century, staffing levels of both
forestry and national parks rangers were decimated. With
very few rangers active around Mt Spec-Paluma, it is highly
likely that illegal collecting conrinues.

In the 1920s and 1930s, the value of a national park was
primarily in its aesthetic features and the recreational
opportunities it provided to tourists. Government’s role was
seen as identifying areas needing National Park status and in
providing the necessary infrastructure for access. The Daily
Mail in 1931 berated the State government for not moving
quickly enough.

LTI."I.IL’SH wC CONserve our fﬂ.’“‘.‘&t“‘ 'dnd streams we cannot hﬂpt‘ o

get tourists. It is useless to think in parsimonious specks and

in, Venn Collection

patches. The American is wide awake enough to dedicare his
Nlltii‘[lil] l‘llrl\.\ 1“}" lllt' |'|'|iHil'lT'| acres :HILI IIL' k[]l?\\':\' []]:-I] .ll ["c"l‘f.\.
(19 July 1931)

] R Dawson, Forest Officer from Atherton, shared rthis

opinion in his submission to the 1931 Royal Commission.
T\\dt\'tlup the tourist trade all existing lands of scenic attraction
must be dedicated Narional Parks and organised to meet
requirements of tourists l"y constructing tourist roads and
walking paths. (Exhibit 38 p.1)

To a certain extent, the selection of specific areas for gazettal
as Mt Spec National Park fits the ‘worthless lands’ philosophy,
whereby admittedly scenic areas with no other economic use
(often steep Or mountainous areas) are set aside from
agricultural or other development. (Hall 1988) McKimmin
described the areas around Mt Spec that he considered
suitable for sertlement and concluded:
surrounding each area mentioned is scrubland of good quality
but in my opinion is too steep for agricultural purposes, but is
beautiful from a Tourist point of view. (Royal Commission on the
Development of North Queensland 1931, (QSA A/6420)
The unsigned report from 1939 on the further subdivision of
Paluma confirms this contemporary thinking.
The Star River Fall on the whole is much steeper country and is,
therefore, less suitable for township purposes....the design cannot
be maintained beyond the areas | have dealt with, and a further
National Park area, embracing the rougher creek country on this
fall may be considered....A further area embracing Witt's
Lookout...is also recommended. (Unsigned Report 19 January 1939,
5. 1:5)

However, as transport capabilities through the forest
improved, much of the Star River Basin west of the coastal
range was omitted from the National Park and remains today
as }"r;lrl’ (){" Mt SPL‘C Sri]tc FUTL‘S[’ 268
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1943-44 Mt Spec State Forest. Timber cutters Joe
Miguel (right) and Bill Alford (left).

McKergow,

Venn Collection

1943 Mt Spec State Forest. Mt Spec
Timber Camp. Ron McKergow and
Martimie Martinez.

MeKerzow,

Venn Collecrion

193941 Hidden Valley.
Timber Cutter's Camp,
Hidden Valley between
1939-1941.

IMlin,

Venn Collection




1930s/1940s Mt Spec State
Forvest. Large felled tree, possibly
in Eucalyptus grandis area west of
Paluma.

W ] Laurie,
JCUNQ NQCaoll212

1940s Mt Spec State Forest.
Huge timber logs from the Mt
SP&’C area.
W ] Laurie,
JCLNQ NQColl418

1943 Mt Spec State Forest.
Mt Spec Timber Camp War
Time.

McKergow,

Venn Collection
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1942 Civil Construction Corps
Timber Camp, Taravale Road.
The timber camp supported its

pum school.
M(Krr].;\ W,

Venn Collection

1943 Civil Construction Corps
Timber Camp, Taravale Road.
One of the huts at the Mt Spec
Timber Camp. Nola McKergow

and Delorus Martinez.

McKergow,

Venn Collection

1942-43 Mt Spec State
Fovest. The logs cut for the
war effort by the timbermen
of the Civil Construction
Corps atwacted local
attention. COne log was said
to be 128 feet long.

Coulthard,

Venn Collection
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JLH‘." \II Sf’x'L {'\'li‘dt!- ICJ foot
White Gum. Logs for wartime
radio masts had to be lifted around
the many comers of the Mt Spec
Road. Once at the bottom of the
range the logs were loaded onto
railway wagons at either
Moongobulla or Rollingstone
Stations.

McKergow,
\

Venn Collection

1943 Hu‘:”lﬂ,f:s[rrllc Hotel.
Timber at Rollingstone
Hotel. This log is probably
one of two over one
hundred feet long cut as
radio masts for the war
c_,f-," ort

Venn Collection

ardlop

1943 Mt Spec Road. Timber hauling from
Paluma, Mt Spec. 100 foor White Gum on the
Mt _\J':.'l' Road.

MecKergow

Venn Collectio




ca 1943 Civil Construction Corps
Timber Camp, Taravale Road.
Houses and residents at the Civil
Construction Corps camp located
near Puzzle Creek on the Taravale
Road, west of Paluma.

LUnknown,

Thuringowa Collection

ca 1943 Ciul Construction
Corps Timber Camp, Taravale
Road. Timber camp at Running
River with Devine's Bus and
passengers headed for Mount
Spec, Paluma. This service ran
three times a week.

W ] Laurie,

Ihuringowa Collection

ca 1943 Civil Construction Corps Timber Camp,
Taravale Road. Devine's Bus Service to Paluma
timber camp, Running River.

W ] Laurie,

-DE V/NE,S- ”omR S.ERV{E“- . . Thuringowa Collection
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19305 Paluma. Native Cat, Paluma. 33 inches nose to tail. Killed 51 fowls in
three weeks. These are no longer found around Paluma.

W J Laurie, Venn Collectior

_ srae
i 4 Y TO WNSWIEL S = in R
1930s Mt Spec. Tassel Fern, Mt Spec. These are rare around

Paluma today

W ] Laurie, JCUNQ NOColl414,

19305 Mt Spec. Platypus, Mt Spec area. Platypus can still be seen in local creeks.

W | Laurie, Venn Collection
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16th Platoon Company E

— the American Army in Paluma

Ithough there had been
European activity in the Mt
Spec district for fifty-five years

the Second World War

out, the

‘.‘.'l'IL'Il
lwrukc

Paluma was only five years old.
1')

township of

aluma’s location ar an altitude of
thousand feet
overlooking Halifax Bay was soon

almost rthree

recognised as strategically

attractive — “for radar it was
tremendous” (Raschak 4 August 1984,

This

fortunate to meet, interview and

Interview). author was
correspond with two American
servicemen who were stationed in
Paluma in 1942 and 1943. Joseph
Raschak was a private in the

platoon, and George Stuart was

1942 Paluma. First day US Army unit arvived. Bert and Grace Cavill on the left, their daughter in the

the Lieutenant in charge. Their centre with the army doctor (who played violin) and Sgt Afferton.

reminiscences provide much of
the detail following.

In March 1942, as Townsville schools were being closed down
and women and children evacuared south, the 16th Plaroon
Company E of the United States Army’s 565th Signal
Battalion arrived in Paluma. (Raschak 4 August 1984 Interview:
Moles 1974, p. 216) The company had been hastily formed and
sailed from New York with only a few days notice on the

Cristobal, a former Atlantic passenger ship. The Cristobal

Coulthard, Venn Collection
was in convoy to New Caledonia via Melbourne. (Stuart 1988,
pp-19, 23) Most of the Company were not technicians, so were
given basic training in the operation of radio and radar by
Lieutenants Hunt and Stuart during the long sea voyage.

Stuart had been a ham radio operator as a student and
Bachelor of Science in Electrical
Engineering in June 1940. He was an army reservist before

graduated with a

Pearl Harbour and was working as a radio design engineer
when ordered to report for active

.-a'

!
!

1942 Paluma. US Army saldiers building ramp to unload US Army generator. The workers are
members of the 16th Platoon, Company E. This was on Loop Road, now closed and part of
McClelland’s Lookout picnic area. Private Joseph Raschak on the left. Mam Roads huts ( Misthaven
Units) in background.

service with the signal company in
February 1941. In June, Stuart was
directed by the US Army to attend
Harvard University “to learn about
this new thing called Radar”. (Stuari
1988, p. 12) Radar at the time was a
new and secret weapon and “was
looked upon by the army in general
as being close to black magic”. (Start
After the fall of Pearl
Harbour, Stuart was ordered to Fort
Dix:

a pood place to leave the states from

1988, p. 18)

as wherever you ended up it would be
better. (p. 16)

Stuart judged his new {_,Inmpnn\l' as
grossly inexperienced.

Meeting the company and my new
officers didnt do much to improve
things....the two caprains were retreads
from World War I! They were all ser to
do their thing in the wenches and hadn’t
the foggiest what radar was all about. In
tact they had never been in an airplane

Raschak, Thuringowa Collection and had only a science fiction idea of




1942 Paluma. American servicemen building ramp to unload generator.
The generator was used to power the radar unit. Servicemen are
American. Private Joseph Raschak back right.

Raschak, Thuringowa Collection

any aspect of military aviation....I judged the CO to be totally
first sight and for my money he never
changed.... There were also 150 enlisted men from many walks of

useless on

life some of whom had had some training in operation of an air
warning center but none in the operation or maintenance of a
radar station. The word was out that this “well trained and
smoothly working organization” was to go overseas in a matrer of

hours but no one knew to where. (pp. 16-17)

Stuart and Raschak disembarked in Melbourne early in
March 1942, Stuart travelled to Townsville by train. (Stuare
1988, p. 24; Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview)
stores arrived soon after on the Torrens, and Stuart supervised

The equipment and

its unloading and movement to a paddock set aside as a
staging area for American personnel and equipment. (Stuart 12
May 1987, Interview; 1988, p. 27) There were:

eight large and very special trucks plus an estimated five or six

truck loads of crates that would have to be identified from the

manifest. There was also a bag of mail...I don't remember
signing anything for the whole shipment of equipment....This
“can do”, “will do”, ‘trustworthy” atmosphere prevailed in
Townsville.... (pp. 27-28)

Following a successful reconnaissance of Paluma, the rest of
the troops arrived in Townsville by train and a tent camp for
approximately fifty men was set up in Cloudy Clearing.
Security around the radar unit was maintained by a guardpost
A portable
‘LeRoi’ generator powered their whole camp within six
months, as well as providing electricity for the portable radar

-.;hc‘cking all traffic coming into the village.

units. After only a short time, a doctor was assigned to the
platoon, the first of three during their eighteen month stay.
(Sruarr 1988, p. 33)

In October 1942, Major Quanrud from General Macarthur’s
Brisbane headquarters visited the unit. Stuart was interested
in the effects of temperature inversions on radar waves, and
told Quanrud of his research. As a result, Stuart flew to
Sydney on Christmas Day to assist in the procurement of the
new LW/AW (Light Weight Air Warning) radar station being
developed by AWA. The LW/AW was the only man
transportable radar station in the Pacific. (Stuart 1988, pp. 46-48)
Stuart and some the platoon from Paluma spent several weeks
in Parramatta learning how to assemble and test the new
units.

The whole concept of this machine was to provide a ground
radar that could be broken down into small enough picces that
it could be carried by men, mules, or small trucks. In other words
usable in a place like New Guinea. It had its own petrol driven
generator which was also transportable by manpower although |
was always glad [ was not one of the men. (Stuart 1988, p. 48)

Stuart brought an LW/AW back to Paluma in March 1943 for
comparative testing alongside their existing radar unit. He
remembers the LW/AW unit performing well, not at the full
range of the SCR 270 as it only had one-third of the power
and a much smaller antenna, but at a range sufficient enough
to give “a very adequate warning”. (pp. 48-49) Raschak
remembers the LW/AW seeing active service at Finschafen in
New Guinea. (Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview) An LW}"/‘\\X" unit
is held today in the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.
(Stuart 19 July 1987, Stuarr  was

Personal communication)

subsequently transferred to Sydney in September 1943 ro
continue aversight of American procurement of electronic
equipment. (p. 53)

e G T e T - s - L

1942 Paluma. American soldiers with huge python. The python was
team mascot for the Americans’ baseball team, “The Pythons”.

Raschak, Thuringowa Collection




1942-43 Lennox Crescent, Paluma. US soldiers standing in front of
“Blity" Wagon, at Paluma. Private Joseph Raschak with tin hat.
Raschak, Thuringowa Collection

Paluma in 1942 had very limited civic infrastructure. The
American army, and later the RAAF hastily provided

reticulated water and electricity to those sections of the
township they occupied. The Americans installed telephones
to link various points within their camp and direct wired the
only outside telephone line in Paluma (in Cavill’s
guesthouse) to the RAAF plotting room located in the
Grammar School in Townsville. (Stuart 1988, p. 32: 1987,
Annotated photographs) The telephone line at the top of the
range was partially relocated during the War, a project the
Americans enjoyed compared to the relative monotony of
watching the radar. (Brown 28 July 1984, Interview; Raschak 4 August
1984, Interview) An eartlier telephone connection between the
Main Roads camp at ‘The Saddle’ (1932-33) and Mutarnee
was mentioned by Linda McClelland. (McClelland 1987,
Reminiscences up.) Being in the vicinity of Arthur Benham’s
track from Cloudy Clearing to the coast, it is likely the
original telephone line was installed along the existing rrack.
In 1942, the line from Cavill's through the forest was not very
reliable. A Mr Porter, Townsville manager of the Post Master
General’s telephone services, offered to provide all poles and
fittings if the 16th Platoon would cut a new swathe through
the forest. Apart from having to mount an extra shift to cover
the project, clearing the eucalypts farther down the range
with axes was hard work.
I remember one time | was down with the gang and one of the
men ask (sic) me if | wanted ro try a swing with an ax. [ did and
found out that the ax just bounced off the tree with a TING!!
Thar made it feel like steel. (Stuarr 1988, p. 40)

The US Army platoon found living in tents unbearable in the
tropical Wet season. The tents were not weatherproof and
were eventually replaced by portable barracks and home-
made “Il‘lg cabins”. (Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview) The climate
made operating electronic equipment difficult.
described Paluma as:

a very hostile electrical environment....far from ideal with

respect to humidity, temperature and just plain rain of which

there was plenty. (p. 32)

Stuart

1942-43 Rollingstone. This railmotor was used to deliver supplies for the US Army at Paluma daily. Supplies were sent by rail to
Rollingstone and transported from there to Paluma by truck. Note the water tank for steam locamotives.

Raschak, Thuringowa Collecrion




1942-43 Paluma. US Army team mastot for “The Pythons” baseball team. The mascot travelled with the team

whenever they played ‘away’.

He described the weather as:
quite a problem at times. Just to sum up a year | would say that
it was one third terrible, one third fine, and one third gloomy. (p.
39)

Boardwalks were laid down through the mud and a suspension
bridge hung the creek between
accommodation and the mess hall. (Raschak 4 August 1984,

was over their

Interview) A more substantial log cabin was built about the
end of 1942, using their tents as lining, (Raschak 4 August 1984,

Annorated photographs).

Raschak, Venn Collection

When completed it was a very first class American log cabin. It
was about 20 by 40 feet, had a hard wood floor, a stone fireplace,
a bar in one corner and furniture also fashioned from local
material. (Stuarr 1988, p. 52)
Only towards the end of their stay did the men move into the
portable barracks, each providing accommodation for twenty-
The Main Roads

cabins were requisitioned by Joe Raschak and other clerks, so

five men. (Raschak 4 Augusr 1984, Interview)

Billy Stewart the Main Roads patrolman moved out. (Swar
1988, p. 36; Map inserted at p. 35)

1942-43 Paluma. US Army log hut under construction opposite “Cavilcade” Guesthouse. The hut was built after their tents proved
useless against the tropical wet season.

Raschak, Thuringowa Collection
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ca 1943 Paluma. US Army log hut im Cloudy Clearing opposite “Cavilcade” Guesthouse.

Licutenant Stuart became friendly with the local police

constable, Joe Clay.

The constable’s headquarters was in Ewan and his territory was

totally beyond comprehension. 1 don’t remember the square
¥ } P 1

miles but | do remember thinking that this one man, his black
tracker, and a couple of horses were the sole police force for an
area not much different than the State of Rhode Island! When
we got to know each other Clay turned out to be a fine fellow.
I'm sure he would put his own mother in the clink for stealing
a loaf of bread but aside from that he was as | said, indeed a fine
fellow. (p. 37

Despite the importance of maintaining radar vigilence, the
American servicemen had time to enjoy their recreation.
They went to Saturday night dances in the Ingham Shire
Hall. On Sundays, any man who wanted to attend church
in Ingham could do so. Church was followed by a spaghetti
dinner at a local café or the East Ingham Hortel, then a drive
to the beach at Moongobulla for a swim, before returning to
Paluma in the evening. (Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview) A
shed across from Cavill's guesthouse, the foundations of
which can still be seen, was used as their mess hall. Local
girls visited for dances until the truck returning them to
Townsville “went over the mountain” and further visits were
forbidden. (Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview) They cleared a
volleyball court near Cavill’s guesthouse, and formed a
baseball team called the ‘Paluma Pythons’. The team mascot
of course was a scrub (amethystine) python of impressive
proportions (abour twelve feer) that accompanied the ream
to matches against another American radar unit stationed in
Ay, (Stuarr 1988, p. 40)

The families who remained in Paluma during the war are
remembered for their hospitality by the American

Raschak, Thuringowa Collection

servicemen. Both Joe Raschak and George Stuart remember
the Cavills with affection (Cavill’s hospitality was also
commented on by Linda McClelland). Bert and Grace Cavill
built the guesthouse in the late 1930s (now owned by the
Sisters of Mercy) and called it ‘Cavilcade’. Apart from
providing meals and accommodation, the Cavills sold fuel
and the guesthouse was a staging post for Jim Devine's bus

. ;
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ca 1942 Mt Spec. “Dad’s Army”, C Reserve. The forests around Paluma
were used to train soldiers for the conditions found in the Pacific theatre of
the Second World War.

MNulley, Thuringowa Collection

59



1943 Paluma. “Yank" hut with seven US Army men. The hut was constructed in “Cloudy Clearing” opposite “Cavilcade” Guesthouse -
about Allotment 10, Section 16.

service that ran at least twice a week from Townsville to
Hidden Valley during the war years. Grace Cavill used to sing
and play the piano, while the Americans played dice and
cards. Stuart wrote in his reminiscences:

Ml‘lll C.‘&—l\‘ﬂ] {\IL) ilI‘l\_I I'l(_’l' GUL‘.\'E’ HOU::'L' WETEe as llnii_'lli_‘]\'r’ .‘iLIilL‘d

to us as we were to her....For our part nothing could be finer than
to be able to go across the road and have a sandwich and rea.
Also with or without any paying guests we had a great many
singing sessions around her piano. Every once in a while there
would be a bus load of WAAFs or civilian women arrive and of
course this did not draw any cun‘tp]uinls from us. (p. 36)

‘Mom’ even baked a pumpkin pie for them on Thanksgiving,

but not being familiar with the recipe, omitted all the spices.

Her second effort, baked for Christmas, is remembered as an

uutstanding success. (Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview)

Apart from the weather, which was wet for most of the
eighteen months they were in Paluma, the Americans
enjoyed their stay. Like other American servicemen
stationed in North Queensland, the men of Company E were
well carered for. Fresh rations came via railmotor to
Rollingstone almost daily, and a truck went down to collect
them, affording an opportunity for the drivers to have a drink
at the pub and a swim at Little Crystal Creek.
This was no problem most of the time but during the monsoon
season we sometimes had our problems with mud slides or trees
fallen over the road. One season the road really slid and created
a gap of about 75 or so feet where there was no road. (Stuart
1988, p. 39)
Procedures within the camp were not formal, with dress
Pﬂ rﬂdeﬁ Ol]lv I"lel\-l 'C\-"Qr‘}" Sﬂtllfl:]ﬂy ﬂfrﬁrl'lt')i)n. Ol‘lc “-"C{_‘L', l'h(?
relief was bored, so all men on the shift shaved their heads
and paraded for a photograph they titled ‘Murderer's Row’.
(Raschak 4 August 1984, Annotated photographs)

CoulthardfRaschak, Venn Collection

The American portable radar unit was “an SCR 270 type
number made |Iln:.~'1:1y 11}' Wc‘slinghuuric". (Stuart 1988, p. 42) The
unit was mounted on three trucks, two with closed bodies.
One of these was a power van. The six-cylinder LeRoi engine
and generator produced 20000 Volts for the main transmitrer.
A second LeRoi unit was placed on a concrete slab on the
ground. The third truck had carried the antenna.
When erected it formed a rotating rower 60 feet high and about
15 feet wide. There was a ring of numbers abour 4 inches high
on a band around the base. These numbers were visible from the
operating van and was our means of telling in which direction
the antenna was pointed. (Stuart 1988, p.42)

The antenna looked like a giant Hills hoist and was located
in what is now the picnic area at McClelland’s Lookout.
With almost 180 degrees of efficient radar operation, four
men on each four-hour shift scanned the Coral Sea. (Stuart
1988, p. 42; Map inserted at p. 35) In event of the phunc line going
down, an emergency radio telegraph station was set up, but
not continually manned, at Witts Lookout. (p. 43) On three
occasions in July 1942, Japanese bombers were derected flying
south and tracked for some 150 miles, giving Townsville
approximately an hour’s notice of each impending attack.
(Raschak 4 August 1984, Interview; Stuart 12 May 1987, Interview) The
retreating bombers were also tracked returning north.

RAAF historian Bob Piper, researching the raids in 1985,
does not record any notice being given of the first raid “about
midnight on July 25/26" In fact, Piper wrote:
Townsville, caught completely by surprise, didn't retaliate. We
had been caught well and truly flac-footed and unprepared, even
though the Pacific War was then in its eighth month. (Townsuille
Budletin 24 July 1985)
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1944 Paluma. Sleeping quarters of “"A” WAAAF radar operators, No
58 Radar Station, Mt Spec. This building became the Catholic Church
on Allotment 6, Section 5, Lennox Crescent (Now a private residence) .

Renew, Thuringowa Collection

Piper makes no mention at all of input from any US radar
stations, with the credit being given to RAAF Radar Station

(No 104) for "an outstanding one hour 50 minute warning” of

the second raid on 28 I]lily. (Piper Townsville Bulletin 24 July 1983)
Private Joseph Raschak and Lieutenant George Stuart were
both very proud of the notice their radar station had given the
plotting room in North Ward. In his memoirs, Stuart wrote:

We had picked up a multiple targer at about 100 miles north of

us or about 160 mile north of Townsville. We had tracked it to
about 15 miles south of us where we normally lost contacts, We
had also tracked a multiple target coming out of T'ville a little
while later and had followed it to about the same 100 miles
north of us. 1 next called the CO at the plotting center who
confirmed the above but didn't want to give me much more info
over the phone....To give the complete story of the Townsville
raids there were three all wold. They all occured (sic) late ar
night ie approximately 0100 hours. [ think they occured over a
period of four days with no raid on the second night. Bombs
were dropped each night bur none had done any damage....I do
not know anything as to the local counter measures but 1 do
know exactly what we tracked from Mt Spec.... The next four or
five nights I was in the van most of the night or on call when |
went back to quarters. As I said nothing happened on the
second night but at about 0100 on the following night we picked
what looked like a weak I‘nlllllpit,' target at '.1111!lll 175 Illlll.?.\.

(This exceeded our design range of 150 miles but if conditions

are good and the target is multiple there is a fair chance of

picking up targers on what we called a double hop) In any event
in a few minutes this was identified as an “unfriendly” and we
tracked it in to near T'ville. The third raid was about the same
time the next night except that | think we made the initial
contact at a little over 100 miles. In each case we also tracked
the return flights to at least 100 miles north of us....In summary
we warned of all three raids on Townsville, we gave at least 45
minutes on most and something over 60 minutes on one. | don't
which raid it was but the next day 1 listened to a newscast from
San Francisco which coneluded by saying that the Japs were last
seen loosing (sic) altitude. 1 could only think “bully for the
newscast” but if they were loosing alritude they sure had a hell of
a lot of it left when they were 160 or more miles north of
Townsville. T got quite a few slaps on the back for the warnings
we had given which | passed on to the men. (Stuart 1988, p. 41)

Soon after the raids on Townsville, the Australian Army tried
unsuccessfully to assume command of Paluma’s American
radar unit. Stuart’s response was typical of the somerimes
strained relations berween the allies:
I do remember one cold raining day (approx. July Aug 42) when
an Australian Army Lt. [Lieutenant] came to my tent and ask
(sic) me to come over to the guest house that the Col [Colonel]
wanted to see me. | went over and was not too plcn:\cd to find
out that the Col. was going to take over the entire mountain and
that 1 would be \\'nri\'mg for him. 1 told him | would wait for
orders from my commanding officer and proceed accordingly.
He left in a few hours and 1 am still waiting for orders! It all sees
[seems a bit odd now but at the time 1 felt 1 was in total
command of Mt Spec and that was that! (Stuart 3 November 1987,

Personal Communication)

During the Battle of the Coral Sea, the radar unit tracked a
target coming in over the ocean, crossing the coast perhaps
thirty miles north of Paluma.
We lost it still proceeding inland which was not a route to
anywhere. As | remember this was in the early afternoon. Late
that night a couple of trucks stopped at our camp. They had on
board some of the crew of a B17 that had crashed out in the bush
west of us. I never knew where. Our doctor went down 1o
T'ville with the remaining crew and we gave them some food
while they were with us. They had been out over the ocean
trying to give a hand in the Coral Sea battle. Idon't know where
their home base was. (Stuarr 1988, p. 44)

Construction of four reinforced concrete igloos to house the
RAAF radar units took plBC.L"? in 1943. (Raschak 4 August 1984,
Interview) The 16th Platocon was eventually replaced ar rthe
end of 1943 by RAAF Radar Station No 58. (Raschak 4
August 1984, Interview; Allied Works Council 24 September
1943, Men Employed on RAAF Works)

camp in October 1943, setting up a temporary quarters at

Company E broke

Armstrong’s Paddock in Townsville until December that year.
From Townsville, the platoon was sent on to New Guinea
then to the Philippinc:\. (Stuart 3 November 1987, DPersonal
Communication; Raschak, Letter to Stuart included in Stuart 1988, pp. 54 -
55) Only the stone fireplace from one of their log cabins now
remains.

61



January 1946 Paluma.
“War Over", Tourists
(Ben Renew on left) at
entrance to RAAF
Convalescence Depor
{No 6 Medical
Rehabilitation Unic).
The winged gates werre
opposite Allotment 6,
Sectiom 3. Sections 1, 2

and 3 were taken over
by the RAAF MRU
until 1945

|.;_\...“.“

Iuringowa Collection

1944 Paluma. RAAF
Convalescent Depot, with Flight
Lieutenant James Conquest of St
Kilda, Victoria, taking blood
pressure of Flight Sergeant Bill
Renew of Souch Townsuville.

Unknown,

Thuringowa Collection

1944 Paluma. RAAF
Convalescent Depor, Mt
Spec, with Charles (Ben)
Renew playmg accordian for
Department of Air friends.
Above the mantlepiece are
ll‘.”h-r'lt."l '\]“l““i'[[\.". If';u‘l[ud
only after the subject was
sufficiently inebriated. This
fireplace was set alight

through over-enthusiastic
stoking of the five, resulting in
the banmimg of spirits from the
unit.

Unknown,

Thuringowa Collection

6.2



1944 Paluma. “Hotel
Australia” (now “Tvy
Cottage Tearooms”)
used as the combined
ranks mess for the
RAAF Conuvalescent
Depot (MRUJ.,

Renew,

Venn Collection

1944 Paluma. Rehearsing for

comcert with WAAAFs from No 58

Radar Station, Mt Spec.

L to R: ] Stevenson (now ] Renew),

] Miller, H Benson and C Phillips

outside the RAAF Recreation Hall.
R"“l"ﬂ'.

Vern Collection

ca 1942 Paluma. Mt Spec bus with gas
generator fitted. Petrol supplies were
strictly rationed during the war.

Stuart,

Venn Collection
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The D

oover, Jungle Training and Jungle Juice

— the Australian Services in Paluma during the Second World War

For such a small township, Paluma contributed significantly
o the local war effort during the Second World War, The
Rovyal Australian Air Force {RAAF) was probably the mose
significant contribuger, operasing both radar seations and a
medical rehabilitation unic at opposite ends of the village,
On Taravale Road abow fifteen kilometres west of Paluma,
men accominodated in a large timber carnp under the control
of the Civil Constraction Corps cut eucalypt hardwoods for
the war effort. The Australian Army also psed the forests
aroind Palums as 2 training ground for similar conditions
(VErseas.
The Arniy was the first of the Australian services o move
into the Mt Spec-Paluma area.  Bill Cameron, 17th
Australian Field Regiment, AIF was Survey Officer in 1942 to
an artitlery unit earmarked for overseas service. He described
an exetcise set up near Paluma o acclimatise the troops to
“the jungle”.
I had to come up and make a reconnaissance, s rhis involved
a sort of compass travesse along 2 very preuy link walking
crack..We came up, and | think it was for aboul three
weeks.... Then we had the job of clearing oul along the irack tha
thad reconnaitered. We were splir inro three parties - a clearing
party, wirl sxes and brush-hooks and macheles, a dragging party
and then Lhere was 2 carrying party for warer and food.. The fiest
week, as | remember ig, when the exercise stareed it rained day
and nighr....¥hen the second week, [ think ir just mained alt
vight, ard the third week 1L way only juse on and off, and b was
prezey cold also. And so the exercise went off quile
well.... When we got to the escarpment, we lowered the puns, and
a5 | remember {1, there was 2 25-pounder, an 18-pounder, and an
arxli-lank gun which mighr have been s d-pounder, ' nol sure.
And they had to be lowered fin one piecel by block-and-1ackle
to get down the escarpmenr.. A 25-pounder weighs three-
cpeallets {}{ a ol H.RCE gVEn dfﬁggiﬂg ¢ was qui(‘e FIEY Y QfE{}{l",..i{ WS
praclice for MNew Cuinea..we learnt & grear deal from that,
{Cameron September 1987, Tnterview)

A Medical Rehabilitation Unit patient who spent six manths
in Patuma in 1944 remembers the “origina jungle eraining in
the world” set up west of Paluma “just our past the forested
bit”. The obstacle courses there were eventually transferred
ix] Canungra. {Cheesman 28 July 1987, Tnterview) Alth()ugh the
army now has a specialist jungle training unit at Tully, as the
Mt Spee area adjoins the anny’s High Range-Dotswood
Statton training area, it is likely that Paluma’s historical tinks
with the army will continue.

The RAAF radar station was established in Section Five of
the township as the Americans were preparing fo leave
Paluga. Construction by the Allied Works Council of four
concrete igloos 1o house the RAAF radar station was almost
complete by September 1943 and personnel from No. 58
Radat Sration moved to Paluma on 19 October 1943, (Alled
Works Council 24 Seprember 1943, Men Emploved on RAAF Works}
Unis strength was thirty-four men under the initial command
of Hight Officer H € Harrison.  Technical equipment was
installed a few days later, but the penerator set was “not in fit
conddition to operate”. Following the repair of “aumercus

components”, satisfactory operations commenced on 30
Qetober 1943, (RAAF Operations Record Book 1943, Sheet
3} Existing telephone and power sorvices were further
upgraded.  Camouflage officers visited Paluma early in
November to give advice on the clearing of ground around
the opewations building.  The Civil Construction Curps
undertook this work in Jangary 1944, The igloas were absa to
be protected by a camounflaged heavy anti-aircraft bateery.

{(Kenny 23 Tuly 1986, Personal Conmmunication)

In December 1943 inspections of the WAAAF quarters were
nndersaken, “prior ta the installation of WAAAF personned”.
{RAAF Operations Record Book 1943, Shew 37 Unit strength in
January 1944 was forty, including one officer and cight
WA AAFs. (RAAF Operations Record Book 1943, Sheet 6) With the
drain on resources by operations in the Pacific theatre of the
war, unit strength fell w thirty befote the arrival of another
fourteens WAAAFs in March 1944, (RAAF Operations Record
Bock 1943, Sheet 81 By the end of April 1944, unir srrength was
up to forey-one, of which twenty-one were wamen. With the
appointment of a WAAAF officer, the station now had tweo
officers.  WAAAFEs comprised more than half of the unie
strength over the next sixteen months.

Resumption of existing facilities and construetion of
additional buildings provided accomimadation for the airmen
and aitwomen. The Main Roads Commission cahins were
‘taken over’ and private cottages were ‘hired’ and improved by
Allied Works Council lahourers. (RAAF Orperations Reeord Book
1943, Sheats 9, 10& 113 There was concern over the standard of
Hyirgr conditions, Nurcrous inspections were made, with the
result being the insrallation of two water tanks and septic
systems  in July 1944, with “hypiene and sanitation
mtis{aamw" }JY August. {RAATF Operativns Record Book 1943, Sheet
12y Addirional septic systams for the WAAAF barracks were
cotnenced in October,

A second Radar Swation. No 342, operated ar “Mr Spec” for
about six weeks hetween Febroary ad March 1944, (Phitlips
1984, RAAF Flying Unies Locared at Various NO Buses during WW3  In
Tupe 1944, another radar unit (No 343 Radar Station)
teraporartly moved to a site several hundred metres away and:
commenced twentyfour hours & day operations with LW/AW
Radar Egquipment and Ford 10 hop. supplies.  Plogs passed in
conjunction with 58 Radar Station over same plotting line 10
No 103 Figheer Control Unit {(RAAF Operations Reeord Book
1244, Sheet £
This allowed Na 58 Radar Station 1o reduce its howrs of
opetation, providing fime for maintenance inspections, while
still providing “constant coastling Radar coverage”. (RAAF
Oyperarions Record Book 1944, Shes 113 No 343 Radar Station
moved back to Townsville in Augist. (RAAF Operations Record
Bock 1944, Sheer 13 Again Paluma was involved in testing
equipment vital 1o the war efforr. With No 58 Station now
fully operational, tests were carried out
to observe and report the tesub of jamming of dhe Radar
Equipment by an American resting plane.... The effects of moy)
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of the famming could be afficienly reduced by manipulating
the cottrols of the eqaipment... The OIC, senior mechanic and
operators atended a kectme in Townsville.on methods of
courleracting jamining. {RAAE Operations Record Pook 1944,
Shece 13}

Plots of targets were made against the newly mstalfed Air
Defence Grid mop, Hours of operation were reduced to fom
hours a day then incrensed to eight hours a day with the
Statian working in with other stations around Townsville on
the reguest of the Fighter Control Unit. During & nun of
rechnical faults in Septessber and enrly Qcrober, hours of
operation wete sometimes little more than an hour a day.
(RAAF Opermions Record Book 1944, Sheers 14 & 15} Operaring the
station in the humid conditions of Paluma must have been
extrermely frustrating as one component after another failed
and parts weie unavailable in Townsville. Jean Renew {nee
Srevenson) was a WAAAF radar operator with the fisst group
of staff 1o move to Paluma. ¥ oral history is believed, the
RAAF radar station was plagucd with problems.
Tidden in rhe trees, crouched rhe starkly new concrete dome,
the 'Thoover’ thst howsed owr secret Radar equipment. 0 was
newly instatled bot appatanedy {sic not quite working ve1. We
were at, female operalors and male mechanics, verelans of many
officiens Radar stations.  This station mened ot o be
different....We ran tluough the 1zin 1o breakfast, marched in
squashy otder 10 the Doover, and sar on the damp concrere floor
yawning while 1he mechanics fiddled with the Radar ser. Far
helow us, beneath the cloud, planes would starmun sofidy te or
from the airpore, but never an indicarion of rhem did we see on
our radar sereen Unseen ships plied the coastasl run bal did nor
saif or ws, (Renew [958, p.1)

Like the Americans before them, the WAAAT rada

operators endured deluges they were not prepared for,
Raining days became maining weeks, our clothes did not iy
before 1hey mildewed.  Qur shoes were never drv. Namow
dnckboards were Iaid along each pathway and now floated on a
sea of thin mud..Pan of the slope above 1he access road slipped
arel our supply truck was hididen in the rainforest helind & heap
of sotl and rocks...Qur cook went inte a stale of depression and
owr meaks were now unashamedly still in the moulded shapes of
the 1ins from whence they sprang. The soles peeled off our
shoes and we ried them on with flex whe discarded by the
mechanics as they dismantled, re-sorted and reassembled the
Radar. Now 1he main poured down meessantly, romning inoa
brown ronent where the path had been. The duckboaids had
been washed away and lost. We removed ou shoes and waded
Lrsee-deep through the mud, then Ll leech counting conteses.
Green frogs clung like creeper buds to the inside walls of our
Fuats, centipedes slept in our dreadbal shoes. {Renew 1988, pp. 823

Routine and discipline was hard to mainwin in such

conditions.
The gaards soon gave up the prewence of guarding the Doover
with iIs secrel equipment and drified inte the Fringe of the
sutreunding jungke, using their rifles 10 1ake pot-shons ar 1he
harmiess and unecarable scrub turkeys Two of the guards brewed
‘pngle juice’ from unknown ingredients, tan amok in the jeep,
using their rifles 10 shoot the insulators off the telegraph poles.
They raced down the mountain 10ad and crashed inlo 1he
stranded log truck and lad 1o be painfully lified over the finker
intey an anshulanee and 1aken away 1o oblivion. Moale was low.
Uncasily we warched cach other and wondewed, who next!
{Renew 1988, pp. 1-2)

Given these difficulties, acting officer in chaige } K Paterson
was pleased to report on 4 October 1944
Chacstanding number of targets plosted in fonr howrs. Total of 58
1aEgeLs. One of best since station became c:pt-:r;&l‘.inﬂal for four
hour pea‘iods. {RAAF Operations Record Book 1944, Sheer 15}
Operating conditions improved later that month with the
installation of 1 ventilating system and better lighting in the
operations rooim. (RAAF Operations Revond Book 1944, Sheers 15 & 1ha}

Ar the western end of Paluma, five men were emploved
extending and remodelling requisitioned cottages as
convalescent guarters. {Allied Works Council 74 Seprember 1943,
Mun Emploved on RAAF Works) Mumber 6 Convalescent I'.)ep{:rt;
later Number 6 Medical Rehabilitation Unit, was located
atong Mr Spec Road in Secrions One, Two and Thiee of the
rownship, As these were the original sections of the township
auctioned, the resumption of dwellings for the duration of the
wal meant thar almost all of Paluma was unden RAAF
control,

Despite their testing living conditions, RAAF pemonnel of
both units were well looked after. Chaplains of various faiths
made 1egular visits, and dances and social events were
orgattised.  Concerts were held and the YMCA and the
RAAF maobile cinema visired. Living conditions came under
scrntiny of Department of Intertor staff, with improvemenss
contivwally being made. RAAF officers on edncational or
welfare business visited regularly. Chiistmas Day hincheon in
1944 for Radar Station personnel consisted of roast cutkey
and ham beside s Christmas tree with presenss for all. At
Spm, cockuails and Christmas Tea wewe had with the No 8
Medical Rehabilitation Unir ar their Recreation Hlall, The
parry continued on Poxing Day with a joint picnic ar
Runming River und a poultry dinner and midnighe dance on
MNew Year's Fve, (RAAF Operations Becord Book 1944, Sheat 17; Keony

253 July 1986, Personal Communication

These social events often led 1o romance, although contaer
ontside of these allocated times between the opposite sexes at
opposite ends of the village was strictly forbidden. Though
the WAAAFs at the Radar Station and the RAAF nurses
were all chaperoned by female officers, many service
personnel who spent time in Paluma tell of ‘secret’” niacks
{that must have been known about) through the forest that
linked romancing couples,
The CO i he knew, never ler on. Bl his assistan, was a3 real
mongeel, We used to call him “Tojo’, he was just like thar Tojo.
He was a mongiel fellow he was, but fim Conguese, he was o 1eal
gentlernans. He was ondy about twenty-sisf twenty-seven.
{Chessrnan 28 July 1987, interview)
No-one has a kind word to say about the adiumant at the
Medical Rehabilitation Unit:
..even the CO ealled him “Tojo’. He was a liade mastines - he
didr’t swear, he dide1 drink, he didn’ smoke, he shiected o us
playing penny poker {Beaumond 29 August 1988, Interview)

Despite conract being forbidden, several romances ended in
marriage. A fighter pilot “convalescing from had malaria and
dengue fevers, with a nerve condition from which he seill
suffers” fell in love with a rada1 operator. (Auwhors name withheld
19 Seprember 1988, Personal Communicaion) A Radar Station diesel
mechanic married another radar vperator,. A tecupertaring
sailor martied another WAAAE (Piper 6 Angust 1986, Inlerview)
Another couple married in one of the requisitioned cottages.
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The Radar Station shared facilities and personnel witl the
Medical Rehubilitation Unit. The Radar Station used the
medicud stufl of the Rehabiliation Usnit from Ocroler 1944,
with regular medical and dental examinarions being carried
out.  Vehicles were frequently borrowed in event of
hreakdowns, and folowing the takeaver of the direct line to
Townsville by the PMG, the two RAAF establishments
shared a parey line in the Paluma relephone exchiange. (RAAF
Operations Recond Book 1944, Sheees 14, 138154}

By the beginning of 1943, the defence of northern Auwstralia
wiis less of a priarity. On 6 January, No 38 Radar Station was
placed on a “care and maintenance basis” by No 103 Fighter
Conrol Unit, with operations to cease a5 of 8 January. (RAAF
Opeeations Record Book 1945, Sheet 18 Unit strength ar the
beginning of 1945 was much as it had been throughont
operations ~ about rwenty-three pemonnel. Following the
movemnent o “carc and maintenance”, administiation of the
remaining six personne! (iwo guards, a clerk, a radio
mmechanic a diesel firrer and a cook) was passed in February to
n WAAATL officer wirth assistance from the Medical
Rehabilitation Unir. (RAAF Qperations Record Book 1945, Sheet 19}
The vacared WAAAF burracks were ispected for their
suftability us a Women's Services YWCA hosrel, (RAAF
Ciperazions Record Book 1943, Sheer 18}

Althaugh the Radar Sration was all bur closed dowrr by
Febriary 1945, No 6 Medical Rehabilitation Unit continued
operarions i Palune until ar least 20 August. A RAAF list
Units other than Operational Sguadrons during Second
World War gives the dates between which the Medical Unir
was in Paluma as 13 November 1943 10 8 Ourober 1945,
RAAF medical personnel staffed the Medical Rehabilitation
Unit. The Unit’s patients were servicemen recavering from
disabilities received in the Sonth-West Pacific Theatre of the
war. { Phillips Seprember 1984, Personal Cosmmunicarion)

The Medical Rehabilitarion Unit had heen formed in
Victoria in July 1943, under the initial commanl of Fliglt
Lieatenant James Conguest, s newly graduated physician,
Esrablishment strength was for rwenty-two personnel, mostly
RAAF nurses. In Ocrober that vear, the Unit was deployed
to the North Eastern Areq, arriving ar Mt Spec (Pabema) on
13 November 1943 {barely a forenight after Rader Station
personncl had arrived). Linit strengtl at the end of 1943 was
eighteers.  Conguest had at his disposal 2 command car, a
rrack and an unserviceable ambulance. {Kenny 20 Ry 1986,

Personal Communicarion)

The Medical Relabilitation Unir faced similar problerns with
the excessive humidiry of Paluma. The Unit requisitioned
cottages in the established sections of the wownship, bur
due 1o climare conditions i was necessary 1o paing the intesior of
the houses to counteract deterionstion before patients could be

moved in (Renny 20 July 1986, Permsonal Communication)

The Rebabilitation Plnir ar this tdme had fifty-eight
convalescens parients, {Kenny 20 July 1986, Personal Communication}
Patients were drawn mostly from the RAAE bur also included
serving personnel from the Army and Navy, These patients
Were noL FeCeiving acute care - many by their own admission
were “ernotionally drained” and recovering from ‘shell shock’

“not raa many injuries, basically sick feave (Cheosman 28 July

1957, Interview) Sorne needed specialist treatment not available

at Paluma,
There was one young chappie here, he had a beawifdd
voice.. We used 1o get him singing and ir was the only way we
conthl keep him colm. The CO confided 10 us he'd bave 1a
send him down sourh becanse i he didn’t, he was going 1o really
gor around the berd being sway from home. [Beavmont 29 Aveost
IORR, Intorview?

James Conquest believed in the therapeuric vahee of work
Those patients needing it were sent ¢ No 20 Medical
(Clearing Starton for a weekly skin clinic or other ¢linical
meetigs. (Kenny 20 july 1996, Persomal Comnication} Otiwrw'tse,
a busy routine was organised for them. Considering thie time
of year, an ambirdous construction program commenced, with
the following prajects complered by the end of February 1944

Irecrion of Theatre

Power house for Generaror

Esera Heheing instabied

Memt srorage and refrigeration

Citass windows iy admainistrarion block

Paint ineerior of houses

Erecrion of three Targe prefabricared huts for staff

Equipracnt store

Swimuning pool in nearby pengle [the welr was locared on s 1ock

Par previoushy dergified as "an wheal dan and Dridge sire

combirted™ (Binsigned Report 19 Jonaary 1939, p 4}

Archway and boundaries at end of camp

PA system throughout camp

PT  {physical training) arranged by resident
physiotherapist Poale. Weekly picnics were held ar Crystal
Creek, weather permitting. WAAAFs {and somectimes
WRANs} from Townsyille visited formighely (later weekly)

for Saturday afternoons followed by a dance held in the

WAL

evening. o avoid an early rerurn to Townsville, the woen
styed overnight in dhe Tog cabin recently vacared by the US
Aroy plarcon. Yank hut’ became ‘Maidens’ Manor'. Fishing
trips to Moongobiilla were orpanised three times 2 week, and
paticnts had access 109 piano and full size hilliard table. The
Red Cross donared three hundred pounds for the
improvement af recreational facilities and sent up supplies
every fortnight. “The Gadabouts’ cane from Townsville for a
concert in the recreationa! hall, (Besnmont 29 Augusr 1988,
Interview) Olncupationsl therapy was offered (weaving, felt and
leather work, rug making, cane furniture, carpentry and
gardening} and patients were expected to take an uctive part
in construction projects still underway:

{learing for o vegetable garden

Gardens arcund houses

Clearing of an area loe PT

Construcrion of fennds courts

Fencing of camp area

Comcrore arcas ar rear of mess Jnow vy Conage)

Fhyproofing of kitchen

Septic dainage

Buikding of gpn equtipiment

Prefahricarion of hut for Qccupationsd Therapy

Erection of large trarspornt Bock

Diryinyg rooms (Kenny 20 July 1986, Personal Communieation’

Electricity was reticelated from a TKVA generator set to the
requisitioned cottages at the western end of Paluma, (Cheasman
26 July 1987, barorview) . Winged pares were erected at either end
of the Rehuabilitarion Unit wdvising all traffic w keep
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(RAAF Fownsville, Allied Works Seatisrics;
Phosographs held by aurlur} A 16mm cinernatograph was
nstalled m july 1944, as the RAAFs mobile cinens was not
always able ro traverse the roads. The Rehabilivation Unit
ratsed its own pigs and poudtry and artemspred o grow laige
quantities of vegetables, but used a local daiy for milke In
Mav 1944, the dairy was requested to test is herd for
rubercidosis. (Kenny 20 Tudy 1986, Dersonal Communicarion )

moving'. Museum

Rehabiliration Unit strengrh ar the end of June 1944 was
rwenty-four pessonnel. A canteen had just been erected and
construction of concrete tennis courts was well underway,
with a Civil Constiuction Corps concrete mixer set up on the
creek. (Cheesman 25 Jly 1987, Interview) Two more houses wirhin
the bourxds of the camp, ‘Crand Villa” and ‘Ascotville’, were
inken over. The armbulance was once more unserviceahle,
following an accident ar vhe Bolile River that resulted in
ninor injuties for driver and passenger. The end of June
medical summary shows twenty.one skin cases, eighteen
surgical cases and owenty-three medical cases. (Kenny 20 fuly
Duoring December 1944, Flight
Licurenunt J 1 Sioclsit ook over as commanding officer.
Fames Conaguest becarne skin specialist for the Norrh Eastern
Area and is reputed to have followed the interest he
developed while ar Paluma to become a skin specinlise after
the war {Cheesran 18 idy 1987, Inrerview)  Improvesents at the
Madical Rehabilitarion Unit continged  during 1945
Bathroom ‘chip heaters” were installed, the penerator was
overhauled and the physiorherapy seetion was extended. The
fmrge hut for occupational therapy craft works was completed
post-war, becoming Paluma’s first ‘rown hall.

P56, Personal Communication)

Despite the focus on activity and the attention of the
adiueant, rhete were a few lapses in discipline among
convalescent patients. A former patien: rermembers how the
diinking of spirits was banned after an exuberant group set the
chimney alight and nearly barne the house down,
We had a ritual i the Serpeants’ M when you ot
sufficient by drunk, and vou were recepred 25 one of the maob, the

lighrs were switched ouwt exceps for one spotlight pur on you and
you were held

you were held, because you couldnt stand stifl -
still, and the soberest then would draw your outhine and the next
morning when evervbody sobered up that would be flled i and
your name pet under . Bug then we goo this erazy Fhighe
Sergeant....who was a firchug and he stoked she fire so high he
whole thing went up and we lost our [fucplacel.. That was when
the CO declared rhar patiertes were no fonger allowed 10 drink
spirits. They had w contens themselves o drink beer. That was
the night when we ran out of evervthing except gin, including
softdrinks, and we were drinking gin broken down with more
girt. (Beaumont 29 Augusy 1988, Tngerview)

Much was mnde of Paluma’s temnperare conditions. [t was
found that “convalesceuts benefit greatly by the climare
this locality”. Kemny 20 July 1986, Personal Communicerion)
Howeves, one wonkl have to question the kindress of placing
shell-shocked men from the jungle theatres of the Paciflic war
inte a tiny village complerely sutrounded by mainforest at the
end of a road that was easily cut by the incessant heavy rain,
Ar the radar station, the WAAAFs “idiv...speculuted on the
itlnesses that could be overcome by a stay in this
environmoent” (Renew 1955, p.2y Given the fond memories of
those servicewmen who leve revisited Paluma, the therapy
offered secms ta have been successful.

By the end of July 1945, the daily average number of patients
aned diopped 1o seventeen, the lowest on reeord. The Uni
that month also provided five civilian patients with minm
surgical attention. (Keany 20 Yol 1986, Personal Commuonication)
Following rhe dropping of atomic hambs on Japan, the No 6
Medical Rehabilitation Unir ceased to function on 20 August
1945, Personnel from the Radar Station had alieady lefr. OF
the Rehahilitation Units nineteen remaining patients, {ive
were rrunsferred to other medics! units und sixteen were
refurned 10 dury. An estimated 800 to 1000 patients had
passedd through the Medical Rehabilitation Unit dusing its
short operationa! life. The Unit bad fulfilled one of the
original morives for the establishment of Paluma » to be a
‘santtaripn’ in the mountains,
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‘Going Up The Spec’

— Rest and Recreation

n 1933, as soon as the bridge over Little Crystal Creek was
Irmﬁ"icahle. visitors drove to ‘the Saddle’ and later to
‘Cloudy Clearing’ to camp for the weekend. These visitors
were given permission to use Main Roads Commission tents
before the township was gazetted and cottages were built.
Among Paluma’s eventual property-owners were many of the
road’s supporters and some of the Commission’s permanent
staff. (McClelland 23 July 1986, Personal C “ommunication )
Photographs displayed in the windows of McKimmin's store
in Flinders Street fostered people’s interest in Paluma. Every
weekend, vehicles drove north to ‘the mountain’, on a
journey that took three to four hours. The ‘highway’ from
Townsville to Moongobulla was mostly unformed and there
were no bridges over the tidal creeks. Travellers consulted the
tide charts before leaving town to minimise delays. Even after
the Second World War:

the bitumen ceased abour the Bohle River and so did the bridges
over many of the creeks. The Bohle, Black, Bluewater and
Rollingstone were the only waterways with bridges. At all other
('rl‘l‘k.‘\ llr was n\"L‘l'?*'SE‘T'Y to l_]ri\'L‘ I.Il\“."n II-“;' |‘.'lnk ACTOSs l]"lL‘ ]3\7“’“"1
and up the other side no matter how stony, wet or slry_ [ Bourke

1987, Reminiscences)

Despite the difficulties, many saw a trip ro ‘Mt Spec’ as a real
family adventure. (Farrelly June 1987, Reminiscences) Paluma on
weekends and holidays was home to many young families
enjoying simple pleasures.
We had as children wonderful Christmas holidays (six weeks)
when there seemed to be plenty of young folk. We would all go
off exploring old tin mines, walking to swimming pools and
waterfalls learning of life in the rainforest. We played endless

games of monopoly (new game). Dad had a table tennis table in
a shed behind our cottage and the young folk used to gather most
evenings, 10pm curfew. We also had an antbed badminton court
beside the house. Quire often the adults would arrange a day's

A

convoy of cars would head off for a wonderful day's fun. (Klumpp

picnic to Running River or some beaut swimming spot.

1987, Reminiscences)

After the 1934 land aucrion, many houses were constructed.
Leaschold conditions demanded one hundred pounds worth
of improvements, not including the value of clearing. This
usually meant the erecrion of “a liveable dwelling”. (Farrelly
June 1987, Reminiscences)  Some houses were built on site from
timber brought from Townsville or Ingham mills, other
cottages were cannibalised from shrinking mining towns like
Charters Towers.

My father fell in love with the mountain and bought the block

one down from Melroses. Dad bought an old miner’s cotrage
1ITL‘1'U {:ll:iricr\' —r\\“"L'r“ ':I'['IL] IT:]LI il I"U”L'd L]E‘\\"n. ['lllll'll“t.‘rL‘d. :Il'li.l

rebuilt on the mountain. (Klumpp 1987, Reminiscences)

The Anglican bishop, John Oliver Feetham, built a cortage
near the present Community Centre but slepr ourtside in a
hammock “due to a breathing problem”. (Klumpp 1987,
Reminiscences)  As the bishop ofren brought some Bush
Brothers or students with him, his Evensong services were
well attended. Thus began the association between Paluma
and many of the churches which have owned property in the

village over the years.

By 1946, most of the cottages requisitioned for the duration of

LllL‘ wdr lll{d hL‘L‘[l TL‘T.Lll'[lL‘LI to lht‘il’ Oowners. T}IL‘ iIli[l;{l

1944 Paluma. “Hotel Australia” (now “lvy Cottage Tearooms™) used as the combined vanks mess for the RAAF
Convalescent Depot (MRU).

Renew, Venn Collection
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ca 1930s Paluma. The Broun family home on Paluma Dam road twrn off with family and friends playing
quoits in yard. The Broun's house was a relocated miner’s cottage on Allotment 5, Section 2, Paluma.

‘development’ of the new township had lost momentum for
almost ten years. The new roadworks were still settling, and
Paluma was often cut off during wet weather by landslides.
(Linton June 1987, Reminiscences) Jim Linton, former Main Roads
employee, moved to Paluma and started a store and Post
Office in the abandoned RAAF cinema building. (McKergow
1985; Klumpp 1987 Reminiscences)  Devine’s bus service brought
the mail and more visitors. The town had few other services.
Each family had a path down to the creek, and each house
had its own ‘midden’ on the forest’s edge. Water was carried
up to the houses in “kerosene tins....Chinese style on a pole”
from the creeks that run each side of Mt Spec Road. (Klumpp
A small pool on Ethel (now Benham'’s)
Creek was used for bathing.
allocating an hour in the afternoon for each gender to soap up
and rinse off under the waterfall. While the township now
has a chlorinated water supply, sewage

1987, Reminiscences)

Modesty was preserved by

disposal is via an assortment of systems

ranging from the war-time septic
trenches to modern composting
systems, some more efficient than
others.

The human history of the Mt Spec-
Paluma area has swung alternately
between activities with a passive or
active impact. Despite advances in
technology and positive changes in
attitude, our very presence continues to
have an impact on the forest.
Aboriginal occupation of the rainforest
appears to have left little physical
impact around Mt Spec-Paluma. The
tin-mining and timber industries left
lasting impressions, though the forest

has recovered well. Paluma’s

is a theme that runs through the
village’s recorded history. The
village has never supported a
large resident population, but
holiday visitors numbered in the
hundreds even in the 1930s.
Owver 500 visitors were recorded
at Paluma for Christmas-New
Year 1938-1939.
Camphell Monthly

(Cummins &

Magazine February

1939) Population numbers fell in
the mid-1960s when the first cut
of softwoods was completed.
The district’s population fell
again when world tin prices
plummeted in the 1980s. Over
the twenty years from 1981 to
2001,
population has remained static
at about thirty, though the

average age of those residents is

Paluma’s resident

increasing. Today, ownership of
the western acreages and most
of the cottages in Paluma still
remains with ‘weekenders’. Of the four economic possibilities
suggested for Paluma in the 1939 report, only the first two

Unknown, Thuringowa Collection

remain:
Mountain resort for Townsville residents
Tourist resort
Fruit growing

Dairying to a minor degree

aluma in 2001 suffers many of the problems found elsewhere
in regional Australia. Over development should not be a
problem as land is simply not available. The village is rotally
surrounded by the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.
However, the resident population is aging and government
services are being withdrawn. The Paluma State School
closed for the last time in the mid-1970s, the Police Station
relocated to Rollingstone in 1993, and the last National Parks
Ranger moved to Jourama Falls in 1999. Recent

popularity as a health or tourist retreat ca 1936 Paluma. Paluma Tounship, Mt Spec Road. 2925 feet above sea level.

W ] Laurie, Venn Collection




ca 1940 Paluma. Swimming hole, Paluma.

Klumpp, Venn Collection

corporatisation of road maintenance contracts has not always
delivered the best possible service. As government’s presence
in Paluma winds down, visitor numbers increase. However,
given adequate infrastructure, the Mt Spec-Paluma area of
Thuringowa City will continue to provide a scenic
destination and respite from summer’s heat. Paluma'’s future
now lies in providing educational and recreational
opportunities for its visitors.

ca 1946 Paluma. Bert Cavill and Jack Cluff of the Ewan Police with a post-war jeep, refuelling in front of “Cavilcade” Guesthouse.

Coulthard, Venn Collection
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ca 1940s Pahuma. Arthur Benham and Cavill family at Cloudy Clearing,
post-war. Arthur on left, Bert Cavill in centre, Grace Cavill on right.

Coulthard, Venn Collection

ca 1940s Paluma. Mrs Grace Cavill (on right) at “Cavilcade” with
ouests.

Coulthard, Venn Collection

ca 1930s Mt Spec Road. Bill Cordwell, a truck driver with Main Roads Commission, Mrs and Miss Cavill and Mrs Fallon (whose
husband worked in the Main Roads Commission office) at “The Saddle”.

Coulthard, Venn Collection
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..‘k II

ca 1940s Paluma. Smithy (Harold Smith) and Bert Cauill (on the left) going shooting doum the Star River Basin.

Coulthard, Venn Collection

Silar Duend Mreye okl LEFY.
ca 1942 Paluma. Paluma bus arvives. Main Roads Huts on left. Note the Mt Spec Road speed limit of 12 miles per hour.

Stuart, Venn Collection
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ca 1943 Paluma. Cavill's Guesthouse with Shell petrol bowsers. On Allotment 1, Section 4.

Stuart, Venn Collection

19405 Paluma. “Cavilcade” Guesthouse with Mt Spec bus service.

W ] Laurie, JCUNQ NQColl417




ENDNOTE

During 1y research. | was often reminded of the long-term
associations between individuals and famidies and this area
that even today throws challenges ar irs residents.  The
miners, the fimber getters, more recentdy those involved in
fourism — many seem (o come and just stay.  In thirty-five
vears of operation, vy Cottage Tearoons has had bue seven
sets of proprietoss, four sets of which stilt live in Paluma
Some families boast a continuing association with Palama
over four generations, going back 10 hefore the mad was
campleted.  As a child, like many others in Townsville
Thuringowa, 1 enjoyved a surnmer swim in Lirtle Crystal Creek
or a picnic at MeClellands Lookour, With my hushand, |
spent some very wet days here on my honeymoon, and nearly
ter1 years after that ! came here o live, That was nearly
rweney years ago, and | have often worklered why we are so
ateracred o ‘Mt Spec’. In very wer weather, the Mt Spec-
Paluma area is less than hospitable, but when it is fine and
sunny, the dark green forest against the clear blue of the
endless sky is  incredibly bheautiful.  Many of my
correspondents spoke or wrote with the same passion as
McKimmin had before the First World War, 1n this brief
retelling of their stories of *the Spec’, Fhope Fhave been able
to share some of that passion,
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Appendix

“Two Petty Gunboats’

— HMAS Paluma

he Paluma Shoals in Flalifax Bay, the Paluma Range and

the rownship of Peluma gre nmmed for e HMS
{sometimes MMOSY Paluma, o Queensland  colonial
government survey ship that worked along the Morth
Queensland coast in the 18805 and 1890s. Four vessels have
horne the name Paluma. The link between the ships and
Paluna continue today, almost 120 years on.
ey the 1870s snd 1880s, Britain was preparing for war with
Russia,  British colories were likewise preparing 10 deferd
themselves, Sir William Jervois had drawn ap a scheme for
the defence of Awgstralis, an interpresation of which was
submirted to the Colonial Sceretary for Queensland on 24
Aptil, 1882, Moreton Bay was to be protected by a gunboat
and one or more topede baats, with another gun-vessel
puschased for the peneral defence of the coast. In time of
peace, this secund vessel would he available “for geners
Goverryentt purposes”, (Pixley 1946, p669)  Queensiand’
colonial government paid 2500 pourds a year far the official
use of Paluma. (Daily Telepraph 23 Tanuary 1889)

The decision to purchase two gunboats was not an casy one,
given their combined cost of 60 000 pounds. Opinion in
{ueensland Parliament was split on this commitment, which
wordd set a funding precedent and establish g Navy &
Queensland,  Argument for the purchase of the punboars
focused on the usefulness of a Naval Brigade, which could not
function without vessels for training, and on the preparations
Russiz had already made. Raossia had a small flotilla of vessels
based in the Facific ready to prey on Australian trade, even
though privateering was outlawed. The gunboats could escort
coastal shipping trade.  An expeditious decision was soughr
for the gunbaats could not be supplied for rwo vears and the
Ertipire could find ttsel ar war within that rime. In comments
thar wanld be echoel sixry years on, the Honourable Mr
Groam remarked thar “it appeared for some time past rhose in
charge of the Naval defence of the Colonies had forgotren
thar there was such a place as Brishane and such a coast as the
Queenstand coast, 1t was very selduun that they saw a Brirish
grrof-war in twse waters — they seemed 10 he oecupied
exclusively berween Sydney, Melboume and Auckland”. (s
Pisley 1946, 07637 The Premier, Sir Thomas Mclbwraith, noted
that England’s politcal lesders had indicated o him thae
English raxpayers would not mke kindly o proteciing
colonies not helping themselves.  Mcelwmith spoke
favourably of a firepower demonstration thar he had
witnessed of similar guns to those proposed, which could
pierce [6-inch armour plate and hiv 4 mark at 7600 yards,
Potential damage to Queensland could be many times miore
than the proposed expenditure. {in Pixley 1946, pp. 675677

Argumnenss against the expenditure centred on the cost and
suitability of the vessels. Money hud just been sllocated for
purchasing a Government steamer, and one member wanted
to know “whar duties the gunboar based ar Moreron Bay
would perform that could oy be done by the new steamer™.
{Fixley 1946, p. 674) Another reason given for not approving the

expenditnre was the imminent arrival of six fasr cruisers for
the Australan Station.  The colonies would not need
additional protection. The modest size of the gunbouats was
ridiculed, Specifically designed for waroeuvrability along rhe
const, the fear wus expressed that if captured by an enemy,
they would run up the rivess and attack the rowns they were
supposed to pratect] (Pixtey 1946, pp. 674.765)  The Honourable
Mr. Miles thoughrt ir ridiculous that “rwo petry gunboats”
could deferd ¥ 500 miles of coast, while Mr. Brookes thought
the use of the telegraph wanld prevent the privateering of the
past. A motion to drop the gunboats from budget estimates
was defeated 27 votes to 10, and the order was placed, {(Dixley
1946, pp. 67T-678)

Pabima and lier sister ship Gayundah were 400 hop. steel
gurthoats builr “ar Armstrong’s famous yard” in Newcastle on
Tyme in 1884 at 2 cost of 27 750 pounds. (hixley 1946, p. 672; Dathy
Telegraph 23 January 1889 Feakes 931, p.¥5 Auvstralasian Maritime
Historieal Socicty Nows 26 Seprember 1984)  Admost identical with
the Albert under construction for the Colony of Vicroria,
Pixdey gives the specifications of dhe gunthoars as

I\,t:ﬁgi ;J 1 ZO {(:{.'f{
Beam 26 feer
Draught 8.5 feor

Displacement 360 tons {p, 678)

For their size, Pohuma and Gavundah were heavily armed, with
six puns mounted and provision far two more, (Pixdey 1946, p.
678} In recagnition of thelr firepower, Paluma and Gayunduh
were said 10 be Aboriginal words for thunder and ligliming
respectively, though the largoage from which this originates
is 1ot recorded. {Feakes 1958, p.75) Their coal carrying capacity
was 79 toms, giving cach a steaming range of 700 to 800 miles,
Goayundah was lsunched on 13 May 1884, Puhong a few days
tater. Following sea rials in Septemnber 1884, hoth saited for
Brishane. (Dixley 1946, pp. 678-679)

Gayundah arrived in Brisbane first. The Brisbane Courier
commented on her lack of beaury. {Podey 1946, p. 682 As it
was less than forty vears since the British Navy starred
building iron ships, perhaps the technology for working with
steel was still basic.  Despite her utilitarian lines, the
Queensland cabinet was well pleased. The cabinet meeting
on 13 Apnil 188%
decided 1o send to Lywon fifty [men] from the naval brigade, 1o
man the pushoat Gayundah, which will be commissioned for
active service. {Rhades 1956, p.242)
The Governor himself inspected Gayundal s fow days farer
and expressed his satisfaction at the arrangements.

By the tirne Paluma arrived in Brishane on 7 May 1885, the
threat of invasion had diminished following the signing of an
agreement between Fngland and Russia only the day before
[ Australasion Marisime Historical Boctery Notes 26 Sepreraber 1984; Sinday
Ml Magazine 24 November 1968 Gayundoh remuined firted out as
] gimboat, bur Paluraa was inngediute iy converted to & coustal
survey vessel, the decision to cruploy her in survey work




having been announced by the Admiralty on 28 July 1884, A
deck house replaced the 6-inch gun an the quarter deck, and
a wark roomn replaced the 8-foch gon. (Pixley 16, 1 679)
Patuma commenced sarvey work with the Raval Navy in June
1885, hased m Townsville, continping the mnine suovey
work begunt in Chreensland after Separation. Over the next
terr yeass, Paluma made 2 valusble contribation to this
knowledge base, working from Towasville among the reefs
north to Cape York and south to Whitsonday Island anedl
March 1893 wlrerr she reverted to tre Queensland
Oovernment. {Lack 1959 Roval Hisworical Socery of {Dueensiond Jowernal
Vol 6 Na |, pe F37; Pixley 1946, p.715)

On the refitting trip sauth in 1893, the Paluma endured the
indignity of being flung up inro the graomds of the Batanic
Gardens doring 2 eyclone that camsed great toss of Hfe and
property in Brisbane. (Armitage 1972 Walkaboue Mo 4, pp. 61-63)
There was “constderable haggling over the price to float het”.
The Premier, Sir Thomas Griffith, delayed giving his decision
and before the canal could be dug, & second flood reflarted
her and she was towed back to her moorngs by the
SUVETnIMent steanmer Advance. (Feakes 1951, 7o Pixdey 1946, n
7133

in 1889, Paluma sailed ta Sydney ta pay off her existing crew
under Lientenane G, Richards, and 1o awat the arttval of her
new crew, nen from the Impertal Navy on their way from
England. A Sydney Daily Telegraph article described her tn
detail.
The Paluma...is a sister ship 1o the Gayundah.. Both vessels
were turhed out at the same yard and in butld and equiprent are
a facsimile of each other. They belong to the most useful class of
gunboats, and although of limited dimensions would prove
destructive enough in an engagement, The Paluma is built of
steel throughour and measnres 113t in length between
perpendiculors and I3t In breadth.  This gives her a
displacernent of 400 rons. Her armamerntt consists of two guns of
heavy calibre besides the usual complement of machine guns,
&c. The big guns were raken our of the ship some rime ago and
landed at Brisbane to meke more room oo board For the
supveying operations. When in the ship, one a 12-ror 8in. BL
gun is mounted forward, and the other, a 4 'A-ron Gin. BL. pur,
aft. The forward gun has a good range, the hull being cur down
10 facilitate its working, The Paluma s propelled by compound
erigines from Messss, Hawthorne and Cols works, capable of
driving the vessel at 2 rate of 10 knots per hour. The Pabema, of
conrse, s tully equipped with modemn fnprovements, and she &
kepr in excellent order, the oo A place for evesything and
evervthing in its place’, being strictly observed. The ship has a
complement of 30, all told, the officers’ names being Licutenant
(. Richards, commander; Licutenants Wheeler, Combe and
Bowden-Smith; I %(er{:, SUTFEOTE and M Hwdson, engineer
£33 Banwsry 1854

The relationship between the Imperial Navy mmd the
Queensland colontal government was not always surooth
sailing, & sitwation repeated in other colonies at the ume
The colonial navies worked in tsolation, “neither coaperating
with the Adimfralty vessels nor smong themselvey”. (Feakes
1951, p. 76} Each colony had its own Defence Act awd placed
its gwn contracts for construction of vessels. This situation
continued until the farmation of the Cammanwealth,
Paluma and Gayundah were attached 1o the Australian
Squadron, under the cammand of an Englidy Rear Adwdral.

[ Dxasity Telegraph 273 Jamuary 1889} fo 1585, the Naval Corrmandane
in Brishane, Senior Naval Officer Captatn "Cocky’ (. Wright,
R.N., disagreed with the Queenslaod Defence Minister aver
payment for his leave. While neither Peakes {1931) nor
Pixley {1946} mernion the invalvement of Paluma, Casfield
(1921) wrote that Captaln Wright
ordered the two war vessels, the Paltema and Gayudah to put o
sen, contending bie way under the control of the Adiniral in
charge of the starton, sl defied the Minster. Steam was up on
the vessels, whes a rather hage bady of police, fully armed, was
marched dowir o the Botanic Gardens, and lined the river banks
reacly to firc on the ships f they were moved. Meanwhile, the
wires were at work, The Admiral disclaimed control over the
vessels, as it was a time of peace, and the Commandant retreated
from the stand he had taken, The mareer quietened down, but
the Commandant shortdy afrerwards rerired from the service of
the State. (pp. 121-112)

The rwin-screw ganmbaats Palioma and Gayundah were part of
Queenslind’s contribution following the formation of the
Australim. Naval Forces in 1901 s part of Federation
(Queensland’s other donattans o the mfant navy were the
Midee and Mosqutto, both rorpedo boats. (Pidey 1946, p717)
The first Naval Director was Willlam Roonke Cresswelfl,
charged with “the mobilization of his ancient specimens of
naval architecture”. (Feakes 1955 p. 1030 The gunboats were
refitted with “mrodem 5-inch B.L, and 4.7 B L.OQ.E guns under
the supervision of Lientenant-Comnunder LA H. Beresford,
CNE™ (Feskes 1951, p, 106) In 1911, both were still pact of the
Rayal Australian Navy. Gayundah was 5 parrol ship fir the
First World War, het was converted ta a gravel hatge soon
after, and was still working along the Brisbane River in 1944
(Pixley 1946, p718)  She fintshed her days as a bulk on the
foreshotes of Redcliffe. The first Paluma also had a less-than-
noble end, being hoken up and sold for serap in the mid-
19505 after working for many years in the Port of Melhourne
as the lighthouse tender 5.5 Rip.

Tle subsequent associntion of other ships of the sume name
wirth nmarine survey operations commemorates Palunta's
hydrographic history. MV, Paluma, o 45-tonne timber
launch butlt at Mart Taylor's shipyard tn Ross Creek in 1941,
was Tequisitioned during the Second World War:
by the Auvstralian Navy for use by the Coaspwarchers and served
with the famous 7’ Force from 1941-46. She covered thousands
of miles in hostile waters and was engaged in survey operations
within 90 miles of the Japanese who ook no notice of the
instgnificant vessel p}ocfding, apparently :aimicssi‘y’ about. What
they didn'y realise was that the Paliuma was opening the back
<loear for veg transpors thar would later bring tanks and guns inte
the fray. {MV Paluma Tourist paunphlet 1995}

MV Paluma was refitted several thines after the war, working
as a Hghoer, tow boat ared reef charter boat, (Sundey Mai 1
Seprember 19963 In the mid-1980s, MV Paluma was working
aut of Caims, part of the bankrupted Paloma Fishertes. An
advertisemoent for the disposal of plant and equipment
describes the second Pafuma thus:
Lepgih 3.04m, beam T.24m, depth 2.22mo Cugently
operating as 2 mother ship and maintained in Marine Board
SUTV{:Y 5 {,!aﬁsﬁ:ﬂgﬂ’.f Hﬂi; {:{,)HSLHE Cﬁrgi} V(:SSEE‘ C;'r]!'i§ E i"B and is
a registered {ishing vessel, {Townseifle Laily Bullesin November 1984}

Foliowing her sttt as a fislring vessel, MLV, Palema was fitted
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Gut a5 a ousist crmise vessel, In 1986, Moteton Bay csuises on
board the Paluma cost $360 per person for a threc-day cruise.
Eaveenslord Conmery Life 7 Janunry 1986} B‘y‘ the 1990, she was bac k
i Nesth Queensland waters, offering a cruise on Cleveland
Bay to observe Townsvilles VP30 celebrations. (MV Palunag
She continsed o work North
{Jueensland waters as o tourist cruise vessel until burning o
the waterline in the Whitsundays in August 1996, {Swday Mo
b Seprember 19963

The third HMAS Palume was an 180-ton, 120 foot motor
vessel built for the Army in 1943, In 1945, she was working
as a stores lighter, but was modified for the Roval Australian
Naval Surveying Service in 1956, After a major refit in 1958,
she was commissioned imte the Navy as FIMAS Paluma
[Memshern Serwices Courier November 196893 In 2959, she was
operating off Western Australia and arrived late that year “to
chart the Great Bacrier Reef waters, as did her namesake
BEVCILLY YEeRes ago”. {Lack 1959 Reyal Histwical Saciety of (Queensiand
Joumal Vol 6 No 1, p. 138 She was sold off in 1974 after steaming
184 000 miles nndertaking coastal surveys. (Norhem Sevices
Coterter Novembier 19893

Towrist pamphler 1995}

The fowth, and current, HMAS Paluma is a purpose-huile
hydrographic survey vessel. She was built in Port Adelaide by
EGLO Engineering Pry Ltd, and was the first of a new class of
vessel within the Rayal Aastralian Navy, Otlier ships in the
sarse class are the Benalla, the Shepparon and the Mermaid.
Like all naval survey vessels, HMAS Pahsma 15 not the
craditional batddeship grey, rather she is painted white, Her
most striking difference howeves, s that she 5 2 cararaman,

with steel hulls and an aluminkum supersttucture,  Paluma is
36.01 metres long, 13.08 metres across the beam, is 318 tong
dead weight and draws only 1.9 mesres. Her shallow deaft and
the stability provided by twin hulls make her an kleal vessel
for charting the reefs and shoals of the Grear Barrier and
other reefs. Poluma is powered by two Dewroit GM 12V92ZTA
diesels, developing 550hp ar 1800 rpm, with a top speed of 12
knots. (Roval Austrofian Nawy News Ploorial 1989 Vol 32 No 4, p1:

Northern Services Cowrder November 198%)

HMAS Pahumea has a much sinaller crew chan her predecessors
« two officers, two senior sailors and eight sailors. She is
destgmed o ren with unmanned engine rooms, with engine
performance monitored from  the compnterised bridee
console.  Steering can also be on autopilor along @
predetermined survey line.  Survey dara is coliecred
sutomatically from a tange of computerised insttuments, Hesr
first commander upon launching in February 1989 was
Licuterant Commander Matk Sinclair RAN. (nviration 1
Commissioning of HMAY Paluma 27 February 1989) I a weckend of
cefcbrations upon her maiden voyage north, the crew of the
Paliema was granted “freedom of the city” of Thuringowa at
Paluma in an officid ceremony in October 1989, 1n the
cricket match that followed, the sailors saffered “what local
businessman Mr Andy Bisliop described as a mild walkover”.
{Toswnsuille Bulletin 24 Ocrober 19893 Her first posting was to Caims
to survey in the Austeabian charting area that covers nearly 12
wxilion square nautical miles of vcean, mcluding the waters of
Papua New Guinea. From Caims, Paluma condnued the
work began by her namesake over 100 vears ago.
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