
Water no more than twice a week in the dry and never when it’s wet

1

If you want a strong lawn you have to 
adjust your watering according to the 
changing conditions through the year. 
Grass has different needs depending 
on the weather.

2

Townsville lawns need no more than 
25mm of water per week during the dry 
season and none at all during the wet.

3

Lawns are most stressed from 
September to December when the soil 
loses the most water from evaporation.

4

Townsville has some of the highest pan 
evaporation rates in Australia. We lose 
approximately 2.88 meters of water per 
year just from evaporation.

5

Think about planting more trees if you 
can. They are a great way to reduce 
the size of your lawn, promote cooler 
breezes and save on water.
Also, shading the western wall of your 
home can make a big difference to how 
cool your home is which will save you 
money on your power bill.

6

It’s important to train your lawn 
to be tough to handle periods of 
heat and water stress. To do this it 
needs strong roots. A deep soaking 
less often grows strong roots and 
reduces weeds.

7

Watering more than twice a week 
will weaken your lawn, giving it 
shallow and fragile roots.

8

Overwatering your lawn could 
encourage weeds to grow because 
excess water keeps emerging seeds 
moist. More weeds mean your grass 
has to fight for water.

9

Townsville typically receives more 
than enough rainfall from December 
to March for a well—trained lawn to 
thrive.

10

Clay soils are very common in 
Townsville and can only absorb small 
amounts, of water at time. A low flow 
sprinkler is the best choice for most 
local lawns.

11

Watering when the sun is up reduces the 
amount of water that makes it to the soil up 
to 50%. It’s best to water at night after your 
lawn has cooled.

12

Short periods without water can improve 
your lawn by encouraging it to grow slower. 
Try gradually increasing the length of time 
between watering to achieve one good 
soak per week when it’s dry. 

13

Once you’ve nailed the perfect timings for 
using your sprinklers, a tap timer is a great 
way to make sure you’re giving your lawn 
the perfect amount of water.

14

Consider how much lawn you really need. 
Growing your own fruit and vegetables 
or planting trees and shrubs can greatly 
reduce your water and electricity usage, and 
can save you at the supermarket as well.

15

Make sure you’re following the current 
water conservation measures and 
encourage others to do the same. This will 
make sure we all have enough water for the 
future and delays any further restrictions.

Watering and
Lawn Care Guide



How much water should I be using? 

Did you know?
More than 70% of Townsville’s 
water is used on residential 
lawns and gardens?

Most of this water usage can be reduced  by getting 
the basics right by knowing your soil, choosing the 
right turf for your conditions, and training your lawn 
to grow strong roots. All irrigation systems, sprinklers, 
and hoses water at different rates.

Knowing how much water you need for your lawn 
means you can work out when and how long you 
need to water. 
As a general rule, Townsville lawns need 25mm of 
water per week when it’s dry. This should be applied 
slowly over one or two waterings per week.
There’s a simple way to work out how fast your 
sprinkler is watering. Just time how long it takes to 
fill a container to 25mm with your sprinkler irrigation 
system or hose, and use that as a guide for planning 
your weekly watering schedule.

Time how long it takes to fill a 
couple of containers to 25mm 
under your different sprinklers.

Technical note: watering in the heat of the day can 
reduce the amount of water reaching your soil by up 
to 50% compared to early morning or late afternoon!

How to check my rule of thumb (25mm)

10 litres per minute
(15m diameter)

19 litres per minute
(12m diameter)

22 litres per minute
(8m diameter)

A guide to some sprinklers



Sprinkler cheat sheet

Sprinkler Type / Name Litres Per Minute Application Rate mm/H Approx. Run Time

Low water use sprinklers

Wobble Tee 10L/min 3.8mm/h max. 6hr/wk

Rotary Sled 
Sprinkler 6.9L/min 5.27mm/h max. 6hr/wk

Rainwave 18.1L/min 6.46mm/h max. 6hr/wk

Medium water use sprinklers

Canberra sprinkler 18.8L/min 9.97mm/h max 2hr/wk

Rotoframe 1/2" 19.2L/min 14.7mm/h max 2hr/wk

5 Function sprinkler 17.4L/min 16.41mm/h max 2hr/wk

High water use sprinklers

3 arm sled sprinkler 19.4L/min 23.16mm/h max 1hr/wk

Tractor sprinkler 13.8L/min 26.74mm/h max 1hr/wk

Handy sprinkler 34.6L/min 41.3mm/h max 1hr/wk

Partner (or Rose) 
sprinkler 24L/min 26.74 – 50.29mm/h max 1hr/wk



 
Why low flow?

Sprinkler Type / Name Litres Per Minute Application Rate mm/H Approx. Run Time

Automatic Irrigation

Pop-up or fixed 
spray sprinkler

approx. 
13L/min 35-45mm/h 45min/wk

Rotary sprinkler approx. 
3L/min 15mm/h 2hr/wk

Gear drive rotor 
sprinkler

approx. 
2.6-32L/min 10-20mm/h 2hr/wk

Dripline sprinkler 3L/min 15mm/h 2hr/wk

 
Why low flow?

1O Litres 
per minute 
(15m diameter)

Large Droplet Sizes

Droplet angle

Slow soaking rate

Promotes strong roots

Saves water

Covers large area

Can save time

Modular

Suitable for low pressure

Australian made

townsville.qld.gov.au


