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GALLERY SERVICES

It gives me great pleasure to present Gallery Services’
Annual Report for 2014/15, highlighting a very dynamic
and successful year in which Gallery Services maintained
Townsville’s reputation as one of the most dynamic regions
for arts and cultural activity in Australia, and achieved
significant milestones in development, strategic planning
and community engagement.
Following on from the successes of 2013/2014, in which
Gallery Services broke all manner of visitation records,
2014/2015 saw continued high levels of participation and a
focus on qualitative outcomes; now, and planning for the future.
Gallery Services delivered 72 high calibre exhibitions at
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, Pinnacles Gallery, and across
its various community access spaces, again attracting in
excess of 100,000 visitors throughout the year.
These exhibition attendance figures see Townsville’s
galleries maintain their lofty position amongst the nation’s
most visited regional galleries, and are made all the more
impressive when extended closure periods are accounted
for. These extended closures, particularly at Perc Tucker
Regional Gallery, totalled close to five months, however
allowed for extensive and overdue facility improvements.
These improvements at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery have
been warmly received by the community, and include the
development of ‘The Vault Shop’; an improved, custom-built
Showcase display space; improved and adjusted lighting;
replacement carpet on the ground floor and stairwell
(with carpet replacement on the first floor scheduled for
2015/2016); a refit of the limited on-site storage space
for greater administrative flexibility and to house the City
of Townsville Art Collection ceramics; improvements
to back of house and office spaces; and the re-lining of all
exhibition walls to enable works to be fixed directly to the
wall, allowing greater flexibility in the display of modern
works and the removal of unsightly hanging wires.
A portion of the total closure periods were of course standard
practice related to the demount and installation of Gallery
Services’ many and varied exhibitions. In 2014/2015, Gallery
Services identified the need on occasion to extend these install/
demount periods beyond the customary week to enable the
presentation of larger, contemporary, more complex exhibitions.
Chief amongst these of course was the Australian-exclusive
presentation of the international touring exhibition, WOW,
World of WearableArt. This stunning exhibition captivated
the Townsville public, and drew crowds from right around
the country. 27,992 of the total 44,662 visitors were
recorded during the 2014/2015 financial year.
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Strategic development to best position Townsville and its
galleries for the future was a major focus in 2014/2015.
Such projects included the identification of all of the city’s
public art and memorial assets with artistic, cultural, or
historical significance, and Townsville City Council’s
adoption of the City of Townsville Art in Public Spaces
Collection. As the custodian of these artworks and assets,
Gallery Services can now better care for, plan, and publicise
these precious works.
Still in the Art In Public Spaces field, the 2014/2015
period also saw the formal endorsement of a Street Art
Activation Framework, which will see Townsville become
a leader in this field over the next three years.

GALLERY SERVICES

Overview

There were major developments in other areas of
Collections Management; while work towards the Special
Digitisation Project continued, this section of Gallery
Services also achieved a whole-of-collection valuation. In
total, the City’s indoor and outdoor collections are now
valued at $14.8 million - one of the country’s leading public
art collections. This value was bolstered by over $1 million
worth of acquisitions into the City of Townsville Art
Collection. With a very modest acquisitions budget, many
of these were gifts, including one of the country’s largest
ever gifts of artwork by Dr Douglas Kagi.

This substantive gift to the Collection is an unprecedented
display of generosity and vision towards affirming
that Townsville is regarded as a destination of cultural
substance and excellence. Comprised of 454 individual
works from 66 artists heralding from throughout the world,
the Douglas Kagi Gift is the single most significant gift
made to the Townsville region.
The Education and Programs team continued to deliver
amazing results, particularly in the engagement of the school
sector, with over 8,000 students participating in a Gallery
Services program, of which a mammoth 444 were offered.

To the team at Gallery Services I commend and
congratulate you on a year of commitment and dedication.
To our patrons, Friend of the Galleries and those
members of the Townsville community who “discovered”
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery and Pinnacles Gallery for the
first time I thank you for your support and look forward to
seeing you at a Gallery Services experience in the future.
Shane Fitzgerald
Manager Gallery Services
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Chair’s Report:
Art Acquisition Working Group
GALLERY SERVICES

2014/2015 has seen considerable growth of the City of
Townsville Art Collection.
The year has seen 522 acquisitions in total, with the
vast majority of these works entering the Collection as
donations [494 in total], either directly from artists and
collectors, or via the Australian Government’s Cultural
Gifts Program.
The Cultural Gifts Program is an invaluable incentive for
Australians to donate items of cultural significance to their
public art galleries, museums, libraries and archives for the
enjoyment of future generations. Works that have entered
the City of Townsville Art Collection via the program in
2014/2015 include a major painting by noted Australian
artist Tim Storrier, a work by contemporary sculptor Troy
Emery which proved highly popular whilst on display at
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, and the largest ever gift
of artworks to the City of Townsville Art Collection,
totalling 454 works by Australian and International artists.
It is without doubt that, without the encouragement
offered by the Cultural Gifts Program, Townsville’s
collecting institution would not be in a financially
competitive position to acquire such pivotal works.
Another work, Donna Maloney’s Curtains of Rainforests,
was selected as the winner of Section 1 for the 2014
Townsville Open Art Award, at the 59th Townsville Art
Society Art Awards, by judge Maud Page, Deputy Director,
Collection and Exhibitions at the Queensland Art Gallery,
and entered the City of Townsville Art Collection by way
of the annual acquisitive prize.
A beautiful work, Donna explained, “The Curtain Fig
Trees of the rainforest are my inspiration for this painting. We
have some beautiful rainforests in far north Queensland and
I enjoy sharing the beauty of a rainforest to others through
my paintings. The colours of the painting represent how I was
feeling at the time. Having the curtain fig painted in bright
gold, yellow, green and red shows the tree is full of life.”
27 astute purchases were also made in 2014/2015, adding
to the Collection’s holdings of works by significant local
and national artists, and works which are historically
relevant to our region.
Amongst these works were fine examples by Townsvillebased artists Holly Grech, Richard Lane, Jo Lankester, and
Marion Gaemers.
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The largest body of work purchased was a series of 20
photographs by Tim Page depicting the Vietnam War.
Recently Page was listed as one of the ‘100 Most Influential
Photographers of All Time’ and is the recipient of many
awards. This collection of images reflect the imprint left
behind after the photojournalist spent time with these
Australian troops, some of them not long conscripted into
the army.
The purchase complements two Tim Page artworks
represented in the City of Townsville Art Collection,
and are a historically significant collection of works
documenting the human condition during the Vietnam
War. Further, the purchase recognises Townsville’s position
as a major military city.
In total, $23,066 was spent to purchase artworks for the
City of Townsville Art Collection, with the purchased
artworks having a combined value of $62,770.
Coming off another highly successful year, I would like to
take the opportunity to thank and congratulate the Gallery
Services team of staff and volunteers, led by Manager
Shane Fitzgerald.
I would also like to highlight the generous participation
of my fellow Art Acquisition Working Group members.
Each of the Working Group members have provided
their guidance and insight in the development of the
City’s Collection, and I’m sure have also learnt much
about the region’s holding of art and enjoyed the process
immeasurably. My profuse thanks, Councillor Gary
Eddiehausen, Councillor Colleen Doyle, Ms Margo
McOmish, Ms Gail Mabo, Mr Steve Price, Mrs Stacey
Morrison, and Mr Paul Martinez.
2014/2015 has been a truly exciting year for the Art
Acquisition Working Group, and I trust the community
will take great pleasure from viewing those works acquired
through various exhibitions and projects conducted by
Gallery Services in the years to come.
Councillor Sue Blom
Chair
Art Acquisition Working Group

GALLERY SERVICES Annual Report 2014/2015

Outputs 2014/15
2014/15

Total Number
of Exhibitions

88

72

Total Number of General
Visitation Exhibitions

258 919

118 380

Creative Classrooms
Visitation

7 519

8 218

Creative Classrooms
Number of Programs

294

444

Creative Communities
Visitation

16 723

16 720

Creative Communities
Number of Programs

316

297
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Notes

Includes Perc Tucker Regional Gallery,
Pinnacles Gallery, Galleria and YourSpace
General visitors to Exhibitions
(excludes public program and
workshop participants)

Total number of student participants
at Gallery Services Educational programs

GALLERY SERVICES

2013/14

Total number of Educational programs
developed and delivered

Total number of participants at
Public Programs and Workshops and Creative
Spaces Programs

Total number of Public Programs and Workshops
conducted by Gallery Services (excludes
education)
Total number of Gallery Services
Public Programs and Workshops delivered
outside the Gallery proper, includes Shift and
LuxLumin

Creative Spaces
Number of Programs/
Exhibitions

119

62

Gallery Services
Number of Launches
and Functions

63

54

Volunteers
Hours Contributed

5 432

2 227

Virtual and Social Media
Engagement/Organic
Reach

321 395

234 907

Number of Collection
Objects Acquired

88

522

Value of Collection
Objects Acquired

$ 507 825

$ 1 007 932

Total Value of Collection

$ 7 million

$ 14.8 million

Valuation by external consultant. Includes valuation
of City of Townsville Art in Public
Spaces Collection and 2014/2015 acquisitions

Total Number of
Programs and Workshops

792

857

Sum of all Creative Communities,
Creative Spaces and Creative Classrooms
programs

Total Visitation

283 161

143 318

Across Gallery Services

Across Gallery Services

PTRG; Pinnacles; Strand Ephemera webpages,
facebook, twitter, issuu
27 works purchased,
508 works received through donation
and 1 work through acquisitive prizes

Valuations by external consultants. Does not
include Art in Public Spaces commissions

Sum of recorded visitation at all
Gallery Services programs, exhibitions and
workshops
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Visual Arts Strategy
GALLERY SERVICES

Prepared in January 2013, Gallery Services’ Visual Arts
Strategy was formally endorsed and adopted with much
enthusiasm by Townsville City Council in early 2013.
In 2014/2015, the Visual Arts Strategy was in its
second full year of delivery, and continued to guide the
organisation towards the delivery of new achievements and
milestones for the region.
The Strategy is innovative within the national network of
regional galleries, and seeks to step away from antiquated
gallery models in favour of a new approach that is reflective
of the needs and wants of the community that the galleries
service.
As such, the adopted Visual Arts Strategy has
transformed the traditional methodology of a three-tiered
model (Collections Management, Exhibitions and Public
Programs) of core service level delivery towards a themed
strategy that has provided unprecedented targeted service
level delivery platforms and mechanisms through which
Gallery Services has elevated and extended its operational
objectives within and outside of the gallery environment.
The six themes of core service level delivery are defined
within the Visual Arts Strategy as:
++

Exhibitions

++

Collections Management

++

Art in Public Spaces

++

Creative Classrooms

++

Creative Communities

++

Creative Spaces

Activation of traditional spaces has been coupled with a
more proactive and innovative interaction with available
Council and civic spaces; policy development and
implementation of holistic frameworks for public art will
establish sustainable cultural currency and engrain the
visual arts in the city’s future direction and development;
specialised initiatives and capacity building opportunities
will embed arts education and appreciation with the
region’s youth and arts educators; multidisciplinary
projects will establish and empower partnerships and
capacity building opportunities with artists, artsworkers
and arts organisations; and cultural capacity development
of the visual arts sector will have untold social and
economic benefits for not only the individual participants
and creative professionals, but for the wider community
through national recognition of Townsville as an arts and
cultural destination of substance.
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The objectives Gallery Services seeks through the
implementation of this Visual Arts Strategy are:
>>

Provision of high-level overarching strategies
that inform holistic service level delivery across
Gallery Services activities

>>

Provision of identifiable signature umbrella
platforms that inform program development,
implementation and methodologies across
Gallery Services activities

>>

Activation of the Townsville region for the
delivery of arts and cultural activities, events
and programs

>>

Fosters collaboration and participation with
arts organisations, educational organisations,
community and specialist groups

>>

Presents opportunities, events and services
that provide high quality cultural and recreational
experiences for individuals, groups and youth

>>

Develop, administer and maintain an Art In
Public Spaces program that recognises and
supports the region’s artists and facilitates
partnerships and industry development in local
and regional planning

>>

Support, promote and provide opportunities for
the Townsville region’s artists, artsworkers and
arts educators through advocacy, employment,
promotion and collaboration

>>

Develop, deliver and maintain innovative and
relevant educative programs for youth, students,
scholars and individuals

By continually working towards the objectives set out
within the Visual Arts Strategy, Gallery Services is
positioning Townsville’s galleries and arts sector as a
leader amongst regional communities in Australia, with
significant social and economic benefits to the Townsville
Community.
Gallery Services staff will informally review the Visual
Arts Strategy to ensure its continued relevance, before the
document is revisited at the conclusion of the 2015/2016
period to develop a new Strategy to take Townsville’s
galleries and cultural development to new levels.
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2014/15 at a glance...
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143 318 visitors

volunteers ...
2227

613

GALLERY SERVICES

attracted ...

HOURS
Average of
3.6 hours each shift

acquired ...

522 Objects

digitised ...

valued at ...

725

$1 007 932

reached ...

delivered ...
857 public
programs

234 907
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Image: Denham Lane Artwork
Photograph: Maddy Voinea, Vetta Productions
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EXHIBITIONS

Overview
EXHIBITIONS

The 2014/2015 financial year saw 72 exhibitions presented
by Gallery Services at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery,
Pinnacles Gallery, The Galleria (Riverway Arts Centre), in
the Townsville CBD, and at YourSpace (Thuringowa Civic
Centre).
This figure represents a return to the level of activity
conducted in 2012/2013 after the organisation delivered
88 exhibitions in 2013/2014. The reduction in exhibitions
can be attributed to a number of factors, namely:
>>

The extended closure of Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery to undertake significant facility
improvements;

>>

2014/2015 being a non-Strand Ephemera year;

>>

The focus in this reporting period on the
development of touring exhibitions, as opposed
to already developed touring exhibitions being
presented at external venues as has been the case
in the previous two reporting periods;

>>

A strategic shift to the presentation of more
significant or larger exhibitions. With the
organisation’s inherent facility restrictions,
particularly with respect to exhibition space
available, this necessitated a number of major
exhibitions being presented on both floors of
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery.

Despite these challenges and shifts, Gallery Services still
increased its delivery of exhibitions solely showcasing local
content, and exhibitions resulting from the range of programs
delivered through the Creative Classrooms activity stream.
This reporting period commenced with The Percivals
concluding across both Perc Tucker Regional Gallery and
Pinnacles Gallery. Throughout 2014/2015, Perc Tucker
Regional Gallery delivered a diverse program of 11 major
exhibitions. These major exhibitions provided a number of
opportunities to showcase the talents of our region’s artists.
Townsville artists to have presented major solo exhibitions
at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery in 2014/2015 are Jo
Lankester (Cornerstone), Donna Foley (Limina: the
threshold of experience), Sandi Hook (Imagining Place:
Cultural Memories of North Queensland), and Richard Lane
(The Intuitive Landscape). Annual group exhibitions by
Townsville Art Society, James Cook University, and TAFE
Queensland North provided further opportunities to
present work by Townsville artists.
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A highlight Special Project came in the form of the annual
Glencore Children’s Exhibition, Troy Emery: into the wild.
Held at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery from 29 August to
19 October 2014, the exhibition showcased the stunning
works of Melbourne-based artist Troy Emery, an objectbased sculptor who creates suites of artworks – primarily
‘soft sculpture’ works – investigating the history of human’s
relationship with animals, and how these relationships
are underpinned by our ability to give meaning to them.
The exhibition proved to be extremely popular, attracting
11,171 visitors and recording 100% positive feedback
through the Gallery’s visitor comments book.
Throughout Troy Emery: into the wild, children and
visitors were invited to go on a safari adventure of Troy’s
magnificent creatures, and along the journey learn about
the artist, art theory, soft sculpture and textiles, animals,
and the roles humans have assigned to them over time. The
exhibition was complemented by educational resources,
incorporated numerous interactive activities, and spawned
a host of public programs tailored specifically to families.
Two Major Touring Exhibitions were also held in the
reporting period. Stars in the river: the prints of Jessie Traill
toured from the National Gallery of Australia, and attracted
10,082 guests during its display. The exhibition – curated by
Roger Butler, Senior Curator of Australian Prints, Drawings
and Illustrated Books – celebrated the artistic career of one
of Australia’s most important printmakers of the twentieth
century, Jessie Traill. Embracing the medium of etching in
the early 1900s, Traill forged a radical path for printmaking
in Australia through the duality of her vision. Townsville’s
strong printmaking community roundly appreciated the
exhibition’s celebration of such an accomplished and largely
unheralded Australian female printmaker.
The highlight of the exhibition calendar undoubtedly came
at the end of the 2014/2015 reporting period, with Perc
Tucker Regional Gallery securing the Australian-exclusive
rights to host the momentous international touring
exhibition, WOW, World of WearableArt.
WOW, World of WearableArt, which ran from 29 May – 12
July 2015, proved to be Perc Tucker Regional Gallery’s
second most popular exhibition of all time (behind
only the recent blockbuster Brick by Brick), attracting
44,662 visitors, local and national coverage, and resulting
in incredibly positive feedback in the Gallery’s visitor
comments book.
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Gallery Services’ continued emphasis on elevating the
standard of exhibitions and programs presented at Pinnacles
Gallery throughout 2014/2015 resulted in the presentation
of 11 major exhibitions - on par with the number of major
exhibitions presented at Pinnacles Gallery in the previous
reporting period, and also equal to the level of activity at
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery in this period.
The exhibitions at Pinnacles Gallery again showcased our
local talent, such as in the major collaborative exhibition
TREE. Curated by enviropairs, the exhibition included
works by Bernadette Boscacci, Kath Cornwall, Marion
Gaemers, and Robyn Sweeney.
The delivery of the annual Creative Generations and ArtNOW
exhibitions continued to encourage the development of our
student artists and emphasised the importance of high quality
visual arts education. This focus on the development and
celebration of the region’s talented young artists was further
emphasised through three major exhibitions that rounded
out the 2014 calendar year; the 2014 Townsville Young Artist
Awards, the 2014 Youth and Emerging Artist Exhibition,
Master and Apprentice, and the Changshu Sister City Exchange.
Pinnacles Gallery allowed the community greater access
to works held in the City of Townsville Art Collection
through the curated exhibition GIFTED. The exhibition
presented a selection of 53 of the 59 artworks primarily
gifted to the City of Townsville Art Collection through
the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program by
collectors Ron and Bronwyn McBurnie.
With the McBurnies encouragement, supplementary
gifts were also made by some of the artists featured in
the exhibition: Euan Macleod, Ann Thomson, and June
Tupicoff. The largest body of work within the exhibition was
a selection of 26 prints by acclaimed artist Euan Macleod,
donated in March 2014 by Bronwyn McBurnie. This suite of
Macleod’s works on paper was actually created in Townsville,
printed at Monsoon Publishing, a leading print workshop
established in 2004 by printmaker Ron McBurnie. Further
to this sizable collection of prints, Macleod himself gifted the
significant oil on canvas entitled Painting with shovel.
A Special Project identifying Townsville’s large military
population was Diggers in the Nam, an exhibition of
stunning photographs by lauded photojournalist Tim Page.
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For Page, the collection of images reflected the imprint
left behind after spending time with the Australian troops,
some of them not long conscripted into the army. He
explains, “The memories, 50 years later are not just of the
battles but of the professionalism, discipline, bravery, mate-ship;
all the things that made a memorable impression on a young,
British 20 year old photographer.” Following the exhibition
display, every work entered the City of Townsville Art
Collection for the benefit of future Townsville audiences.
Two contemporary exhibitions also appealed to specific
subcultures at Pinnacles Gallery in 2015. Touring from
artisan, The Antipodean Steampunk Show attracted
6,335 visitors keen to view the spectacular collision of
contemporary technology and Victorian styling.

EXHIBITIONS

Not only was Perc Tucker Regional Gallery an Australianexclusive venue, it was also the first venue outside of New
Zealand on the inaugural international tour. This exhibition
celebrated nearly three decades of award-winning creations,
bringing the awards to life from its humble beginnings as
a local fashion show and design competition envisaged by
Nelson-based sculptor, Dame Suzie Moncrieff.

The Staff Curated Exhibition A Permanent Mark: the
impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art rounded out the
reporting period at Pinnacles Gallery. The culmination of
several years’ work in development, the exhibition was made
possible thanks to funding through Arts Queensland and
the Gordon Darling Foundation, as well as the generosity of
numerous institutional and private lenders, and artists.

Investigating the intersection of tattoo and contemporary
art in response to tattoo culture’s increased acceptance in
Western culture, the exhibition brought together works in a
range of mediums by 16 noted Australian and International
artists. In keeping with the edgy exhibition theme, a live
tattoo demonstration was arranged for the exhibition’s
official launch, an event that attracted in excess of 300 guests.
In total, 118,380 general visitors attended a Gallery
Services exhibition in 2014/2015. The single most
attended exhibition was, without doubt, WOW, World
of WearableArt. This landmark exhibition continued to
put Townsville on the map for high level arts and cultural
events, and further underlined the immense potential for
cultural tourism in the region, with over 27% of the total
visitation being guests who hail from other regions of
Queensland, interstate, or overseas.

Gallery Services followed up a record-breaking year in
2013/2014 with another period of thoughtful and enticing
exhibition programming in 2014/2015. Visitation in this
period continues to place Townsville’s public galleries
amongst the best performing regional galleries in the
country. This is all the more impressive given Perc Tucker
Regional Gallery remained closed for an extended period
in order for facility improvements to be undertaken, which
undoubtedly impacted on visitor figures.

GALLERY SERVICES Annual Report 2014/2015
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Image: WOW, World of WearableArt
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
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Outputs 2014/15
2014/15

Total Number
of Exhibitions

88

72

Total Number of Local
Component Exhibitions

31

38

Total Number of Creative
Classrooms Exhibitions

21

24

Total Number of Creative
Spaces Exhibitions

19

17

Total Number of
Collection Exhibitions

5

3

Total Number of
Touring Exhibitions

1

-
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Notes

All exhibitions delivered by Gallery Services
during the reporting period
Exhibitions that solely include works from
local artists of the Townsville Region

EXHIBITIONS

2013/14

Exhibitions exclusively showcasing student
work developed through the
Creative Classrooms programs
Exhibitions conducted outside of the
traditional Gallery Exhibition environment

Exhibitions that solely include works from the
City of Townsville Art Collection

Exhibitions developed by Gallery Services and
shown in other galleries or institutions
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Major Exhibitions 2014/2015
EXHIBITIONS

The following is a list of the major exhibitions presented
at Gallery Services’ two peak venues, Perc Tucker
Regional Gallery and Pinnacles Gallery, during the period
2014/2015.
These exhibitions were variously developed by Gallery
Services, by community groups with the support of
Gallery Services for display within the galleries, or curated
by and toured from Regional, State, and National arts
organisations.
The listing also notes the category within which each
exhibition aligns. Gallery Services has established
these clear Exhibition Categories to ensure considered,
transparent, and equitable programming of exhibitions is
undertaken to cater to the community’s needs and wants,
and to provide foundations towards realising the Creative
Classrooms, Creative Communities and Creative Spaces
themes and associated programs.
The Exhibition Categories can be defined by two distinct
engagement strategies:
>>

>>

Exhibitions and special projects developed
or sourced for display in the Townsville region Local Component Exhibitions, Staff Curated
Exhibitions, Major Touring Exhibitions, General
Touring Exhibitions and Special Projects
Exhibitions and special projects developed to
tour to venues outside of the Townsville region
as part of the Regional Touring Program,
National Touring Program and International
Touring Program

Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
Cornerstone
Jo Lankester
18 July – 24 August 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
Limina: the threshold of experience
Donna Foley
18 July – 14 September 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
Troy Emery: into the wild
Glencore Children’s Exhibition
29 August - 19 October 2014
Special Projects
The 59th Townsville Art Awards and
2014 Townsville Open Art Award
Townsville Art Society
19 September - 5 October
Local Component Exhibitions
Numinous
JCU New Media Arts Graduate Exhibition 2014
31 October - 9 November 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
???s-->>!!!: Creative Dialogues
TAFE Queensland North Visual Art Students
14 November - 30 November 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
Thirty-six Views of Castle Hill
Sue Smith
19 December 2014 - 15 February 2015
Staff Curated Exhibitions
Imagining Place: Cultural Memories of North Queensland
Sandi Hook
30 January – 22 March 2015
Local Component Exhibitions
Stars in the river: the prints of Jessie Traill
A National Gallery of Australia Exhibition
20 February - 10 May 2015
Major Touring Exhibitions
The Intuitive Landscape
Richard Lane
27 March - 10 May 2015
Local Component Exhibitions

Image: Troy Emery: into the wild - Glencore Children’s Exhibition
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery

16

WOW, World of WearableArt
Brought to you by Glencore
29 May – 12 July 2015
Major Touring Exhibitions
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Gifted
Works from Ron and Bronwyn McBurnie, Euan
Macleod, Ann Thomson and June Tupicoff
18 July – 17 August 2014
Staff Curated Exhibitions
Creative Generation Excellence Awards in Visual Art
North Queensland Regional Exhibition
23 August - 14 September 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
ArtNOW
23 August - 14 September 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
Screengrab6
Screengrab International Media Arts Award
20 September - 26 October 2014
Special Projects
TREE
Bernadette Boscacci, Kathy Cornwall,
Marion Gaemers, and Robyn Sweeney
31 October - 7 December 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
2014 Townsville Young Artist Awards
13 December 2014 – 8 February 2015
Local Component Exhibitions
Master and Apprentice
2014 Townsville Youth and Emerging Artist Exhibition
13 December 2014 – 8 February 2015
Local Component Exhibitions
Changshu Sister City Exchange
13 December 2014 – 8 February 2015
Special Projects
The Antipodean Steampunk Show
An artisan travelling exhibition
13 February - 12 April 2015
Major Touring Exhibitions
Diggers in the Nam
Tim Page
17 April - 7 June 2015
Special Projects
A Permanent Mark:
the impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art
19 June - 16 August 2015
Staff Curated Exhibitions
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EXHIBITIONS

Pinnacles Gallery

Image: The Antipodean Steampunk Show
An artisan travelling exhibition
Pinnacles Gallery
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EXHIBITIONS

In Focus: Cornerstone
EXHIBITIONS

Cornerstone
Jo Lankester
18 July – 24 August 2014
Local Component Exhibitions
Townsville-based printmaker Jo Lankester presented her
first major solo exhibition, entitled Cornerstone, at Perc
Tucker Regional Gallery in mid-2014.

Perc Tucker Regional Gallery also published a beautiful
80 page publication to accompany the exhibition. It is
anticipated this document can also be used by Lankester in
future marketing of her work, allowing her to expand her
reach beyond north Queensland increasingly into national
markets.

The exhibition treated audiences to her sublime skill and
referenced the surface and form of rocks and boulders
found on Castle Hill, Magnetic Island, and various
locations around Townsville.
Lankester – who attained her Bachelor of Visual Arts
majoring in Printmaking from the Victorian College of the
Arts (VCA) in 1994 – created the suite of 29 large, abstract,
one-off prints from reference photos of rocks she has taken
around the city.
Lankester sought out pleasing compositions, textures,
lines and colour combinations in the natural environment,
and recalled during her early arts education a teacher who
would encourage students to ‘frame’ the environment using
their hands.
“I suppose that’s where my instinct to find compositions in our
everyday surroundings was honed. I don’t particularly like
working from photographs, but it’s a practical framing tool
to acquire images that act as a starting point for my works,”
Lankester said.
Jo Lankester is one of the region’s most gifted artists, and
this major exhibition was due recognition for her talent
and dedication. The two major series of works Lankester
exhibited in Cornerstone resonated with the 6,207
visitors who viewed the exhibition. Indicative of patrons’
appreciation of the exhibition, 48 comments were left in
the Gallery’s guest book, of which 95.83% were positive
accounts.
Visitors’ affection for Lankester’s prints also resulted in
numerous sales, with the exhibition nearly selling out
during its showing. Two works, Esoteric - Summit, and
Cornerstone – Cosmos, were purchased for the City of
Townsville Art Collection, while a third work, Esoteric, was
gifted to the Collection by the artist.
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Image: Jo LANKESTER
Melbourne, Australia b.1972
Esoteric Summit 2014
Print; collagraph; printed in colour,
from 7 plates on Velin Arches paper
101 x 75 cm
unique state, no edition
Purchased from Jo Lankester (the Artist), 2014
Acc. 2014.0084
City of Townsville Art Collection
Photograph: Shane Fitzgerald
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Programs held during Cornerstone included:
The Art Vault: A Guest Lecture by Julie Chambers
A free public talk about The Art Vault, a unique,
privately funded contemporary arts facility, located in
Mildura in north-western Victoria.
6pm Friday 18 July 2014
Attendance: 40 guests
Cornerstone: Exhibition launch
Opened by Julie Chambers with music by Andy
Dexterous.
7pm Friday 18 July 2014
Attendance: 300 guests
Free Family Fun Day
Creative Communities Program
Drop-in workshop held on the third Sunday of each
month, coinciding with the Cotters Market and with
activities responding to the themes of the exhibitions.
9 - 11am Sunday 20 July 2014
Attendance: 36 participants
Dexterity: Exhibition launch
Opening of PressNorth’s Niche Gallery exhibition,
followed by artist talks by Jo Lankester and Donna
Foley, and a professional development and inspiration
session for group members
12pm Saturday 26 July 2014
Attendance: 24 guests
Guest Lecture Series
Creative Classrooms Program
4 sessions of this established Creative Classrooms
program were held during the showing of Cornerstone,
delivered by the Artist Jo Lankester, and Julie Chamber
to students from St. Anthony’s Christian College, Ryan
Catholic College, and Annandale Christian College.
Attendance: 73 participants
Carborundum Collagraph Printing Demonstration
Creative Communities Program
A free public demonstration of carborundum printing
techniques and processes by the Artist Jo Lankester,
held at Umbrella Studio contemporary arts.
10am - 1pm 3 August 2014
Attendance: 15 participants
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Guided Tours
Creative Communities Program
4 Guided Tours of the exhibition were delivered by
Gallery Services staff for local school students and
members of the University of the Third Age (U3A),
and a group presentation to the JCU School of New
Media Arts third year cohort.
Attendance: 94 participants

EXHIBITIONS

A number of programs were held to coincide with the
major exhibition Cornerstone, involving the artist or hosted
by Gallery staff, allowing greater visitor insight into the
artist’s practice.

Artist-In-Schools
Creative Classrooms Program
To coincide with the major exhibition Cornerstone, Jo
Lankester was engaged as an employed artist to deliver
a four-part Artist-In-Schools program to students of
Annandale Christian College.
Jo Lankester’s Cornerstone was just one major project
undertaken in the 2014/2015 reporting period that
underlines Gallery Services’ commitment to the
development and celebration of Townsville’s artists and
creative talent. The exhibition was successful in every
respect, with healthy visitation figures and a positive
community response, also leading to sales, which benefit
the artist financially.
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19

Image: Jo Lankester delivers a
Carborundum Collagraph
Printing Demonstration
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EXHIBITIONS

In Focus: WOW
EXHIBITIONS

WOW, World of WearableArt
Brought to you by Glencore
29 May – 12 July 2015
Major Touring Exhibitions
WOW, World of WearableArt, which ran from 29 May – 12
July 2015, proved to be Perc Tucker Regional Gallery’s
second most popular exhibition of all time, and was
certainly the highest attended and most critically acclaimed
exhibition in the 2014/2015 period.
The exhibition attracted 44,662 visitors in total – 27,992 of
these recorded during the 2014/2015 financial year.
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery was the Australianexclusive venue, and first overseas venue, for WOW,
World of WearableArt; a momentous international touring
exhibition hailing from New Zealand. WOW has been
one of New Zealand’s cultural success stories over the
past 27 years. The spectacular growth of WOW, an annual
design award show that has blossomed at the intersection
of fashion and art, has seen this unique event draw an
audience of over 50,000 people to Wellington every year.
Since its inception, WOW, World of WearableArt has
encouraged an explosion of creative activity, inspiring a
wide range of fashion designers, artists, costume makers
and other artisans from all over the world to enter the
awards.

To the great enjoyment of audiences of all ages and
backgrounds, the WOW, World of WearableArt exhibition
presented not only the very best of the WOW permanent
collection, but also exciting AV presentations of the Awards
Show, and a ‘workroom’ where visitors could delve more
deeply into the story of WOW, try their hand at some
wearable art design, and experiment with stage lighting.
Befitting this momentous exhibition, the launch for WOW,
World of WearableArt was arguably the most spectacular in
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery’s 30 plus year history.
The WOW, World of WearableArt launch was a large street
celebration, held in Flinders Street directly in front of Perc
Tucker Regional Gallery - a significant departure from
normal exhibition launches.
The event, held on the evening of Friday 29 May 2015,
attracted a staggering 852 guests. Hosted by local radio
personality Steve Price, the gala event featured speeches
from Cr. Jenny Hill, Mayor of Townsville; Paul Taylor –
Glencore – Manager Townsville Copper Refinery; and
Dame Suzie Moncrieff – Creator and Founder of the
original WOW Concept.

The range of garments produced for the event is simply
breathtaking. The rules of competition mean that anything
that is in any way wearable can find a place on stage, so
long as it is original, beautifully designed and well made.
This also results in garments that are constructed from an
extraordinary array of materials.
With each year, the World of WearableArt collection
has grown through acquisitive prizes for the winning
garments, and WOW, in partnership with the New
Zealand Government, developed this international touring
exhibition that for the first time showcased the very best of
the WOW permanent collection.
This exhibition celebrated nearly three decades of awardwinning creations, bringing the awards to life from its
humble beginnings as a local fashion show and design
competition envisaged by Nelson-based sculptor, Dame
Suzie Moncrieff, who had the vision to encourage artists
and designers to create artworks that could be worn.
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Image: The Honourable Coralee O’Rourke MP, Minister for
Disability Services, Minister for Seniors and Minister Assisting
the Premier on North Queensland officially launches WOW,
World of WearableArt
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Many guests got into the wearable art spirit, coming
dressed in their own creations or colourful costumes. The
evening featured entertainment by Townsville band Freaky
Bizness, a range of street performers, and three of the
WOW, World of WearableArt models wearing works from
the collection.
Gallery Services also built upon the core touring exhibition
through the development of a free Activity Book and
Education Kit, and distribution of these materials to all
primary and secondary schools in the Central, North, and
Far North Queensland regions.
The quality of the exhibition and educational materials
disseminated attracted unprecedented levels of school
engagements. In total, 1,414 students (from 24 unique
schools from the north Queensland region, including
school groups who travelled from Rockhampton,
Whitsundays, Ingham, Cairns, Mackay, and Collinsville)
attended the exhibition and participated in a workshop,
tour, or both. 34 tours and 33 workshops were delivered to:

Image: Students from St Margaret Mary’s College
explore the works within the exhibition
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Participating Schools
Visiting:
++

Collinsville State High School
(Whitsundays)

++

All Souls St Gabriel’s
(Charters Towers)

++

North Rockhampton State High School 			
(Rockhampton)

++

St Catherine’s Catholic College Manresa
(Whitsundays)

++

Trinity Anglican School
(Cairns)

++

Gilroy Santa Maria
(Ingham)

++

Blackheath and Thornburgh College
(Charters Towers)

++

Cairns State High School
(Cairns)

++

Mackay State High School
(Mackay)

EXHIBITIONS

The exhibition was officially opened by Coralee O’Rourke
MP - Minister for Disability Services, Minister for Seniors
and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland,
and upon the conclusion of her speech the doors to
the exhibition were opened for the first time, allowing
hundreds of guests to pour through the entrance to get
their first glimpse of the show.

Townsville Region:
++

Townsville Central School

++

Ryan Catholic College

++

St Margaret Mary’s College

++

William Ross State High School

++

Northern Beaches State High School

++

Townsville Grammar School

++

Hermit Park State School

++

The Cathedral School of St Anne and St James

++

Thuringowa State High School

++

Townsville Community Learning Centre

++

Aitkenvale State School

++

St Anthony’s Catholic College

++

Shalom Christian College

++

Townsville State High School
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Image: WOW, World of WearableArt
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
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To complement the WOW, World of WearableArt
exhibition a number of programs were also developed to
enhance the experience of visitors. These included the
annual Philip Bacon Guest Lecture, art workshops and a
WOW Ladies Cocktail Evening.
Two local artists, Maggie Wretham and MJ Ryan Bennett,
developed a series of six workshops that were delivered each
weekend of the exhibition. The workshops were for children
and adults from ages eight and up, and included creating
wearable art garments for Barbie and Ken; fashioning natureinspired headpiece designs; building tribal body armour
from cardboard and decorating it with shells, feathers and
beads; using recycled materials to fashion carnival headwear;
art-to-wear; and other wearable art pieces. A total of 14
workshops were delivered for 140 participants.

The results are provided opposite, and as can be seen,
12,358 visitors to WOW hailed from other regions of
Queensland, interstate, or from overseas.
5,565 visitors travelled to Townsville specifically to visit
the WOW, World of WearableArt exhibition. This equates to
12.46% of the total visitation holidaying or day-tripping in
Townsville as a result of the exhibition being staged at Perc
Tucker Regional Gallery.
Ultimately, it can be said that the staging of WOW, World of
WearableArt at Perc Tucker Regional was not only a critical
success, but also an economic boon for the city.

The annual Philip Bacon Guest Lecture was delivered on
Saturday 30 May at the Brewery Banquet Centre adjacent
to Perc Tucker Regional Gallery. Dame Suzie Moncrieff
was the guest speaker and gave an informative presentation
titled The Journey of WOW for 78 attendees.
A WOW Ladies Cocktail Evening was staged in the final
week of the exhibition display. 40 guests enjoyed an
elegant Ladies Cocktail evening targeted at Gallery
members. The exclusive party in the WOW, World of
WearableArt exhibition included cocktails and canapés
by Essentially Fresh, and a fashion parade organised by
Hester Jarvis of Ja Delle Designs, showcasing her award
winning Haute Couture Creations.
Beyond the exhibition’s staggering attendance figures,
WOW, World of WearableArt was widely lauded as the
Gallery’s finest ever exhibition, as frequently mentioned
in the Gallery’s visitor comments book. A total of 1581
comments about the exhibition were registered, of which
1580 (99.94%) were positive accounts.
The exhibition enjoyed local and national press, and
underlined Townsville’s ability to compete in the
lucrative cultural tourism market by staging such
high class and unique events.
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery undertook
thorough visitor data analysis during the
exhibition to assess the show’s impact on
the local tourism economy.

Image: Peter Wakeman, New Zealand
Chica Under Glass
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In Focus: GIFTED
EXHIBITIONS

Gifted
Works from Ron and Bronwyn McBurnie, Euan
Macleod, Ann Thomson and June Tupicoff
18 July – 17 August 2014
Staff Curated Exhibitions
One of the most significant gifts of artwork in the history of
the City of Townsville Art Collection was displayed for the
enjoyment of the Townsville community in the Pinnacles
Gallery exhibition, GIFTED: Works from Ron and Bronwyn
McBurnie, Euan Macleod, Ann Thomson, and June Tupicoff.
The exhibition showcased 59 recent additions to the City
of Townsville Art Collection, and was a major exhibition
through which Gallery Services was able to realise its
objective of increasing public access to the Collection.
The gift included works by noted Australian contemporary
artists Peter Berner, Geoff Dixon, Euan Macleod, Claudine
Marzik, Ann Thomson, and June Tupicoff. These are
significant names in the context of Australian art and to
have such a substantial body of work by those artists gifted
to our city’s Collection is a coup.
The works featured in the exhibition were primarily gifted
through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts
Program by collectors Ron and Bronwyn McBurnie. With
their encouragement, supplementary gifts were also made
by some of the participating artists; Euan Macleod, Ann
Thomson, and June Tupicoff.
The largest body of work within the exhibition was a
selection of 26 prints by acclaimed artist Euan Macleod,

donated in March 2014 by Bronwyn McBurnie. This suite
of Macleod’s works on paper was created in Townsville,
printed at Monsoon Publishing, a leading print workshop
established in 2004 by printmaker Ron McBurnie.
Further to this sizable collection of prints, Macleod gifted
one of his large oil on canvas works entitled Painting with
shovel. Macleod is a previous Archibald Prize and Sulman
Prize winning artist, and Shane Fitzgerald, Manager
Gallery Services, said the acquisition of a substantial body
of his works, “is a significant milestone of the growth of the
City of Townsville Art Collection.”
“The City of Townsville Art Collection numbers in the
vicinity of 3,000 artworks in all mediums and is undoubtedly
the region’s most prized cultural asset, holding and displaying
works by local, national, and international artists,”
Fitzgerald said.
While the Collection is of an impressive size and quality,
Fitzgerald said that, “funds available don’t allow the
organisation to compete financially and purchase significant
works. That makes the generosity of donors all the more
important, and this exhibition GIFTED is a fitting way to
celebrate their contribution.”
GIFTED was launched at Pinnacles Gallery on Saturday
19 July, with the event also including an artist talk by Euan
Macleod, attended by 64 guests. In total, 2,698 visitors
viewed these new additions to the City of Townsville
Art Collection during the short four-week showing of
GIFTED.

Image: Gifted: Works from Ron and Bronwyn McBurnie, Euan Macleod, Ann Thomson and June Tupicoff
Pinnacles Gallery
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Image: Euan MACLEOD
Christchurch, New Zealand b. 1956
Night Boat [detail] 2009
Print; intaglio; etching and aquatint, printed in
colour, from two plates on paper
Edition 18/30
Image: 49.1 x 32.9 cm; Sheet: 76.3 x 55.8 cm
Printed by Monsoon Publishing, Townsville,
Queensland, Australia
Acc. 2014.0040
Gift of Bronwyn McBurnie from the Ron and
Bronwyn McBurnie Collection, 2014
Donated through the Australian Government’s
Cultural Gifts Program
City of Townsville Art Collection
Photograph: Holly Grech-Fitzgerald

GALLERY SERVICES Annual Report 2014/2015

29

EXHIBITIONS

In Focus: A Permanent Mark
EXHIBITIONS

A Permanent Mark:
the impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art
19 June - 16 August 2015
Staff Curated Exhibitions
A Permanent Mark: the impact of tattoo culture on
contemporary art is the first ever Australian exhibition
to draw together the works of 16 noted Australian and
International artists to investigate the meeting point of
tattoo culture and contemporary art.
Opened in the final days of the 2014/2015 reporting
period, this exhibition is the culmination of over two years’
research and development by Pinnacles Gallery staff.
Pinnacles Gallery identified this topic as a particularly
interesting area of exploration as it’s truly contemporary.
Western culture, and particularly Australia, is in the midst
of a mass-popularisation of tattoo. It is more accepted
than ever before and has moved beyond associations
with distinct fringe cultures. At this point, we’re seeing
an increase in recognition for select tattoo artists by
the contemporary and fine art industries, and more
reference to tattoo culture in the works of many leading
contemporary artists.
The exhibition’s intent was to show how through the use of
tattoo as a visual medium, artists have effectively explored
societal issues as broad as body image, personal identity,
cultural belonging and appropriation, fringe cultures,
mortality, permanence/impermanence and many others.
A Permanent Mark: the impact of tattoo culture on
contemporary art evidenced how far and in what ways tattoo
has permeated into the contemporary art sphere. Further,
it queried how the contemporary art world now views a
medium that is experiencing a mass-popularisation.
Finally, the exhibition’s focus encouraged viewers to
pontificate as to how the intersect between the two
industries, contemporary art and tattooing, will continue
to evolve. In what ways will our contemporary artists utilise
the medium in the future, and will the two fields continue
to blur more closely together?
Significant national and international loans were secured to
ensure this exhibition fulfilled the thorough investigation
of the topic that was originally envisaged. Loans hailed
from New Zealand, the US, Mexico, from the Queensland
Art Gallery and Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery,
and numerous Australian private collectors.
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Amongst the highlights in the exhibition were largescale watercolours and blood monoprints by recognised
contemporary artist and tattoo art pioneer eX de Medici,
a painting by tattoo legend Don Ed Hardy, a suite of works
by American artist Shawn Barber and Mexican artist Dr
Lakra, and two paintings by Doug Moran Portrait Prize
winner and former Townsville-based tattooist Les Rice.
Townsville audiences have never before had access to
original works by many of these leading artists, underlining
the importance of the development of such major projects
locally.
Pinnacles Gallery has also endeavoured to provide
career development opportunities and broader markets
for local artists by carefully selecting works by talented
Townsville artists such as Ron McBurnie, Holly Grech,
The RUN Collective, Rob Douma and Matt Elwin for
inclusion, seamlessly sitting alongside their nationally and
internationally lauded counterparts. Participating artists in
the exhibition were:
Artists
++

Ah Xian

++

Amanda Wachob

++

Don Ed Hardy

++

Dr Lakra

++

eX de Medici

++

Holly Grech

++

Leslie Rice

++

Lisa Reihana

++

Matt Elwin

++

Qin Ga

++

Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui

++

Richard Dunlop

++

Rob Douma

++

Ron McBurnie

++

The RUN Collective

++

Shawn Barber
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The exhibition has been entirely conceived, curated and
developed by Pinnacles Gallery, including design and
print production of the publication. A Permanent Mark:
the impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art received
Projects and Programs development funding through
Arts Queensland, while Curator Eric Nash received a
travel grant through the Gordon Darling Foundation
to undertake initial loan negotiations with artists and
galleries.

The exhibition’s launch event evidenced the community’s
appreciation of the quality of the exhibition and curatorial
direction of this contemporary show. 300 guests turned up
to Pinnacles Gallery – a steep increase from general launch
attendance at the venue – and pleasingly many were youth
and first time or infrequent visitors.

The launch event included a panel discussion chaired by
the exhibition’s curator Eric Nash, and involved academic
Mair Underwood, tattooist and contemporary artist
Leslie Rice, and stencil artist Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui.
A live tattoo demonstration by Leslie Rice also featured
on the evening, following the organisation’s securing of a
temporary exhibition permit through the Queensland State
Government. Widespread interest in the exhibition has
also been evidenced by the attraction of national media,
such as a Sunday Mail article focussed on the exhibition.
The exhibition has also made a significant contribution
to the nation’s arts literature field by way of a 116
page hard cover publication featuring essays by the
exhibition’s curator Eric Nash, and Mair Underwood PhD
(Anthropology), a recognised expert on body modification
and tattoo working out of The University of Queensland.

Image (above): Dr. Lakra
Untitled (Tab. 25) [detail] 2009
Ink on vintage lithography, 18 x 11 cm
Collection of Tatiana Bilbao
Image (right): Leslie Rice officially launches A Permanent Mark:
the impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art

In the thirteen days the exhibition was open in the
2014/2015 reporting period, it attracted 1,529 guests.
The exhibition will tour to Gold Coast City Gallery in
2015/2016, providing another opportunity to showcase
the high quality of arts and cultural product being
developed in Townsville, both by its public galleries, and by
its talented artists.
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Image: A Permanent Mark:
the impact of tattoo culture on
contemporary art
Pinnacles Gallery
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CREATIVE SPACES

Overview
CREATIVE SPACES

Creative Spaces encompasses a series of programs that
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery and Pinnacles Gallery deliver
outside of the traditional gallery environment. These
programs include artist markets, pop-up workshops in
super markets or at festivals, activating lift spaces with art
and participating in other organisations’ events.
Creative Spaces activates and builds partnerships
with organisations within the community to provide
opportunities for the general public to engage with art
in non-traditional spaces. It further establishes creative
capital in terms of employment opportunities for artists
and arts workers and cultural entertainment for Townsville
residents and visitors to the region alike.

>>

The annual Philip Bacon Guest Lecture was
delivered on Saturday 30 May at the Brewery
Banquet Centre adjacent to Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery. Dame Suzie Moncrieff, the creator and
founder of the original WOW concept, was the
guest speaker and gave an informative
presentation titled The Journey of WOW for
78 attendees

>>

21 workshops and other events associated with
exhibitions for 2,737 participants that were
delivered at the Townsville Seafood Festival,
ECO Fiesta, Defense Expo, Umbrella Studio
contemporary art, The Mayor’s Christmas Carols
and Townsville Bulletin Square

The programs that are delivered as part of the Creative
Spaces portfolio include SHIFT: elevator art project, Strand
Ephemera (a biennial outdoor sculpture festival), Shop n
Play, Townsville Artist Market and various pop-up style
workshops that the Galleries deliver at Townville events
such as ECO Fiesta, the Townsville Seafood Festival and The
Mayor’s Christmas Carols.
During the 2014/2015 financial year a total of 45 Creative
Spaces activities were delivered for 8,518 attendees.
Highlights include:

34

>>

10 Shop n Play programs at Willows Shopping
Centre for 569 participants. Perc Tucker
Regional Gallery and Pinnacles Gallery partnered
with Willows Shopping Centre to deliver
programs in each school holiday period from
December 2014 through to June 2015.
Workshops were developed by local artists to the
following themes: Santa’s Workshop, Animal
Mask Making and Pattern Bandits, QAGOMA
Kids on Tour

>>

The activation of 5 elevators around Townsville’s
CBD as part of the SHIFT: elevator art project
at the following venues: Council Chambers,
Central, Townville Civic Theatre, Northtown and
Federation Place

>>

6 Townsville Artist Markets for 4,507 people.
Pinnacles Gallery delivered an arts and craft
market every second month at Riverway Arts
Centre. These markets enable local crafts people
and artists to sell their wares to the public.
Marquees, tables and chairs are provided for a
nominal fee of $10 per site and stall holders are
supported through the market process
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Outputs 2014/15

Total Number of
Creative Spaces Activities

Total Number of Creative
Spaces Exhibitions
*2014/15 was not a Strand Ephemera year

2014/15

119

45*

19

17

20
14
15
Notes

Includes Philip Bacon Guest Lecture, Shop n
Play, Townsville Artist Market, Cotters Market
Handmade Arts and Craft Precinct and pop-up
workshops such as Santa’s Workshops as part of
The Percivals, Townsville Seafood Festival, Greek
Festival and Defense Expo as well as Printmaking
Masterclass with Basil Hall and Weave the Reef |
Love the Reef workshops, SHIFT, and Luxlumin.

CREATIVE SPACES

2013/14

Image: Dame Suzie Moncrieff
delivers the Philip Bacon Guest
Lecture - The Journey of WOW
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In Focus: Shop n Play
CREATIVE SPACES

Shop n Play continued in the 2014/2015 year and
expanded upon its initial inception during the 2013/2014
public program of Brick by Brick at Willows Shopping
Centre.
This workshop series sees local artists employed to deliver
a series of workshops in a local shopping centre during the
holiday periods. The programs were so successful that the
Dexus Group, who administer Willows Shopping Centre,
came on board as a corporate sponsor of Gallery Services
to ensure the continued delivery of the program during
school holiday periods.
The program for this financial year began in December
2014 with the delivery of Santa’s Toy Factory, a series of
free Christmas-themed art and craft activity workshops led
by Townsville artist Cassandra Roberts. These workshops
were designed for children to make small toys, threedimensional cut-outs and Christmas decorations using
construction, colouring and other fine motor skills.

Activities involved using colour wheels and working
with textiles in a series of activities designed to introduce
participants to Jemima Wyman’s colourful art practice and
encourage them to explore patterns through hands-on and
interactive multimedia activities.
The last series was called Animal Mask Making and
occurred in the June 2015 school holiday period. Local
artist Nicole Potgieter was employed to develop a
workshop series inspired by animals. Nicole created a
three-dimensional animal mask that could be altered to
suit individual tastes i.e. animals such as horses, antelopes,
kangaroos or rabbits. Participants were guided through
the mask making process step-by-step and decorated their
masks with colourful paper, pens and many other materials.
The series continues into the current financial year. During
the 2014/15 period, Shop n Play was delivered 10 times for
569 participants and created employment for three artists.

During the 2015 Easter school holidays, Gallery Services
delivered Jemima Wyman’s Pattern Bandits On Tour, an
exploration of colour and pattern from the Queensland Art
Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art’s Kids on Tour program.

Image: Pattern Bandits on Tour at Willows Shopping Centre
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Image: Nicole Potgieter delivers the Animal Mask Making
session of Shop n Play in June at Willows Shopping Centre
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CREATIVE SPACES

In Focus: Lightboxes
CREATIVE SPACES

The Light Boxes in Townsville Bulletin Square are a new
Gallery space that have allowed heightened activity in the
last financial year.
The space features five double-sided Light Boxes situated
in the public square in the heart of CBD, which are
illuminated from 6.30pm onwards, ensuring that the
exhibition displays are viewable day and night.

The wearable artworks were all created by Townsville and
Charters Towers high school students over the past three
years, and then photographed by photography students
at Northern Beaches State High School. It was these
photographs of students modelling their wearable artworks
that were displayed in the Light Box space.

This renewed space provides an exhibition opportunity
that can be used independently or complementary to the
Gallery’s exhibition calendar, and is especially important
as it activates a non-traditional art space within the public
realm. To date, there have been four displays mounted in
the Light Boxes that include: Fintan Magee, Tim Maguire,
Wearable Art and Euan Macleod.
Fintan Magee was the first artist to activate the space in
this financial period. Ten of Fintan’s acclaimed murals
from around the world were curated for the space and
designed into the Light Box format. These works were
chosen to inform the public about Fintan’s practice as
an internationally recognised and acclaimed street artist
who had recently completed a commission in City Lane,
a project that Gallery Services had helped facilitate as part
of its role in activating Street Art in the city. The exhibition
was on display for a period of several months.
Tim Maguire’s artworks were featured in the following
exhibition. Gallery Services received a number of generous
donations from noted philanthropist Doug Kagi. The
display of Tim’s intimate floral imagery not only provided a
beautiful exhibition but also served to draw attention to the
newly acquired artworks into the City of Townsville Art
Collection.
Ten wearable artworks by Townsville region school
students were displayed for a two-month period to
complement the WOW, World of WearableArt exhibition on
display at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery. The artworks on
display featured a myriad of themes ranging from nature,
sustainability and fantasy, to jigsaw puzzles and tribalinspired costumes.

Image: Tim Maguire exhibition of City of Townsville Art
Collection works in the lightboxes in Townsville Bulletin Square

The participating schools were Thuringowa State High
School, Kirwan State High School, William Ross State
High School, St. Margaret Mary’s College, All Souls
St. Gabriel, Heatley Secondary College, and Northern
Beaches State High School. Students ranged from grade 10
to grade 12.
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Image: Townsville student exhibition
of wearable art and photography
on display in the lightboxes in
Townsville Bulletin Square
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CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

Overview
CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

Creative Classrooms provides the Townsville region’s
schools with a series of programs targeted at developing
and delivering art programs in primary and secondary
schools as well as facilitating life-long learning with
specialised tours and artist talks for teachers, James Cook
University students and University of the Third Age (U3A)
members.
The programs offered in the Creative Classrooms suite
include Art-In-A-Suitcase, Artist-In-Schools, Young Indigenous
Printmakers, Guest Lectures, Queensland Art Teachers
Association (QATA), tours for University of the Third Age
(U3A) members, as well as arranged programs, tours and
workshops for visiting schools or involvement in special
exhibitions such as Strand Ephemera.
The Creative Classrooms programs have allowed
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery and Pinnacles Gallery to
undertake activities outside of the traditional gallery
environment and provide rich art-based learning for
students within schools, and further provide paid
employment opportunities for qualified artists within our
region.

Highlights include:
>>

The Strand Ephemera School Project with Ben
Trupperbäumer engaged students from Northern
Beaches State High School, St Patrick’s College
and St Anthony’s Catholic College to create
an artwork for inclusion in Strand Ephemera 2015.
The artwork created won the wilson/ryan/grose
lawyers’ People’s Choice Award for Strand
Ephemera 2015.

>>

Local artist Ebony Russell worked with 550
students at Oonoonba State School to create a
ceramic installation for the Fringe Ephemera at
The Village exhibition in Wes Barrett Memorial
Park.

>>

89 Artist-In-Schools workshops were delivered
and employed 19 artists at the following schools:
Annandale Christian College, Heatley Secondary
College (2), The Cathedral School of St Anne
and St James, William Ross State High School,
Northern Beaches State High School (2),
Pimlico State High School (2), Townsville State
High School (6), Kirwan State High School, St
Patrick’s College, Bohlevale State School and St
Margaret Mary’s College.

>>

4 local artists continued to increase the
Art-In-A-Suitcase program, delivering it to 57
local primary schools over Semesters 3 and 4 in
2014, and Semesters 1 and 2 in 2015.

>>

21 Guest Lectures were delivered by a range of
artists to secondary schools and James Cook
University students. Speakers included
Bernadette Boscacci, Robyn Sweeney, Pigeonboy,
Julie Chambers, Lee Harnden, Troy Emery,
Yandell Walton, Fyodor Krasniy, Cliff Overton,
Margaret Wretham, Les Rice and Regan ‘HAHA’
Tamanui.

>>

WOW, World of WearableArt was an extremely
popular exhibition with schools, resulting in
34 tours for schools for 741 students and 33
workshops for schools for 673 students. 23
schools visited, with 9 coming from as far away
as Cairns, Rockhampton, Charters Towers,
Mackay, Collinsville, Ingham and the
Whitsundays.

During the 2014/2015 financial year a total of 444
Creative Classrooms programs were delivered for 8,218
students and teachers.

Image: Les Rice delivers a Guest Lecture to students from
Kirwan State High School
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Outputs 2014/15
2014/15

Total Number
of Guest Lectures

15

21

Total Attendance at
Guest Lectures

517

478

Total Number of
Artist-In-Schools

86

89

Total Attendance at
Artist-In-Schools

2 340

2 242

Total Number of
Art-In-A-Suitcase

49

57

Total Attendance at
Art-In-A-Suitcase

1 179

1 518

Total Number of Young
Indigenous Printmakers

8

6

Total Attendance at Young
Indigenous Printmakers

162

60

Total Number of
Gallery Visits / Tours

19

60

Total Attendance at
Gallery Visits / Tours

450

1 287

Total Number of
Workshops

31

58

Total Attendance at
Workshops

506

1 086

Total Number of QATA /
Professional Development
/ U3A

16

21

Total Attendance at QATA /
Professional Development
/ U3A

177

186

Total Number of Strand
Ephemera School Programs

70

132

Total Attendance at Strand
Ephemera School Programs

2 188

1 361

Total Number
of Programs

294

444

Total Attendance
at Programs

7 519

8 218

20
14
15
Notes

Guest lectures by 12 professional artists
Combined attendance

Programs of workshops delivered by 19 local
artists to 11 schools
Combined attendance

Programs delivered by 4 local artists in Semesters
3 and 4 2014, and Semesters 1 and 2 2015
Combined attendance

CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

2013/14

Program providing printmaking skills to young
local Indigenous artists
Combined attendance

Schools conducting booked visits or being
provided tours of current exhibitions
Combined attendance

Workshops include Shalom Christian College
NAIDOC, Creative Generations, WOW, World of
WearableArt workshops, and Riverway Fun Days
Combined attendance

Programs for local art teachers and groups
promoting life-long learning

Combined attendance

Strand Ephemera School Project with Ben
Trupperbäumer and Fringe Ephemera at The
Village with Ebony Russell

Northern Beaches State High School, St Patrick’s
College, St Anthony’s Catholic College, and
Oonoonba State School participants
Sum of all Creative Classrooms programs

Sum of recorded visitation at all
Creative Classrooms programs
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CREATIVE CLASSROOMS
Image: Donna Beningfield delivers
an Artist-In-Schools program at
Pimlico State High School
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Divisional Comparison
7

8

9

10

TOTAL

3

1

1

4

-

21

105

92

22

22

61

-

478

-

4

11

12

5

34

-

89

186

-

200

226

194

120

886

-

2 242

8

7

4

8

5

2

4

2

6

57

256

226

177

116

210

164

43

97

58

171

1 518

Total Number of Young
Indigenous Printmakers

-

1

4

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

6

Total Attendance at Young
Indigenous Printmakers

-

8

38

-

14

-

-

-

-

-

60

Total Number of
Gallery Visits / Tours

-

-

54

-

-

6

-

-

-

-

60

Total Attendance at
Gallery Visits / Tours

-

-

1 152

-

-

135

-

-

-

-

1 287

Total Number of
Workshops

-

1

32

-

-

25

-

-

-

-

58

Total Attendance at
Workshops

-

72

652

-

-

362

-

-

-

-

1 086

Total Number of QATA /
Professional Development
/ U3A

1

-

8

-

-

12

-

-

-

-

21

Total Attendance at QATA /
Professional Development
/ U3A

17

-

70

-

-

99

-

-

-

-

186

Total Number of Strand
Ephemera School Programs

60

-

30

-

-

42

-

-

-

-

132

Total Attendance at Strand
Ephemera School Programs

511

-

300

-

-

550

-

-

-

-

1 361

Total Number
of Programs

92

10

143

7

17

104

15

10

40

6

444

2 575

180

529

1 628

259

239

1 005

171

8 218

2

3

4

5

Total Number
of Guest Lectures

5

-

-

3

4

Total Attendance at
Guest Lectures

112

-

-

64

Total Number of
Artist-In-Schools

15

-

8

Total Attendance at
Artist-In-Schools

430

-

Total Number of
Art-In-A-Suitcase

11

Total Attendance at
Art-In-A-Suitcase

Total Attendance
at Programs

1 326 306
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CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

Division 1
Balgal Beach, Beach Holm, Black River, Bluehills,
Bluewater Park, Burdell, Bushland Beach,
Clemant, Crystal Creek,Hervey Range, Lynam,
Mount Low, Mutarnee, Paluma, Rollingstone,
Saunders Beach, Toolakea, Toomulla, and Yabulu

Division 9

Division 2
Alice River, Bohle Plains, Cosgrove, Deeragun,
Jensen, Mount Louisa, Rangewood and Shaw

Division 7

Division 3
Arcadia, Belgian Gardens, Bohle, Castle Hill,
Florence Bay, Garbutt, Horseshoe Bay, Magnetic
Island, Mount St John, Nelly Bay, North Ward,
Pallarenda, Picnic Bay, Rowes Bay, Shelly
Beach, South Townsville, Town Common and
Townsville City

Division 5

Division 6

Division 4
Condon – South of Gouldian Avenue including
Carlyle Gardens, Granite Vale, Gumlow, Kelso,
Pinnacles and Rasmussen
Division 5
Cranbrook – South of Alice Street, Charles
Street, Kirwan – South of Charles Street to drain
Division 6
Annandale, Condon – From Hervey Rande Rd to
Gouldian Avenue West old Beck Road, Douglas
(includes James Cook Universtity), Murray
(Includes Lavarack Barracks), Riverside Gardens,
Thuringowa Central
Division 7
Cranbrook – North of Alice Street, Charles Street,
Heatley, Kirwan– North of Charles Street
Division 8
Aitkenvale, Vincent, Gulliver, Parts of
Mundingburra, Parts of Currajong, Parts of
Rosslea

Division 1
Division 3

Division 2

Division 9
Hermit Park, Hyde Park, Mysterton, Pimlico,
Rosslea, West End
Division 6
Alligator Creek, Barringha, Brookhill, Calcium,
Cape Cleveland, Cluden, Cungulla, Fairfield
Waters, Idalia, Julago, Majors Creek. Mount
Elliot, Mount Stuart, Nome, Oak Valley,
Oonoonba, Railway Estate, Reid River,
Roseneath, Ross River, Stuart, Toonpan.
Woodstock and Wulguru

Division 10

Division 4
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CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

In Focus: Guest Lecture Series
CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

Guest Lectures play an important role in Gallery Services’
Creative Classrooms suite. The lectures are essentially
an artist talk delivered at a high school or university to
complement the public program of a Pinnacles Gallery or
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery exhibition, or to capitalise on
an artist being in our region.

The following schools took advantage of the opportunity
that Guest Lectures afford:

They serve to not only ‘take the exhibition or program into
the classroom,’ but also provide students the opportunity
to see an artist discuss their own artwork in a professional
setting.
In total, 21 Guest Lectures were delivered for 478 students
at Townsville high schools during the 2014/15 financial
year.
Speakers included Bernadette Boscacci, Robyn Sweeney,
Pigeonboy, Julie Chambers, Lee Harnden, Troy Emery,
Yandell Walton, Fyodor Krasniy, Cliff Overton, Margaret
Wretham, Les Rice, and Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui.

++

Heatley Secondary College

++

James Cook University

++

Kirwan State High School (3)

++

Northern Beaches State High School (2)

++

Ryan Catholic College

++

Southern Cross Catholic School

++

St Anthony’s Catholic College (3)

++

St Margaret Mary’s College (3)

++

The Cathedral School of St Anne and St James

++

Thuringowa State High School (3)

++

Townsville State High School

++

William Ross State High School

A highlight of the Guest Lecture series included Melbournebased street artist Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui talking about
his stencilling practice to art classes across several schools
in the Townsville region.
Regan gave a PowerPoint presentation on his practice and
talked about his experiences as an artist, and also provided
a stencilling demonstration as part of his lecture. Regan
was in Townsville as part of a street art commission in
Denham Lane, as well as being a participating artist in the
major exhibition A Permanent Mark: the impact of tattoo
culture on contemporary art.
Another notable Guest Lecture was delivered by artist
Yandell Walton, who spoke at James Cook University
for 37 Creative Arts students. Yandell was in Townsville
to create a site-specific artwork at Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery for inclusion in La Luna Youth Arts’ digital
projection festival, LuxLumin.
Yandell’s oeuvre includes making interactive digital
artworks that explore physical space and memory of place
to engage viewers. Yandell spoke about previous artworks
she had created and her involvement in and facilitation of
digital art festivals.
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Image: Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui delivers
a stencil cutting demonstration as part
of his Guest Lecture at Southern Cross
Catholic School
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CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

In Focus: Strand Ephemera
CREATIVE CLASSROOMS

Strand Ephemera and Fringe Ephemera at The Village
were complemented by two school projects organised
by Gallery Services during the latter half of the 2014/15
financial year.

The installation of the artworks was further collaborative
in nature with the artwork being installed by students,
parents and teachers as part of the official launch of Fringe
Ephemera at The Village on Sunday 2 August.

The two projects targeted schools to work with artists in
order to produce artworks for inclusion in both outdoor
sculpture exhibitions.

In total, Ebony Russell delivered 42 workshops for 550
students at Oonoonba State School.

The Strand Ephemera School Project, facilitated by Ben
Trupperbäumer, engaged students from Northern Beaches
State High School, St Patrick’s College and St Anthony’s
Catholic College to create an artwork for inclusion in
Strand Ephemera 2015. The artwork created won the
wilson/ryan/grose lawyers’ People’s Choice Award for
Strand Ephemera 2015.
Ben Trupperbäumer worked with students and teachers
from April through to July to create a site specific
installation on The Strand titled Grand Annual Winter Tour
to Anywhere. The sculpture looked at notions of linkage,
journey and associations between people and places
encapsulated in the humorous idea of caravans, specifically
the ‘grey nomad’ variety.
Students worked with Ben to create their own fantastical
caravans as well as signs, roads, and large colourful
structures to inhabit the exhibition space. In all, three
large semi-circular forms were created by the three schools
which were linked by roads and caravans.
Ben delivered a total of 90 classes between April and July at
the three participating schools to 811 students in order to
create the artwork.
Fringe Ephemera at The Village was a new fringe event
that coincided with Strand Ephemera in 2015. Local artist
Ebony Russell was engaged to create a ceramic installation
for the Fringe Ephemera at The Village exhibition in Wes
Barrett Memorial Park. She worked with the entire school
cohort at Oonoonba State School on an artwork called
We Built This Village. The collaborative artwork focused
on the concept of ‘What makes a village?’ and explored all
the parts that create a community such as people, animals,
homes and nature.
Ebony worked with each class at Oonoonba State School
over a period of two weeks to create the forms and then
- post firing - to paint the forms with differing year levels
creating different objects: Years 1 and 2 students worked
on flowers and plants; Years 3 and 4 created animals and
people; and Years 5 and 6 created the houses/homes.
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Images:

Top - Artist/facilitator Ben Trupperbäumer with participants in The Strand Ephemera School Project
from St Anthony’s Catholic College
Bottom - Oonoonba State School students Aidan Randell and Jai Orlicki create work for
Fringe Ephemera at The Village
Photograph: Ebony Russell
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CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

Overview
CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

Creative Communities encompasses a series of programs
designed to engage the public with art and cultural
activities, either delivered in response to the exhibitions
program or as a regular gallery program.
During the 2014/15 financial year, Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery and Pinnacles Gallery undertook a total of 351
programs with 16,720 attendees. A detailed breakdown
is provided in the table opposite.
The following is a brief breakdown of some of the galleries’
programs:
>>

art-box is an under 5’s program that occurs on
the first Tuesday of the month at Pinnacles
Gallery. The program aims to introduce young
children and their parents to fun, hands-on art
making activities. The program occasionally
pops-up at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery also.

>>

Art Workshops is an umbrella term for any
workshops that occur in the gallery spaces for
adults, youth and children. Over the past year
a number of different workshops have taken place
to diversify the exhibition experience including
World of WearableArt workshops with two local
artists; Caring for Your Collection workshop led by
the National Gallery of Australia; Steampunk
workshops to complement The Antipodean
Steampunk Show; portrait and photographic
workshops during The Percivals; Youth
workshops with Lee Harnden; and the After
School Art program.

>>

Family Fun Days are programs for children and
families that drop into Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery on the third Sunday of the month. The
programs focus on an art making activity in
response to the artworks/exhibitions on display.

>>

Art Escape is the long running school holiday
program that employs local artists to design and
deliver workshops for children during the school
holiday period. The workshops occur at both
galleries.

Other regular gallery programs include Monday Morning
Art Group, a U3A program for members to make art
together each Monday; Percival’s Life Drawing, a Tuesday
evening life drawing group at Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery; Friends of the Galleries workshops and events; as
well as new programs such as film evenings and artist talks.
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Outputs 2014/15
2014/15

Total Number
of art-box Programs

21

20

Total Attendance at
art-box Programs

378

357

Total Number of
Workshops

175

91

Total Attendance at
Workshops

3 476

1 061

Total Number of
Family Fun Days

13

16

Total Attendance at
Family Fun Days

340

557

Total Number of
Art Escape

26

38

Total Attendance at
Art Escape

263

375

Total Attendance at
Creative Spaces

4 803

8 518

Total Number of
Gallery Visits / Tours

89

18

Total Attendance at
Gallery Visits / Tours

1 565

342

Total Number of
Exhibition Launches /
Functions

63

54

Total Attendance at
Exhibition Launches /
Functions

4 350

4 307

Total Number of
Other Programs

99

114

Total Attendance at
Other Programs

1 548

1 203

Total Number
of Programs

338

351

Total Attendance
at Programs

16 723

16 720

20
14
15
Notes

Art activities for Under 5’s
Combined attendance

Includes adult, youth and children’s workshops
Combined attendance

Drop-in workshops for children and families,
third Sunday of each month at Perc Tucker
Combined attendance

CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

2013/14

School holiday workshop series
Combined attendance
Combined attendance

Group tours and planned visits of exhibitions

Combined attendance

Exhibition launches and official functions held in
the Gallery proper

Combined attendance

Includes Percival’s Life Drawing, Monday Morning
Art Group, Friends of the Galleries programs, film
evenings and artist talks
Combined attendance

Sum of all Creative Communities programs

Sum of recorded visitation at all
Creative Communities programs
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CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

In Focus: Functions and Events
CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

2013/14

2014/15

Notes

Total Number of Exhibition
Launches / Functions

63

54

Official exhibition launches and associated
functions held throughout 2014/2015 in Gallery
Services’ venues

Total Attendance at Exhibition
Launches / Functions

4 350

4 307

Combined attendance

The 2014/15 financial year hosted a number of key events
in Townsville’s artistic calendar. These activities staged
at the two galleries contributed significantly to the city’s
cultural life and engagement and enjoyment of the arts.
A total of 54 exhibition launches and events were
staged by Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, Pinnacles Gallery
and the YourSpace Gallery in Thuringowa to celebrate
the exhibitions on display, and were attended by 4,307
people.

>>

Diggers in the Nam brought legendary photographer
Tim Page back to Townsville and marked the 50th
anniversary of the Australian Battlegroup’s
deployment to Vietnam. The exhibition was opened
by Major General John Hartley AO, (Retd) on 18
April 2015 with 80 attendees and a further 55
attendees present for Tim Page’s artist talk.

>>

WOW, World of WearableArt was opened on 29
May 2015 by Coralee O’Rourke MP with special
guests Cr Jenny Hill, Richard Harvey, Dame Suzie
Moncrief and Steve Price. The launch was attended
by 852 guests and occurred in Flinders Street.
This was the first launch to occur in Flinders Street
and also a record attendance at any opening by
either gallery. WOW, World of WearableArt was a
major coup for the city as Townsville was the
exclusive Australian venue for WOW’s international
tour, drawing out of town audiences to Townsville
for the launch.

>>

A Permanent Mark launched on 20 June 2015 with
well over 300 attendees at Pinnacles Gallery. The
launch featured a panel discussion with artists
Les Rice and Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui, academic
Mair Underwood and Gallery Services Curator Eric
Nash, as well as a live tattoo demonstration
performed by Les Rice.

The year featured many highlights, milestones and new
records which, are detailed below:
>>

Cornerstone, a near sell-out exhibition by printmaker
Jo Lankester, was launched on 18 July with over
300 attendees , while Gifted: works from Ron and
Bronwyn McBurnie, Euan Macleod, Ann Thomson and
June Tupicoff was opened the next day on 19 July
2014.

>>

Troy Emery: into the wild was the annual Glencore
Children’s Exhibition in August 2014. The
exhibition featured a range of activities for adults
and children to explore Troy Emery’s crazy, animal
world, with the official launch seeing guests dressed
up in animal masks and make-up dancing to Wassa
Rhythms of West Africa.

>>
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The Intuitive Landscape heralded local artist Richard
Lane’s first major retrospective exhibition in 20
years. 115 attendees turned out to mark the occasion
in March 2015.
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Image: Major General John
Hartley AO, (Retd) launches
Diggers in the Nam at
Pinnacles Gallery
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CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

In Focus: Workshops
CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

Workshops is an umbrella term for any workshops that
occur in the gallery spaces for adults, youth and children.
Over the past year a number of different workshops
have taken place to diversify the exhibition experience,
including WOW, World of WearableArt workshops with two
local artists, a Caring for Your Collection workshop led by
the National Gallery of Australia, Steampunk workshops
to complement The Antipodean Steampunk Show, portrait
and photographic workshops during The Percivals, Youth
Workshops with Lee Harnden, and the After School Art
program.
During the 2014/15 financial year, there were
91workshops within the Perc Tucker Regional Gallery and
Pinnacles Gallery spaces with 1,061 people participating in
these activities.
Further to this, a number of workshops were delivered
outside of the traditional gallery environment, such as
Santa’s Art Factory, Printmaking Masterclass with Basil Hall,
Tricks of the Trade with Ron McBurnie, a printmaking
workshop with Jo Lankester, the Weave the Reef / Love the
Reef series, as well as a number of pop-up workshops at the
Mayor’s Christmas Carols, ECO Fiesta, Townsville Seafood
Festival and Townsville Artist Markets.
Gallery Services develop and instigate workshops for a
number of reasons:
>>

to provide opportunities to enjoy art making for
the general public

>>

to provide learning opportunities for children, 		
youth and adults

>>

a way to engage with or complement exhibition
displays

>>

professional development for artists

>>

employment for artists

There were a number of professional development
opportunities provided by Gallery Services this financial
year, one of which was the Printmaking Masterclass with
Basil Hall. The two-day workshop coincided with the
National Gallery of Australia exhibition Stars in the River:
the prints of Jessie Traill and guided participants through a
high-level printmaking workshop that explored hard and
soft ground etching as well as aquatint.
Basil Hall is a noted printmaker, former Printmaking
Lecturer at Charles Darwin University and the Australian
National University, former director of Studio One, and
current Director at Basil Hall Editions. With his team
of printers, Basil has made prints with many hundreds
of artists from over 55 Art Centres in Central Australia,
Arnhem Land, the Tiwi Islands and Kimberley area of
Western Australia, and he has travelled regularly to remote
aboriginal communities and other locations in Australia
and overseas to instigate and collaborate on printmaking
projects. Basil runs workshops Australia-wide, and
internationally, in a studio he has established in Skopelos,
Greece.
Workshops are an important part of Gallery Services’
programming as they complement exhibitions and add
value to the audience’s experience of it. During WOW,
World of WearableArt, two Townsville artists, MJ Ryan
Bennet and Maggie Wretham, were engaged to develop
and deliver a series of 14 workshops for each weekend
during the exhibition display period. These workshops
were provided free to the public from 30 May through 12
July 2015 and explored textile art, fashion and creating
wearable art pieces.
The workshops were well received and attended by
families, school groups and individuals and not only
complemented the exhibition but created an employment
opportunity for the artists involved.

A notable workshop during this period was a Mixed Media
Watercolour Workshop led by local artist Cath Meharry. The
workshop guided participants through a series of exercises
to combine watercolour, collage and pen in order to make
a mixed media artwork inspired by colour, pattern and the
textures of nature. This workshop proved to be especially
popular with the Friends of the Galleries members and was
booked to capacity.

54

GALLERY SERVICES Annual Report 2014/2015

CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

20
14
15
Image: Andrea Wise, Senior Paper Conservator,
National Gallery of Australia, leads the
Caring for Your Collection: Works on Paper
workshop at Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
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Overview
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT

2013/14

2014/15

Notes

Number of Collection
Objects Acquired

88

522

Various acquisitions via method of purchase,
donation and acquisitive prize

Value of Collection
Objects Acquired

$ 507 825

$ 1 007 932

VAs at 30 June 2015. Valued completed by
external valuers and internal desktop valuation

Number of Collection
Objects Purchased

10

27

Objects by Marion Gaemers, Holly Grech, Richard
Lane, Jo Lankester, Tim Page and Sue Smith

Number of Collection
Acquisitive Prizes

2

1

Donna Maloney’s Curtains of Rainforests, winner
of the 2014 Townsville Open Art Award

Number of Collection
Objects Donated

76

494

Through direct donations and the Australian
Government’s Cultural Gifts Program

Number of Collection
Objects Conserved

86

33

Artworks that were identified for and received
preventative or remedial conservation

Number of Collection
Objects Documented

510

725

Number of Objects digitised to publication
standards, not including conservation and
inscription documentation images

The Collection continued to grow, with an additional 522
Objects acquired into the Internal Collection – 494 of
these via significant gifts approaching $1,000,000 in value.

As the Collection is ever expanding preventative
conservation measures have been established to ensure
the Collection is secure, accessible and environmentally
balanced and the monitoring, maintenance and cleaning of
the Collection and the Collections Rooms are conducted
frequently.

The most significant of these gifts came via the Australian
Government’s Cultural Gifts Program, and Collections
Management staff has worked in close liaison with the
Cultural Gift office and endorsed valuers to ensure
necessary assessments were undertaken and reports lodged
for the gifts to be processed smoothly.

Work continued towards the re-cataloguing and high
level image capture of all works in the City of Townsville
Art Collection - a mammoth undertaking that will
ultimately ensure the city’s Collection is more accessible
via online imagery and details. The City of Townsville Art
Collection Special Digitisation Project is ongoing.

The organisation and refurbishment of Gallery Services’
Art Collections Storage Areas – which houses all of the
City of Townsville Art Collection’s 3,356 Artworks and
Cultural Material Objects is now completed. Collections
Management procedures are now in accordance with
International Standards for Galleries and Museums with
the installation of appropriate storage systems. Storage
requirements for Artworks and Cultural Material is highly
specialised and a critical component toward the long-term
preservation of the entire Collection.

A major project undertaken during the 2014/2015
period was a whole-of-collection valuation. This project
encompassed the City of Townsville Art Collection and
City of Townsville Art in Public Spaces Collection - a
total of 3,097 artworks and objects. The valuation was
undertaken by Ross Searle, and is a requirement of a public
collecting institution. This whole-of-collection valuation is
scheduled to be completed again in five years.

The 2014/2015 period was a momentous and productive
period for Gallery Services’ Collections Management staff.
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Additionally there has been an increase in the number of
works from the City of Townsville Art Collection on loan
to external Galleries throughout Australia to be displayed
in various group and touring exhibitions.
A thorough assessment of the Artworks and Cultural
Material Objects included in City of Townsville Art
Collection was undertaken in 2014/15 to write the
guiding principles for the City of Townsville Art
Collection Policy.
The City of Townsville Art Collection is recognised
as a significant cultural resource of the city, primarily
representing the development of art and craft in Australia.
It is a source of knowledge and is to be developed and
managed as a cultural heritage collection to benefit,
engage, educate and inspire the community and visitors
within the region. Townsville City Council is committed
to the development, conservation and promotion of its
Collection of art, craft and cultural material.
As a collecting institution representing the diversity
of North Queensland communities and environment,
it is the Council’s responsibility to contribute to the
conservation of the local history and heritage of the region.
The Collection is divided into two Major Collection
Areas – Australian and International Art – with eight
Sub-Collection Areas. The Major Collection Areas identify
the broad area of focus for the Collection and the SubCollection Areas reflect significant themes and priorities
within the Major Collection Areas.
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The Policy has been developed to address all aspects of
the acquisition, deaccession, and disposal of art, craft,
and cultural material from the City of Townsville
Art Collection and applies to all council officers and
Councillors responsible for these functions.

As a collecting institution representing the diversity of
North Queensland communities and environment, it is the
Council’s responsibility to contribute to the conservation
of the local history and heritage of the region.
Council will shape the Collection through this policy and
will increase the standing of the Collection by creating
networks and relationships with professionals within
creative arts sector, and governmental bodies locally,
nationally, and internationally.
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Throughout 2014/2015, Collections Management staff
also worked closely with Exhibitions and Education
and Programs staff to enable greater public access to the
Collection. Such initiatives included the coordination
of the major Collections exhibition Gifted: Works from
Ron and Bronwyn McBurnie, Euan Macleod, Ann Thomson
and June Tupicoff; the development of small Collection
shows for display in various community access spaces;
the curating of Collection displays for the Light Boxes in
Townsville Bulletin Square; and organisation of Collection
works to be used in programs such as Art-In-A-Suitcase,
which included the selection, documentation, digitisation
and packaging several Collection objects to museum
standards to be taken by a local artist to every primary
school in Townsville for display and as inspiration for
art-based learning activities.
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In Focus: The Douglas Kagi Gift
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT

In 2014/2015, Gallery Services, through the Art
Acquisition Working Group, accepted the most significant
single gift of artworks in the region’s history - and one
of the largest gifts of artworks to a regional gallery in
Australian history.
Donated through the Australian Government’s
Cultural Gifts Program by Dr Douglas A. Kagi, the
gift consists of 454 individual artworks by 66 renowned
Australian and International artists, with a particular focus
on modern and contemporary works on paper created in
the 1960s to early 2000s.
Significant Artists by country:
>>
Australian Artists
Arthur Boyd
Jon Cattapan
Robert Juniper
Les Kossatz
Euan Macleod
Allan Mitelman
John Olsen
Jan Senbergs
Andrew Sibley
Kim Westcott
>>
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>>

United Kingdom Artists
Sir Peter Blake
Sir Howard Hodgkin
Sir Eduardo Paolozzi
John Bellany
John Cronin
William Crozier
Felim Egan
Richard Gorman
Richard Hamilton
John Hoyland
David Inshaw
Allen Jones
Sonia Lawson
Christopher Le Brun
Sean McSweeney
Keith Milow
Victor Pasmore
Celia Paul
Tom Phillips
Barbara Rae
Paula Rego
Richard Smith
Joe Tilson
Donald Teskey
Joe Tilson
John Walker

>>

>>

European Artists
FRANCE –
Alfred Manessier
Herve Telemaque
Gao Xingjian
GERMANY –
Hans Bellmer
Hans Hartung
Markus Lupertz
Paul Wunderlich
GREECE –
Jannis Kounellis
ITALY –
Sandro Chia
Mimmo Paladino
SPAIN –
Jorge Castillo
Josep Guinovart
Joan Hernadez-Pijuan
Joan Ponc
Albert Rafols-Casamada
Zush
American Artists
Peter Alexander
George Condo
Allan D’Arcangelo
Al Held
Ibram Lassaw
R.B. Kitaj
Kenneth Noland
Larry Rivers
Donald Saff
David Salle
George Segal
South American Artists
Jose Luis Cuevas
Diana Gonzalez Gandolfi
Fabian Marcaccio

This extraordinarily generous gift by Dr Douglas A.
Kagi is gratefully acknowledged by Gallery Services and
Townsville City Council, and is the second such gift by
the collector following his donation of 24 digital prints by
acclaimed photomedia artist Tim Maguire in 2012.
In bestowing these significant bodies of works, Dr Kagi
has not only provided the community with access to major
artists, but also re-focused the community’s attention on
the impressive quality within and significance of the City
of Townsville Art Collection.
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Image: Howard HODGKIN
Palm and Window [detail] 1991
Print; Intaglio; Hand-coloured etching with carborundum printed in colour, from multiple plates on thick cream wove paper, 149 x 120.5 cm
Artist proof 3/15
Acc. 2014.0222
Gift of Dr Douglas A. Kagi, 2014. Donated through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program.
City of Townsville Art Collection
Photograph: Holly Grech-Fitzgerald
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Image: Donald TESKEY
Line Surge [detail] 2009
Print; Intaglio; Carborandum and intaglio,
printed in colour, from multiple plates on thick
cream wove paper (diptych)
74.5 x 141 cm (overall)
Artist proof
Printer: Stoney Road Press, Dublin, Ireland
(Print workshop)
Gift of Dr Douglas A. Kagi, 2014.
Donated through the Australian Government’s
Cultural Gifts Program.
Acc. 2014/0495.1-2
City of Townsville Art Collection
Photograph: Holly Grech-Fitzgerald
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In Focus: Major Acquisitions
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT

To continue to build the City of Townsville Art
Collection as one of regional Australia’s leading public
collections, Gallery Services, Townsville City Council,
depends on the enormous generosity of artists and
collectors to gift artworks.
The large majority of works acquired into the City of
Townsville Art Collection each year are donations,
whether they be direct gifts to the Collection, or made via
the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program.
Motivations for gifting artworks vary; from collectors
seeking the financial incentives associated with gifting
works through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts
Program, to wanting to ensure treasured artworks are
properly cared for and loved by the community for many
years to come, to a passion for the region and a shared
vision to see Townsville continue to grow as a culturally
sophisticated capital of the north.
Numerous gifts of artworks were made to the City of
Townsville Art Collection in 2014/2015, such as The
Douglas Kagi Gift, and a gift of 23 artworks resulting from
the PressNorth Printmakers’ exhibition Dexterity. A total
of 21 works on paper and two artist’s books, which were
donated by the individual members whom are the creators
of the works.
Undoubtedly the most prized single artwork that was gifted
in the 2014/2015 period is Tim Storrier’s Reflected blaze
line – a 91.5 x 305 cm synthetic polymer paint on canvas
artwork. This is the first work by the noted Australian artist
to enter the City of Townsville Art Collection to the
value of $225,000.

Tim Storrier combines a meticulous technical finesse with
an emotionally charged, often theatrical influence in his
work.
Amongst his recent achievements, he was awarded the
2014 Packing Room Prize for his portrait - The Member,
Dr Sir Leslie Colin Patterson KCB AO in association with
the Archibald Prize. He was also the 2012 Archibald Prize
Winner for his controversial faceless self-portrait - The
Histrionic Wayfarer (after Bosch).
Additional notable donations were made by artists Troy
Emery, Holly Grech, Richard Lane, Jo Lankester and Tim
Page.
Each of the artworks donated were created by the artists
for solo exhibitions held in 2014/15 in Townsville galleries
including Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, Pinnacles Gallery
and Umbrella Studio contemporary arts on the completion
of their solo exhibitions.
Furthermore respected local artist and patron of the
arts Barbara Douglas passed away and her next of kin
Selena Hale proposed the donation of three artworks
by prominent local artists from her mother’s collection
(the Barbara Douglas Estate) as Mrs Hale believed that it
would be appropriate to gift the artworks to the City of
Townsville Art Collection on behalf of her mother.

The work was proposed as a gift to the City of Townsville
Art Collection by Philip Bacon AM, whom attended the
annual Philip Bacon Guest Lecture and WOW, World of
WearableArt launch and exhibition.
Impressed by the cultural sophistication of Townsville
and the initiative shown by our region to secure such a
unique exhibition, Philip kindly offered to facilitate the
gift of this major work to the Collection via the Australian
Government’s Cultural Gifts Program.
Tim Storrier (1949 - ) has works exhibited in the National
Gallery of Australia and the Metropolitan Museum of
Modern Art in New York. His works are included in all
major Australian state and regional gallery collections and
a number of leading private collections.
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Image: Troy EMERY
Something I overheard 2013
Polyester pompoms, polyurethane mannequin, glass eyes, plastic earliners and hot glue
48 x 45 x 18 cm
Acc. 2014.0091
Gift of Troy Emery, 2014.
Donated through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program.
City of Townsville Art Collection
Photograph: John Brash, image supplied by Martin Browne Gallery, Sydney.
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Image: Tim STORRIER
Reflected blaze line 2013
Synthetic polymer paint on canvas
91.5 x 305cm
Donated through the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts Program
City of Townsville Art Collection
Photograph: image courtesy Philip Bacon Galleries
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ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

Overview
ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

The transfer of outdoor cultural assets from Engineering
Services to Gallery Services’ care was undertaken in
partnership with Maintenance and Engineering Services,
and the Asset Management team of Townsville City
Council early in the 2014/2015 financial year.
This project identified and collated all assets in Council’s
care that have artistic, cultural or historical significance,
and ensured they would be cared for by Gallery Services
staff members according to national standards for cultural
objects.
The City of Townsville Art in Public Spaces Collection
(COTAIPSC) was formally accepted by the Art
Acquisition Working Group on 18 November 2014,
before being endorsed by the Community and Cultural
Committee and full Council.
Gallery Services’ increased leadership in the planning
and care of the city’s public art was complemented by the
creation of a dedicated Public Art Officer role in August
2014. This role allows Gallery Services to ensure the
outdoor Collection is maintained, promoted, restored and
developed in line with the Visual Arts Strategy governing
Gallery Services’ activities into the future.

Beyond the essential groundwork undertaken in
2014/2015, there were also some new works created
around Townsville.
Key amongst these new projects, the Olympic Walk signage
stemmed from an approach by the Sports and Recreation
department of Townsville City Council’s Community
Development unit, who were investigating the upgrade of the
Olympic Walk in North Ward in early 2015. The original signage
to celebrate Olympians connected to the Townsville region was
installed in 2004 and needed upgrading to accommodate the
increasing number of Olympians recognised by the City.
While undertaking the upgrade, the Community
Development team also wished to achieve a more ‘modern’
look for the signage, and consequently engaged Gallery
Services staff in the design and fabrication of the new glass
and steel signage which has been installed at the entrance
to the Tobruk Memorial Baths on The Strand.

All 228 works in the City of Townsville Art in Public
Spaces Collection have now been catalogued in detail
and documented in preparation for their inclusion in the
Collection database. This database will hold information
regarding the location, artwork and artist details, and any
historical information for each work, as well as relevant
fabrication and condition information for staff to access a
full report on every object in the Collection.
A major achievement in 2014/2015 was the valuation
of the entire City of Townsville Art in Public Spaces
Collection. Ross Searle, an experienced art valuer with
knowledge of Townsville and its artwork, was engaged to
undertake the valuation of the Collection. This involved
the transfer of detailed information from Gallery Services
staff to inform the process and ensure each work was
considered carefully. The valuation is a requirement for
collecting institutions in line with national standards.
The information gained in the process also informs many
of the procedures and processes within Gallery Services,
allowing staff to plan for the future development, repair
and maintenance of the Collection.
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Outputs 2014/15
2014/15

Total Number of Objects
held in the COTAIPSC

-

228

Total Value of Objects held
in the COTAIPSC

-

$ 6 277 500

Number of Objects
Documented

-

322

Number of Objects
De-accessioned

-

1

Number of Objects
Conserved

-

35

Number of Objects
Acquired

-

5

Number of Objects
Inspected

-

423
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Notes

Public works of artistic, cultural or historical
significance

Valuation completed by External Valuer, 2015
Includes 97 assets that remained in the
custodianship of Engineering Services

The works posed a safety issue and had
exceeded their anticipated lifespan

Includes Battle of the Coral Sea; Sunhunters;
Heroe’s Walk; World AIDS Day Mosaic; Reveal;
Anthills; 27 Anzac plaques; Lyin’ Fish

ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

2013/14

Olympic Walk and four major Street Art
commissions

Scheduled inspections of artworks in the
COTAIPSC throughout the Townsville region

Image: Olympic Walk
signage, The Strand
Photograph: Sarah Welch
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In Focus: Restoration
and Conservation
ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

Several restoration projects were undertaken in
2014/2015, including Mike Taylor’s Anthills. This much
loved community work was removed in the Flinders
Mall redevelopment and has now been restored under
advice from conservators, and re-installed in Aplin’s
Weir Rotary Park in Mundingburra. This location was
specifically chosen as a central point to the local schools
involved in the project. They, along with other community
groups, originally donated objects for the aluminium cast
sculptures for its creation in 2004.
Gallery Services also restored Anneke Silver’s Sunhunters
in Dan Gleeson Memorial Gardens in Thuringowa Central.
This work celebrates a phenomenon unique to Tropical
regions, often called ‘No Shadow Day’, where the sun
is directly overhead, eliminating cast shadows around
midday. Sunhunters was created in 2001 and had been
subject to vandalism and environmental factors, resulting
in broken glass, rust and a build up of mineral deposit
from water entrapment. The work was restored by local
fabricators and reinstalled in the park’s entrance in its
original location.
Council’s Sport and Recreation Facilities department
announced the addition of a new waterslide for the
Northern Beaches Leisure Centre in Burdell. Gallery
Services was engaged to facilitate the safe removal of an
artwork in the proposed development zone. The artwork,
Reveal, was one of 3 works at the Centre created by artists
Glen Manning and Kathy Daly in 2008. The work is now
located at the entrance to the Leisure Centre, raised upon
a plinth that has also created additional outdoor seating for
visitors.
Monuments and memorials significant to the cultural or
historical mapping of Townsville are also managed by
Gallery Services, including most of the war memorials in
Anzac Park. 2015 was a significant year as the 100 year
anniversary of the Anzacs was commemorated. This lead to
several restoration projects in Anzac Park, including Heroe’s
Walk, the Battle of the Coral Sea, and the 27 military plaques
surrounding the Cenotaph.

The 27 military plaques surrounding the Cenotaph
were cleaned, had the lettering painted and were coated
following specialist conservators advice. In keeping with
the heritage aesthetic of the park, and to ensure no further
damage to the plaques, it was decided the plaques should
retain the deep brown of their natural patina. One plaque
significantly newer than the rest was patinated to match
the others in the set under strict conservators’ advice. The
newly restored plaques were given much attention by an
appreciative public and several military representatives in
the lead up to Anzac Day.
A local stonemason was engaged to undertake repairs to
the Battle of the Coral Sea memorial in Anzac Park prior
to the ceremony to commemorate the conflict in May.
The memorial had sustained several instances of damage
through natural wear, environmental conditions and
misuse by the public. The stonemason repaired cracked
pieces, replaced whole sections, filled cracks and splits
and re-painted the lettering. This repair work will ensure
the memorial’s significance will be preserved for the
Townsville community and its future generations.
Gallery Services engages many organisations and
specialists to manage the City of Townsville Art in Public
Spaces Collection, not the least of which are specialised
artwork conservators and engineers.
These specialists are integral to understanding the required
processes in repairing, restoring or maintaining artworks.
Conservators and heritage engineers prepared reports
in 2015 to manage the future care of the Cenotaph in
Anzac Park, as well as the repair and fabrication of public
artwork, Landboat by Bruce Anderson. Gallery Services
will use these in the future to care for these objects in the
Collection.

Council’s signage department in the property workshop
oversaw the restoration of the signage for Heroe’s Walk
in time for the Anzac Day ceremonies. This included
the removal and replacement of 13 signs detailing the
achievements of soldiers awarded the Victoria Cross for
duties in the Boer War, World War One, World War Two
and the Vietnam War.
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Image: Mike TAYLOR
Anthills 2004
Aluminium cast
130 x 65 x 140 cm; 310 x 85 x 170cm
City of Townsville Art in Public Spaces Collection
Photograph: Sarah Welch
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In Focus: Community Projects
ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

Gallery Services frequently provides advice to community
groups undertaking ephemeral public artworks through
the Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF). Deeragun
Skate Park was given a face-lift by artist and workshop
facilitator Sandra Elton of Re-Cre8tiv Art.
Working with a number of local artists, the Re-Cre8te
the Sk8 project engaged local youth in a weekend of
aerosol and painting workshops to paint the skate surface
of the Deeragun Skate Park. This project also delivered
workshops to local schools and childcare facilities, creating
mosaic works that are now on display at the skate park on
the side of the skate ramps.
Ariella Van Luyn and the Townsville Writer’s Group
created a project called Telling Townsville Places, which
engaged local writers to develop stories based on specific
places in Townsville. Local artist Michelle Hall was
engaged to develop ephemeral artworks to complement
these stories, and the resulting works were installed in
locations throughout Townsville, along with signage to
direct the public to the stories online.
Another RADF project saw the Townsville HIV Network
(THIVN) engage with local artists to restore the World
AIDS Day mosaic in National Servicemen’s Park in Belgian
Gardens. Gallery Services provided a new, elevated plinth
for the mosaic, raising it from the sunken ground and
ensuring the work is now visible from the adjacent footpath
and road. The local artists then added a mosaic border
to improve the aesthetics of the artwork. In addition, the
THIVN developed an EOI brief in consultation with
Gallery Services, calling for artists to be involved in the
commission of a new public artwork in 2015/2016. The
proposed work aims to commemorate the newly named
Bridge of Hope adjacent to the existing mural, and designate
a formal reflection area for those affected by AIDS in the
Townsville community.
2015 also saw the loan of Alison McDonald’s installation
artwork, Flow, at the Townsville Civic Theatre in Railway
Estate. This work is made from over 30,000 recycled,
coloured, plastic bottle caps and is hanging in the atrium of
the Theatre until June 2016.
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Images:

Top - World AIDS Day mosaic in National Servicemen’s Park, Belgian Gardens
Photograph: Sarah Welch
Bottom - Alison McDONALD
Flow
30,000 recycled, coloured, plastic bottle caps
Installed at the Townsville Civic Theatre
Photograph: Sarah Welch
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In Focus: Street Art
ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

Gallery Services championed the activation of Street Art in
Townsville throughout 2014/2015, and played a lead role
in the development and endorsement by Townsville City
Council of a three-year Street Art Activation Framework.
The purpose of this Street Art Activation Framework is to
provide a breakdown of the opportunities for such activity
to occur in Townsville, and outline a clear and thoroughly
considered path forward to enable Townsville to become a
leader in this field in terms of regional Australian centres.
The Framework sets clear definitions by which the
development of Street Art in Townsville will be
undertaken, as well as defining key Cultural, Economic,
Social, Recreational, and Urban Planning objectives of
Street Art activation.
Numerous initiatives have been considered through
stakeholder engagement and a thorough scan of activity
in this field around Australia. The initiatives proposed for
endorsement within the Framework are separated into
three distinct categories:
++

Activation Sites

++

Activation Programs

++

Activation Enablers

The success of the roll out of such initiatives is contingent
on the careful management of the public message and
ongoing evaluation.
As such, this Framework also outlines the following:
++

Maintenance and Renewal Strategy

++

Communication Strategy

++

Measures of Success and Review Process

This Framework has been guided and developed by a larger
Working Group of Townsville City Council, Community,
and Organisational Stakeholders. The Working Group
formed in February 2013, and met on a monthly basis
throughout 2014 prior to the Framework’s finalisation.
Whilst the Framework was in development and awaiting
endorsement, Gallery Services continued to build
momentum for Street Art in Townsville by partnering with
external organisations and other Townsville City Council
departments to deliver high quality works.
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After the street art mural by renowned street artist Fintan
Magee was well received at its unveiling in May 2014,
Townsville City Council commissioned a further mural by
Townsville-raised artist Lee Harnden in December 2014
with support from Lancini Property and Development.
The mural is adjacent to the existing Fintan Magee mural
The Tower in City Lane.
Befitting City Lane’s growing reputation as a must-see
street art destination, the subject of the work is one of
Townsville’s most respected and influential street artists,
Garth Jankovic. Harnden’s portrait style works have been
seen all around the world and retain a personal touch, with
Jankovic having been one of Lee’s mentors “not only in art,
but in life for the last 17 years”.
Two commissions saw the completion of works in Denham
Lane, adding to existing murals by local artists The RUN
Collective, and Kennie Deaner.
Funded by Townsville City Council’s Heritage and
Urban Planning Unit and organised by Gallery Services,
the nation’s most notorious stencil artist Regan ‘HAHA’
Tamanui created two works that balanced his enduring
interests in popular culture and portraiture, with a view to
Townsville community and the building’s history.
The building on which the artist worked was the home
of the broadcasting studios for 4AY (later 4RR), one of
the first commercial radio stations in NQ. 4AY (known as
‘The Voice of the North’) was originally based two miles
from Ayr, in an old house on a spacious tree-studded estate
in the richest area of the Burdekin River Delta, the heart
of the Cane Fields. There was a single broadcasting mast
next to the cane fields. Early NQ radio pioneers included
Grahame Schmid (former Manager of 4AY), and Jack
Gleeson (former Managing Director). HAHA’s work
features 21 stencil portraits, including these early radio
pioneers, notable Townsville identities, and those who had
a deep connection to the building and radio station.
Once the radio station was re-named 4RR, an octopus
playing a guitar became the company logo, which the
artist has also made subtle reference to through his second
work, a vibrant octopus image which has been created by
stitching stencils of several real species of octopus together.
In a coup for the city, famed Belgian street artist ROA also
completed a work at the end of Denham Lane, one of three
major murals he completed during his stay in Townsville.
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The internationally renowned artist, who has created works
in Europe, South America, United States, Africa as well as
Perth, Sydney and Melbourne, transformed ordinary walls
in the city centre into works of art with a wildlife focus.
“We are often oblivious to the local fauna, and don’t recognise
the beauty that surrounds us daily. The fauna of Australia
is absolutely stunning, the marsupials are some of the cutest
species, and I do love the outback of Australia with its red sand
and nature,” ROA stated.
ROA completed a sugar glider in Denham Lane (facing
the Flinders Street car park), a goanna along Ogden St,
and a major piece of a turtle and crocodile in the Cowboys
Leagues Club car park on Sturt St.
ROA said street art could transform a plain wall into a new
image and begin a rebirth for a neighbourhood.
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“It can provide inspiration and offer much enjoyment. Street
art is a global movement with different practices and ways
to approach it. The reaction I receive from the public is very
positive, the people seem to appreciate artistic interventions in
public spaces and people are very supportive,” he said.

Councillor Gary Eddiehausen, a member of the Street
Art Activation Working Group, said street art, when done
through a coordinated approach such as this, could really
add vibrancy and life to parts of a city and could become a
key attraction in its own right.
“The work is part of the Street Art Activation Framework
which sees council working with the community to make
Townsville the arts capital of Northern Australia,” Cr
Eddiehausen said.

ART IN PUBLIC SPACES

ROA’s murals were funded by the Property Management
section of Townsville City Council, and managed by
Gallery Services.

“Art from high-calibre artists such as ROA really puts our city
on the map.”

Indeed, since the project, images and stories about ROA’s
works in Townsville, Australia have spread virally to a
number of high profile, international street art forums and
sites.

Images: Clockwise from left - ROA’s Goanna (Ogden Street); artwork by Regan ‘HAHA’ Tamanui (Denham Lane);
Lee HARNDEN’S The Smizla (City Lane); and ROA’s Turtle and Crocodile (Sturt Street)
Photographs: Sarah Welch
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Image: ROA
Sugar Glider 2015
Aerosol and acrylics
Flinders Street East
Photograph: Sarah Welch
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Overview
ADMINISTRATION

2013/14

2014/15

Notes

Total Value of
Artwork Sales

-

$ 58 728

Sales of artworks through various Gallery
Services spaces, including Perc Tucker,
Pinnacles, The Vault Shop, and the Showcase

Total Payments to Artists
via Artwork Sales

-

$ 41 977

Income earned by exhibiting artists through sales
at Gallery Services venues (largely local artists)

Total Commission

-

$ 16 751

Total of commission earned by Gallery Services on
sales (standard 30%)

The Administration team provided support for all the
gallery exhibitions, education and public programs,
collections management and public art.
Through development of the volunteer program during
the year, the Administration team matched volunteers and
staff to cover 613 shifts, which provided 2,227 hours of
assistance to the gallery team.
Volunteers contributed to the facilitation of Gallery
Services’ public programs, namely the After School Art
recurring program of workshops, Art Escape, various
reception and administration duties, public art inspections,
and also assisting with exhibition installations, demounts,
and tasks related to the care and documentation of works
of art in the City of Townsville Art Collection.
The volunteers celebrated some major achievements and
rewarding exhibitions with the gallery team, including the
first Weave the Reef / Love the Reef workshop, which was
presented as a volunteer Christmas Party. The enormous
contribution of Galery Services’ volunteers was recognised,
winning the ‘Outstanding Contribution By A Volunteer
Or Volunteer Group’ section at the 2014 Townsville Airport
North Queensland Tourism Awards in November 2014.
The refurbishment of Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
has enabled the Administration team to implement a
new filing system for the Exhibition Files and Artist
Files in order to improve and streamline research and
Collections Management processes. This is set to expand
in the 2015/2016 financial year with the aim to retain all
exhibition and artist files on site at Perc Tucker Regional
Gallery.
The Administration team also advanced development of
The Vault Shop retail space, and the Friends of the Galleries
membership and rewards program, both of which are
discussed in greater detail.
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In Focus: Friends of the Galleries

The Friends also enjoyed their first exclusive events in
2014/2014. Gallery Services arranged a group visit to the
studio of potter Len Cook at Paluma, and also practicing
artists in Ingham such as David Rowe and Louise Plinth.
As well as hearing from these artists and visiting their
studios, the group enjoyed the Italian bounty to be found
in Ingham.
Throughout the reporting period, the Friends also enjoyed a
variety of guided workshops presented by mixed media artist
Cath Meharry, Jeanette Hutchinson, and Marion Gaemers.
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Exclusive previews for Friends and sponsors were arranged
for major exhibitions such as the 2014 Glencore Children’s
Exhibition, Troy Emery: into the wild, with special access
to the activities and a party atmosphere thanks to the wild
themed fancy dress and music from Wassa Rhythms of West
Africa.
Exclusive events also took place during WOW, World of
WearableArt by way of a WOW Ladies Cocktail Evening,
which featured fabulous cocktails and a stunning fashion
parade by Haute Couture Design by Hester Jarvis of Ja
delle Designs.

ADMINISTRATION

The Friends of the Galleries membership and rewards
program is building, with significant interest from
members from diverse backgrounds, including families
wishing to access the children’s activities; and adults
enjoying exclusive invitations and the opportunity
to purchase original artworks and exquisite jewellery
collectibles and artist books from The Vault Shop.

The Friends of the Galleries reciprocal benefits continued to
provide a diverse range of discounts from local businesses,
and the support of these local traders is gratefully
acknowledged. The reciprocal benefits programs has
proven to be popular with businesses who wish to express
appreciation for the arts and the local art community.

Images: Friends of the Galleries enjoy a workshop delivered by local artist Cath Meharry
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In Focus: The Vault Shop
ADMINISTRATION

As part of Perc Tucker Regional Gallery’s facility upgrades,
the bank vault section of the gallery was transformed into a
dedicated retail space, called The Vault Shop.
The Vault Shop opened to the public on 18 December
2014, and has provided an outlet for a variety of arts-based
merchandise, most of which is not otherwise available for
purchase in Townsville.
Merchandise and gifts available for purchase through The
Vault Shop have included exclusive art books, hand crafted
jewellery, and art merchandise from stockits such as The
Metropolitan Museum of Art.
A dedicated section of the space has also been utilised for
exhibitions of small, affordable works by local artists on a
monthly rotational basis.
This space enables more local artists to exhibit their works
per year, and also opens an additional revenue stream with
high volumes of customers passing through the space.

Millinery by Tegan Crisafulli
Tegan Crisafulli
9 May - 18 June 2015
A variety of unique and vibrant millinery pieces created by
local milliner Tegan Crisafulli.
Faces of Beauty
Matthew Gianoulis
20 June - 16 July 2015
A set of fashion photographs by freelance photographer
Matthew Gianoulis of Townsville featuring models in
wearable art ensemble to tie in with the major WOW,
World of WearableArt exhibition.
Since its activation, Gallery Services artwork sales through
The Vault Shop have totaled $3376. Of this amount, local
artists have received $2363.20 as payment for works that
were sold during their respective exhibitions.

Artists to have exhibited in The Vault Shop in 2014/2015
are:
Anagama
Len Cook
18 December 2014 - 29 January 2015
Paluma based artist Len Cook displayed a series of
uniquely glazed pottery wares fired in the Anagama style,
using a single chambered wood burning kiln.
Birds, Birds, Birds
Isabelle Gair-Hemsley
30 January - 26 February 2015
A mixed media display of native bird sculptures by
Townsville artist Isabelle Gair-Hemsley, inspired by the her
commitment to our spectacular natural environment and
its protection.
Aeon
Lightning Bug Creative Studio
27 February - 2 April 2015
An exhibition of digital media and mixed media images
inspired by Alchemy and Steampunk themes created by
local artists Angeline Ignatius and Scott Marnock.
Glimpse
Sandy Fisher
4 April - 7 May 2015
Local printmaker Sandy Fisher presented a delicate
display of etching and aquatint prints framed in wood from
salvaged floorboards of one of Townsville’s original houses.
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Image: The Vault Shop
exhibition by local artist
Isabelle Gair-Hemsley
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Overview
DESIGN AND DIGITAL MEDIA

The Design and Digital Media section of Gallery Services
undertook the development and delivery of a number
of products and projects in 2014/2015, including
graphic design and publication production, web and
social media management, technical assistance for major
exhibitions and artwork displays, and projects for external
organisations.
Throughout the reporting period, the section continued to
ensure Gallery Services’ projects were broadly publicised
through digital means. The digital reach of Townsville’s
galleries included but was not limited to:
>>

Facebook
Perc Tucker: 112 784
Pinnacles: 55 267
Total:
168 051

>>

Twitter
Perc Tucker: 17 953
Pinnacles: 5 560
Total:
23 513

>>

E-news
Total opens: 14 686

>>

Youtube
Total views: 1 391

>>

Issuu
Total reads: 34
Total impressions: 639

>>

Website
Total visit: 26 593

As could be expected with the delivery of 72 exhibitions
across Gallery Services’ exhibition spaces, there were
also high volumes of design materials produced. These
materials include supplementary resources such as digital
and physical copies of invitations, flyers, activity booklets,
education resources, publications, and also exhibition
related products such as labels, didactics, signage, and
banners. The following major exhibitions featured
significant publications:
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++

Cornerstone
Jo Lankester

++

Limina: the threshold of experience
Donna Foley

++

Thirty-six Views of Castle Hill
Sue Smith

++

Imagining Place: Cultural Memories of
North Queensland
Sandi Hook

++

The Intuitive Landscape
Richard Lane

++

Creative Generation Excellence Awards in
Visual Art/ArtNOW
North Queensland Regional Exhibition

++

Screengrab6
Screengrab International Media Arts Award

++

TREE
Bernadette Boscacci, Kathy Cornwall,
Marion Gaemers, and Robyn Sweeney

++

A Permanent Mark: the impact of tattoo culture
on contemporary art

Throughout the course of the year, the materials produced
evidenced the team’s range of skills, from illustration and
photography, to 3D modelling and print production.
This skills were expanded on through the assistance
provided to the Exhibitions section of the Gallery in the
presentation of major exhibitions and projects, namely
Screengrab6, and the installation and testing of Yandell
Walton’s interactive projection as part of La Luna Youth
Arts’ projection festival LuxLumin.
The quality and range of materials produced by Gallery
Services throughout 2014/2015 has also drawn
recognition from external sources; not only in the form
of multiple compliments for the standard of publications
being produced, but also by way of Gallery staff being
engaged to develop projects for other sections of
Townsville City Council, and organisations.
Chief amongst the commercial design projects Gallery
Services were engaged to deliver were the Olympic
Walk signage designed by Gallery Services, and the 25th
Anniversary publication for the Australian Festival of
Chamber Music entitled Sounds Like Paradise.
Another first in 2014/2015 was a partnership with James
Cook University’s Arts and Creative Media section to offer
a 12 month Design Fellowship to an outstanding graduate.
Andrea Schutz was the successful applicant, and she has
been a full time member of the Gallery Services Design and
Digital Media team since early 2015. Through this Design
Fellowship, Andrea has gained true industry experience
in developing projects ranging from graphic design and
formatting, to photo and film documentation, all of which
will hold her in good stead for her future career.
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Image: Design examples
and publications
produced in 2014/2015
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In Focus: Products

A PERMANENT MARK the impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art
PINNACLES GALLERY

DESIGN AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Provided on this spread are a selection of materials designed and produced by Gallery Services’ Design and Digital Media
team, showing a variety of skills and application, as well as in-house and offset print capability.

Coinciding with A Permanent Mark,
Gallery Services produced a hard
cover, 116 page publication depicting
and detailing all featured works and
including two significant essays. For
this publication, the cover title was
embossed, providing an interesting
textural element and reflecting the
‘etching of skin’ of tattoo.

Gallery Services were engaged to design and produce the renewed Olympic Walk
signage, positioned adjacent to Tobruk Pool on The Strand. This project highlighted the
team’s capability to apply their graphic design skills to larger projects in formats other
than offset print publication and digital distribution. The design reflects the colours and
form of the symbol of the Olympic Games, the five rings, with imagery sourced from
various Games across the years.The end product was produced by Digiglass, Combined
Metal Fabrication, and Townsville City Council’s Property Workshop for the text panels
and installation. The semi-transparent glass allows light to pass through the design,
ensuring it is bright and captivating in the day, and when lit at night.

EXHIBITION
In 2014, Gallery Services partnered with
James Cook University’s Arts and Creative
Media Program for the first time to deliver
Screengrab6, the International Media
Arts Prize. As part of Gallery Services’
contribution to the major exhibition, the
team designed a significant publication
of the finalists’ works - the first such
publication that had been produced for the
exhibition. The final design alluded to the
long-running ‘blue gradient’ design that had
been synonymous with the Screengrab6
exhibition, but sought to give it a fresh,
digital feel. The perfect bound publication
featured a spot UV treatment of the cover
lettering, as did the exhibition launch
invitation, which was a consistent design to
the publication.

I N V I TAT I O N

EXHIBITION

Images:
Front: Sarah Thomas, New Zealand
American Dream

Inside: Peter Wakeman, New Zealand
Chica Under Glass
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The WOW, World of WearableArt
exhibition evidenced Gallery
Services’ ability to produce
attractive and consistent
designs across many mediums
and products, including a folded
duo-coat invitation, activity
booklet, education publication,
external flags and banners, and
many more formats.
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ENTRYKIT

A number of design projects
undertaken in the reporting period
2014/2015 have evidenced Gallery
Services’ ability to not only format
design, but to create original artwork,
particularly in the form of illustration.
One such examples were the
characters designed for the 2014
Townsville Young Artist Awards. Due
to a lack of ‘confirmed’ artwork, this
exhibition has always been problematic
to design for, so the brief for 2014
was to develop two key characters young versions of iconic artists, Andy
Warhol and Frida Kahlo. The polished
illustrations were utilised on the folded
and perforated entry form, invite, and
as stickers in the exhibition space.

Jo Lankester
Gallery Services

Jo Lankester
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Richard Lane

1

As part of Gallery Services role in fostering stronger audience engagement with exhibitions, and in showcasing and advocating for local artists, the
organisation has placed great emphasis on the production of attractive publications to accompany major exhibitions. Two such publications were Jo
Lankester’s Cornerstone and Richard Lane’s The Intuitive Landscape. As part of the development of these publications, Gallery Services also undertook
the high level image capture of all works featured in each exhibition to be reproduced in the publication. Such books have a life beyond the exhibition,
and are beneficial to artists in marketing their work to new audiences, particularly outside of the region.

DESIGN AND DIGITAL MEDIA

CORNERSTONE

CORNERSTONE

Gallery Services’ Design and Digital Media team also provided technical assistance to Exhibitions staff and artists in the delivery of a number of
exhibition and artwork projects. Such examples include the installation of Screengrab6 at Pinnacles Gallery - an exhibition of screen based artworks
submitted by artists throughout the world; and Yandell Walton’s interactive projection artwork Absent Presence, which took place in front of Perc Tucker
Regional Gallery as part of La Luna Youth Arts’ projection festival Luxlumin.

CREATE YOUR OWN ANIMAL MASK!
1. Colour in the parts
2. Cut along the solid lines
3. Fold the dotted lines

4. Apply glue to the ripple tabs
5. Stick the animal parts onto the base
6. Wait for the glue to dry
7. Have fun wearing your new mask!

CREATE YOUR OWN TATTOO FLASH SHEET!

Colour in these flash sheet tattoo designs and display your work in the space provided.
Tattoo artists explore different themes and subjects by producing flash sheets. Flash sheets are often
on display at tattoo parlours/studios so customers can see the artists’ work and choose a design.

the impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art

PINNACLES GALLERY 19 JUNE - 16 AUGUST 2015

BASE

FRONT

BACK

A Permanent Mark: the impact of
tattoo culture on contemporary art
is supported by the Queensland
Government through Arts Queensland

Research towards A Permanent Mark: the
impact of tattoo culture on contemporary art
has been supported through the Darling Travel
Grants | Domestic, administered by the
Gordon Darling Foundation

Gallery Services Design and Digital Media
team have worked closely with Education and
Programs staff to develop numerous activity
books, education resources, and activity sheets.
These resources are workshopped with staff
and artists to ensure their ease of use, including
writing on, colouring, cutting, folding, assembling,
and even wearing. Some highlights have included
a ‘Create Your Own Tattoo Flash Sheet’ and
Animal Masks you can assemble and wear.
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