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1.0 Introduction 
Q Traffic was engaged to undertake a Traffic Impact Assessment of a proposed childcare centre for up to 120 children 

on Lot 194 of Lot 904 SP344615 within the Somers and Hervey Estate, in Rasmussen. The site is located at the south-

eastern corner of the Bluewattle Boulevard / Saltbush Boulevard intersection, towards the southern end of the Somers 

and Hervey Estate, which is being progressively delivered. 

The site is located in the Townsville City Council Local Government Area, and the proposal has therefore been assessed 

considering the relevant Council controls. 

This Traffic Report provides relevant background information regarding the proposed development, and documents the 

findings of our investigations addressing the following key traffic issues: 

• Vehicular site access arrangements; 

• On-site car parking provision 

• Car park design; 

• Servicing / refuse collection arrangements; and 

• The traffic impacts anticipated as a result of the development. 
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2.0 Context 

2.1 Subject Site and Existing Use 

The subject site is Lot 194 of Lot 904 SP344615 within the Somers and Hervey Estate, in Rasmussen. As shown in 

Figure 2.1a below, the site is located at the south-eastern corner of the Bluewattle Boulevard / Saltbush Boulevard 

intersection, towards the southern end of the Somers and Hervey Estate within Stage 4D / 4E.  

As shown in Figure 2.1b over page, the site is approximately 2988m² in area, and is currently vacant. 

 

Figure 2.1a:  Site Location  
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Figure 2.1b:  Subject Site  
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3.0 Proposal 
The proposed development is a childcare centre catering for up to 120 children, as shown in the plans of the proposed 

development which are included as Appendix A and the extract from the ground floor plan provided as Figure 3 below. 

The proposed development comprises a building occupying the north-eastern portion of the site, with at-grade parking 

on the south-western portion of the site. A total of 32 car parking spaces are proposed to be provided to service the 

development (staff and visitors). 

Vehicular access to the site is proposed via an all-movements driveway positioned on Saltbush Boulevard towards the 

southern site boundary, to provide separation from the Bluewattle Boulevard intersection and accommodate on-site 

service vehicle manoeuvring to facilitate vehicle access and egress in a forward direction. 

The traffic elements of the proposed site layout are discussed further in the following sections, considering the 

requirements of the applicable planning controls, as well as the relevant Australian Standards.  

 

Figure 3:  Extract from Ground Floor Plan 
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3.1 Vehicular Access 

As previously noted, vehicular access to the site is proposed via an all-movements driveway positioned on Saltbush 

Boulevard towards the southern site boundary, to provide separation from the Bluewattle Boulevard intersection. In this 

location approximately 40m separation is achieved to the intersection, which substantially exceeds the minimum 

requirement stipulated in AS2890.1 (i.e. 6m minimum separation). 

The proposed access driveway is 6.5m wide, which is adequate to accommodate two-way passenger vehicle flow as well 

as access and egress by the largest vehicle expected to require access to the site, which is a refuse collection vehicle of 

approximately 10.2m length. This is discussed further in Section 3.4, which deals with the proposed vehicle servicing 

arrangements. 

Driveway splays are proposed in accordance with the ‘General Wide Flared’ configuration in the IPWEA Standard 

Drawing for heavy duty vehicle crossings. 

In order to provide visibility between vehicles exiting the site and pedestrians approaching the driveway along the 

Saltbush Boulevard footpath, a 2.0 metre wide x 2.5 metre deep clear pedestrian sight triangle is required adjacent to the 

exit side of the driveway (immediately inside the front property boundary) in accordance with AS2890.1 requirements. 

Provision has been made for this sight triangle within the landscaped area adjacent to the driveway, and this requirement 

could reasonably be addressed at detailed design stage, in response to a condition of the approval. 

In summary, the proposed site access arrangements are supportable from a traffic engineering perspective. 

3.2 Car Parking Provision 

Reference has been made to the Parking rates planning scheme policy in the Townsville City Plan which recommends 

the following car parking provision for a childcare centre: 

One (1) space for every 6 children, and 1 space per employee (FTE).  

Based upon the scale of the centre (which will have a capacity of 120 children) it is anticipated that there will be a total 

of 21 EFT staff. The application of the above car parking rate therefore suggests that a total of 41 car parking spaces 

should be provided. This equates to an overall parking rate of 1 space per 2.93 children. Based upon our experience 

working on childcare centre developments however, this level of on-site parking provision is considered to be 

unnecessarily high, and unwarranted. 

To determine a suitable alternative level of parking provision for the proposed development, reference is made to a 

Planning and Environment Court matter in relation to a proposed childcare centre at 65-67 Lady Musgrave Road, 

Mountain Creek.  The Traffic Engineers Experts collection and analysis of parking demand data from five (5) existing 

childcare centres, ranging in capacity from 90 to 147 children.  

The data demonstrated that the 85th percentile parking demand (including both staff and visitor parking demands) was 

equivalent to one (1) space per 3.74 approved places. 

The application of the above car parking rates to the proposed development, which will cater for a maximum of 120 

children (i.e. approved places), suggests that a total of 32 car parking spaces should be provided based upon the above 

precedent.  

As shown in the plans included as Appendix A, the proposal provides a total of 32 car parking spaces to service the 

development. This is considered to represent an appropriate and supportable performance outcome. 
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3.3 Car Parking Layout  

The car parking layout as shown in the site plan included in Appendix A is designed generally in accordance with the 

requirements of the relevant Australian Standards, as summarised following: 

• Visitor car parking spaces (for drop-off and pick-up) are 2.6m wide (minimum) as required for short term 

(Class 3) car parking areas under the provisions of AS2890.1; 

• Staff car parking spaces are 2.4m wide (minimum) as required for low turnover (Class 1A) car parking areas 

under the provisions of AS2890.1; 

• Parking spaces are 5.4m long, as required under AS2890.1; 

• The parking aisle is 6.5m wide, exceeding the width recommended in AS2890.1 for Class 1A and Class 3 car 

parking areas;  

• The accessible parking space is 2.4m wide x 5.4m long with a 2.4m wide adjacent shared area, as required 

under the provisions of AS2890.6;  

• A turnaround bay is proposed at the termination of the parking module to enable a motorist to turn around and 

exit the site in the unlikely event that all car parking spaces are occupied;  

• Terminated aisle extensions of 1m length are proposed at each end of the car park to facilitate manoeuvring 

to/from the end parking spaces, in accordance with AS2890.1 requirements;  

• Eight (8) rear tandem bays are proposed. These bays will be designated as staff parking bays along with the 

eight (8) front tandem bays and four (4) spaces to the south of the driveway on the opposite side of the parking 

aisle; and 

• 12 parking spaces will be maintained for visitor use (i.e. drop-off and pick-up), which is expected to be more 

than adequate based upon the size of the centre. 

In summary, the design of the car parking area is efficient and legible, and generally in accordance with the 

requirements of the relevant standards and guidelines. Any minor refinements considered necessary could reasonably be 

addressed at detailed design stage, in response to a condition of the approval. 

3.4 Servicing and Refuse Collection 

The Townsville City Plan does not specify a Service Vehicle Provision Rate for a childcare centre. 

In our experience working on a considerable number of childcare centre developments in South East Queensland 

however, the occasional service vehicle (e.g. a delivery vehicle or a tradesperson vehicle) will typically access the 

development outside the peak drop-off / pick-up periods when the visitor parking spaces are largely unoccupied, and 

could therefore use these parking spaces if necessary.  

Notwithstanding this, as shown in the plans included as Appendix A, a dedicated service bay is proposed at the southern 

end of the car park. This bay will cater for up to a 6.4m long small rigid vehicle (SRV), as shown in the vehicle tracking 

diagram included as Appendix B. 

In regard to refuse collection, on-site collection of bins is proposed, with a 10.2m long refuse collection vehicle able to 

enter the site, collect bins within the parking aisle, and exit the site in a forward direction, as shown in the vehicle 

tracking diagram included as Appendix C. Given the need for such a vehicle to manoeuvre within the car parking area, 

it is recommended that waste collection be scheduled to occur outside the operating hours of the centre if possible, or at 

least outside the morning and afternoon peak drop-off and pick-up periods (i.e. 7:00am – 9:00am and 3:00pm – 

6:30pm). This requirement could reasonably be include as a condition of the approval. 

Overall, the proposed servicing / refuse collection arrangements are considered to be appropriate given the nature and 

scale of the development, and consistent with those at other similar developments, based upon our experience. 
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4.0 Traffic Impact Assessment 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) has collected and published trip generation data at nine (9) 

existing childcare centres, a summary of which is provided in Table 4 below. This data reveals the following average 

surveyed trip generation rates:  

• AM Peak Hour: 0.66 trips per child  

• PM Peak Hour: 0.48 trips per child  

Table 4: Summary of Trip Generation for Childcare Centres (TMR Traffic Generation Data—2006–2019) 

 
 

These traffic generation rates reflect a number of important factors, as outlined following:  

• The fact that at childcare centres, the morning drop-off period and evening pick-up period in particular are 

generally distributed over more than one hour i.e. typically 7am – 9am in the morning, and 3pm – 6:30pm in 

the afternoon / evening. This effect has become more pronounced in recent years, as flexible working 

arrangements for parents have become more common.  

• The fact that not all enrolled children will be in attendance at the centre every day, as a proportion will 

generally be absent due to sickness, holidays, etc.  

• The effect of economies of scale i.e. the larger the childcare centre, the higher the likelihood than siblings may 

attend the centre (i.e. one parent drop-off / pick-up for two children), which will reduce the overall trip 

generation rate per child. 

• The fact that staff typically arrive at and depart the childcare centre outside the peak pick-up and drop-off 

periods.  

• The fact that the increase in prevalence of childcare centres in recent years has reduced the size of the 

catchment of these centres. This, combined with the improvements in public transport and the provision of on-

site pram / stroller storage at centres, has increased the proportion of parents that will walk to the centre with 

their child, before catching public transport to work.  

Applying these trip generation rates to the proposed development (120 children), suggests the following peak hour trip 

generation volumes:  

• AM Peak Hour: 80 vehicle trips (40 entry and 40 exit trips); and 

• PM Peak Hour: 58 vehicle trips (29 entry and 29 exit trips). 
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The above level of traffic generation (i.e. approximately 1.0 – 1.5 vehicle trips per minute, on average, during the peak 

hours) is low, and is not expected to have a notable impact upon the performance of the adjacent road network from a 

capacity perspective, particularly bearing in mind that a reasonable proportion of the trips generated by the proposed 

development are likely to be drop-in trips, which would have been on the local road network irrespective of (i.e. even in 

the absence of) the proposed development. 

Furthermore, given that the proposal is consistent with the intended use of the subject lot (‘community purposes’) within 

the Somers and Hervey Estate, it is assumed that the traffic generation of the development would have been considered 

as part of the design of the road network within and connecting to the estate, which is currently being delivered. 

In light of the above, no additional external roadworks are considered to be required to support the proposed 

development from a capacity perspective. 
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5.0 Recommendation 
In light of the information contained within this report, we consider that the proposal is satisfactory from a traffic 

operations perspective and recommend that the development application be approved. 

5.1 Qualifications 

This report has been approved by Richard Quinn | Director | RPEQ 08565 
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APPENDIX C 
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