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Advisory Committee Members >> 

 
Councillor Colleen Doyle  Committee Chair 
Councillor Verena Coombe  Townsville City Council 
Councillor Russ Cook Townsville City Council 
 
Terri Brabon TheatreiNQ 
Dr Barbara Cheshire Visual arts educator and practising artist 
Hillary Coyne Dancenorth 
Carol Dall'Osto Musician (Professional accompanist), Australian Concerto and 

Vocal Competition (ACVC) 
Madonna Davies Full Throttle Theatre Company 
Dr Sylvia Ditchburn Practising artist and Art Gallery owner 
Gavin Findlay Australian Festival of Chamber Music (AFCM) 
Tony Fitzsimmons Practising Artist 
Judy Hunter Barrier Reef Orchestra, NQ Opera and Music Theatre 
Hilary Martin La Luna Youth Arts 
Jeffrey Nielsen Townsville Eisteddfod Inc 
Bjarne Ohlin Townsville Creative Technologies College 
Rosalind Sailor Townsville Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Cultural Centre  
Dr Anneke Silver Practising Visual Arts 
Mark Smith Townsville Community Music Centre  
Sonia Warrell Townsville Choral Society 
Kellie Williams Umbrella Studio 
 
Non-member ACAC support role: 
Julie McTaggart Meeting Facilitator, Team Leader, Community Development, 

Townsville City Council 
Emily Molloy  Coordinator Performing Arts, Community Engagement & Cultural 

Facilities, Townsville City Council  
Judith Jensen  Team Manager Arts, Townsville City Council  
Dr Jonathan McBurnie  Creative Director Galleries, Townsville City Council  
Council Officer  Council Secretariat, Townsville City Council 
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Goals and Objectives that identify strategic intent of Townsville City Council >> 
 
Corporate Plan >>  
 
Goal 1 -  A Prosperous City - Deliver a strong and innovative economy for Townsville with sustainable 

growth and support for local jobs and businesses. 
 
Goal 2 -  A City for People - Enhance people’s experience of Townsville as a liveable and vibrant city 

by providing services that support the growth of an inclusive, knowledgeable, active, resilient, 
safe and healthy community. 

 
Goal 3 -  A Clean and Green City - Create a sustainable future for Townsville through the protection, 

maintenance and enhancement of our unique, natural and built environment. 
 
Goal 4 -  A Smarter, Faster, Better Council - Ensure the Townsville City Council remains a smarter, 

faster and better Council that is easy to work with, and for, and gains community trust by 
being transparent and managing its resources well. 

 
Objectives >>  
 
Goal 1 - A Prosperous City 
 
1.1  Support local businesses, major industries, local innovation and employment growth. 
1.2  Activate economic and geographic strengths and market Townsville as a vibrant and smart destination 

for commerce, education, research, tourism, entertainment and lifestyle. 
1.3  Plan, support, provide and advocate for infrastructure and investment that supports innovation, 

residential and economic growth. 
1.4  Maximize opportunities for economic growth by building and maintaining effective partnerships.  
 
Goal 2 - A City for People 
 
2.1  Provide services and local infrastructure that meet community expectations, support growth, build 

resilience and provide for the needs of our community. 
2.2  Improve the liveability of Townsville and encourage active and healthy lifestyles by providing 

accessible public facilities, community infrastructure and creating placemaking activities. 
2.3 Improve the vibrancy of Townsville by supporting the community’s access to, and participation in, a 

range of artistic, cultural and entertainment activities. 
2.4 Enhance community knowledge of and access to Council services to improve community wellbeing, 

health and safety.  
 
Goal 3 - A Clean and Green City 
 
3.1  Plan, design and deliver sustainable development and support this by actively managing the natural 

environment and increasing green infrastructure, at a city, suburb and place level. 
3.2  Develop and implement long term waste and water security solutions that are socially, financially and 

environmentally sound. 
 
Goal 4 -  A Smarter, Faster, Better Council 
 
4.1  Provide customer-focused services that enhance the customer experience and meet the expectations of 

our community in a dynamic and adaptive manner. 
4.2  Ensure that Council’s plans, services, decisions and priorities reflect the needs and expectations of the 

community. 
4.3  Ensure that public funds are expended efficiently and that Council expenditure represents value for 

money whilst supporting the local economy. 
4.4 Be a valued and committed employer who provides a productive, inclusive and respectful environment 

for staff and the community.  
4.5  Improve financial sustainability and provide value and accountability to the community for the 

expenditure of public funds. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Townsville City Council would like to acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of Townsville – 
the Wulgurukaba of Gurambilbarra and Yunbenun; and Bindal people. We pay our respect to their cultures, 
their ancestors and their elders, past and present, and all future generations.
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Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 
 
Purpose of the Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 

The Arts and Culture Advisory Committee (ACAC) purpose is to be a peak body of community 
representatives to provide information and advice about current and emerging arts and culture related 
matters to Townsville City Council for the purpose of decision-making and planning. 

The Committee will conduct much of the investigative and detailed work leading to the provision of advice 
that will inform the development of a recommendation to council to enable an informed decision to be 
made. 

The Arts and Culture Advisory Committee has been established in accordance with section 264 of the 
Local Government Regulation 2012 ("the Regulation"). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACAC Member interaction with media: 
 
Media (TV or newspaper agencies) may be in attendance at meetings and may wish to speak with 
committee members.  It is important to be aware that as a member of the ACAC you are representing 
and speaking on behalf of your organisation.  We would advise that you seek confirmation as to your 
organisation’s media policies, and inform the Meeting Facilitator if you have any issues / concerns. 
 
 
5.8.6 Audio or video recording of a meeting – as per Townsville City Council, Code of Meeting Practice 
 
Only authorised persons may make an audio or video recording of a meeting in accordance with Section 
35 of Local Law No. 1 (Administration) 2011. 
 
A person is authorised to make an audio or video recording of the meeting if the Chairperson consents to 
the recording being made.  A record of the Chairperson’s consent made in the minutes of the meeting (or 
the report of a committee meeting) is “written consent” for the purposes of Section 35 of Local Law No. 1 
(Administration) 2011. 
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REPORT ARTS AND CULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

DATE Thursday 8 August 2019 

 

ITEMS 1-4 

 

PRESENT 

Councillor Colleen Doyle  Committee Chair 

Councillor Russ Cook  Townsville City Council 

Councillor Verena Coombe  Townsville City Council 

Sonia Warrell    Townsville Choral Society 

Madonna Davies   Full Throttle Theatre Company 

Dr Sylvia Ditchburn   Practising Artist and Art Gallery Owner 

Eloise Grace    Dance North 

Hilary Martin    La Luna Youth Arts 

Judy Hunter    Barrier Reef Orchestra, NQ Opera & Music Theatre  

Mark Smith    Townsville Music 

Terri Brabon    TheatreiNQ  

Tony Fitzsimmons   Practising Artist 

Julie McTaggart Meeting Facilitator, Community Development Officer, 
Community Development, Townsville City Council 

Judith Jensen    Team Manager Arts, Townsville City Council 

Dr Jonathon McBurnie   Creative Director galleries, Townsville City Council 

Emily Molloy    Co-ordinator, Performing Arts 

Karen Wicks    Legal Services, Townsville City Council 

 

GUESTS 

Sally Butler     Principal Inclusive Communities, Future Cities 

Kirsty Geaney    Senior Social Planner, Future Cities 

Inga Davis    Project Director, Water Smart Program 

Teresa Hudson    Manager Community Information Centre 

Anne Lord     Practising Artist 

Ian McIntosh    Author 

 

APOLOGIES 

Dr Anneke Silver   Practising Visual Arts 

Dr Barbara Cheshire   Visual Arts Educator and Practising Artist 

Bjarne Ohlin    Townsville Arts Education and Practising Artist 

Carol Dall’Osto  Musician (Professional accompanist), Australian 
Concerto and Vocal Competition (ACVC) 

 

 

 

Hillary Coyne    Dance North 

Jeffrey Nielsen   Townsville Eisteddfod Inc 

Kellie Williams    Umbrella Studio Contemporary Arts  
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APOLOGIES 

Gavin Findlay  Australian Festival of Chamber Music (AFCM) 

Hillary Coyne  Dancenorth 

Jeffrey Nielsen Townsville Eisteddofd Inc 

Kellie Williams  Umbrella Studio Contemporary Arts  

Rosalind Sailor Townsville Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Cultural Centre 

Margaret Darveniza Manager, Community Engagement TCC 

Stacey Gibson General Manager, Community Engagement and     
Cultural Services 

Margaret Robertson Townsville Community Information Centre 

 

 

Opening of meeting 
 
The Chair, Councillor C Doyle opened the meeting at 9.00am and congratulated 
everyone on their efforts over the last month’s activities during the Northern Australia 
Festival of Arts, Fringe Festival, Australian Festival of Chamber Music, Strand 
Ephemera and Pop Up North Queensland. 
 
Acknowledgement to Country 
 
The ACAC Meeting Facilitator provided the Acknowledgement to Country. 
 
Apologies and leave of absence 
 
Apologies were noted. 
 
Membership Update 
 
Emily Molloy was welcomed as the permanent Co-ordinator Performing Arts and Karen 
Wicks from Legal Services as Minute taker. 
 
Confirmation of minutes 
 
The Committee confirmed the minutes of the previous meeting held on 6 June 2019.  
 
Business arising from the minutes 
 

• The Meeting Facilitator summarised email correspondence forwarded to the 
committee to update matters and promote events. 

• Legal Advice on starting meeting/conducting meeting without Chair or 
Councillors in the room.  The facilitator reported to the meeting on the response 
received from Tony Bligh, Council Solicitor that the Committee can continue to 
meet without Councillor or Chair being present at the meeting as the record of 
the minutes are forwarded to a standing committee for confirmation.   A quorum 
of members must be present at all times throughout the meeting. 
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Action Register – Update on outstanding items (ACAC Meeting Facilitator) 
 
See Attachment 1 – ACAC Agenda Submission and Meeting Action Register. 
 
The ACAC Meeting Facilitator provided an update on the ACAC Agenda Items and 
the Action Register. 

 

 

Agenda Items 

 
 

Item 1. Presentation – Findings of Liveability Study 

 Presented by Sally Butler, Principal Inclusive Communities Future Cities 
and Kirsty Geaney, Social Planner Future Cities 
 

Item 2. Presentation – Overview and Update – Water Smart Program 
 Presented by Inga Davis, Project Director, Water Smart Program 
 
 
Item 3. Presentation – Draft Arts Strategy 
 Presented by Judith Jensen, Team Manager Arts (Visual and Performing), 

Jonathan McBurnie, Creative Director Galleries and Emily Molloy, Co-
ordinator Performing Arts 

 
 
 Discussion from the Presentation 
 

• Implementation of Arts Strategy and 2020 Operational Plan – Judith 
gave an extensive overview of the draft document.   

• Discussion on the “What’s On” website and it’s use – the Committee 
is seeking feedback on the progress of a selective “What’s On” Sites 
for Theatres and Galleries. 

• Discussion on Ticketing – new system needs to be implemented – 
currently working with Council IT. 

• The members requested that the Operational Plan be linked to the 
Action Plan. 

• Feedback is welcome on the draft Arts Strategy and 2020 Operational 
Plan. 

• Recovery after floods for artists and artistic venues – Council is making 
an application to RADF. 

 
Update on Theatres by Emily Molloy 

• Civic Theatre – recovery works are going very well.  The timeline of 
progress indicates that the shows scheduled for October will go ahead. 

• Riverway – the recovery is more complex, as new issues keep arising.  
The recovery of the pool has been given priority and then the Arts 



 PAGE 8 

TOWNSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
ARTS AND CULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

THURSDAY 8 AUGUST 2019  

Centre recovery.   At this stage the Arts Centre will not be finished by 
the end of the year but possibly early next year. 
 

• The next meeting could be held at the Balcony Bar at the Civic Theatre 
and perhaps a tour of the theatre could be conducted. 

 
Action Plan – Updates from Working Groups/Lead Agency  
 
Teresa Hudson, Community Information Centre spoke on: 

• Online Directory – more inclusive to the community 

• Venues guide and register of arts (access to all artists) – to be updated by CIC 
working with ACAC members and Council 

• CIC are relocating to the Ground Floor, Northtown – this area will assist in the 
promotion of artists and artistic organisations.   The area is launching on Friday 
30 August at 4.30pm before the Townsville Eats event. 

• There is a meeting room for hire. 
 
 
Register of Venues 

• A register to be created that would cover all searches of buildings/rooms that 
are available for meetings and events. 

• Council owned buildings as well as rooms within the community. 

• The committee suggested that a working group be formed to discuss the 
register. 

• Community space within the CIC area is available to support organisations and 
individuals in the community. 

• CIC is a single point to get information out to people. 
 
Item 4. Celebration Discussion 
 
Acknowledgment of achievements in the last month - ACAC Member discussion on 
July/Aug Arts Festivals and Events – NAFA, Fringe Festival, Festival of Stories, AFCM, 
Strand Ephemera, Pop Up NQ.    
Feedback from NAFA is being sought – this can be provided on the website. 

It was suggested that Pop Up NQ be open when Townsville Eats is on. The feedback 
from the Committee was that this would be awesome. 

 

Other Business 

1. “Adopt a Local Author Program” – Ian McIntosh 

Julie McTaggart requested Ian McIntosh to speak on his idea of an Adopt a 
Local Author Program. 

Ian explained the Adopt a Local Author Program and a prospective partnership 
with the Townsville City Council.   Local authors adopt a particular school to 
develop young writers within the school environment.   It is hoped that this would 
also encourage local authors to become involved.  There are several children’s 
authors based out bush and it would be great to get them involved.   Further 
discussion will be held on this item with the possibility of making the program 
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happen and specific schools can be targeted for the recipient author. Ian will 
also work with City Libraries. 

 

2. Community Recovery 

Julie McTaggart invited the members to discuss how the community recovery is 
going following the Monsoonal Event/Flooding In February 2019 in particular 
the Flourish Event. 

“Flourish Event” – community recovery event being held on 26 October 2019.  
Information will be forwarded to all members – focusing on the recovery related 
to emotional and mental health issues and social well-being. The event is 
seeking stallholders, and activities that people can participate in. The 
information will be available on the Townsville City Council website. 

3. Promotion of Advisory Committee.   Julie McTaggart spoke about the production 
of a quick fact sheet/flyer and banner promoting the Arts and Culture Advisory 
Committee.  The fact sheet simply describes the committee and its role within 
the community and the banner advertises the Committee.  The fact sheet and 
banner will be used at community events and the flyer will be located on the 
Townsville City Council website. 

 
Next meeting – Thursday 3 October 2019 
Time: 8.45am – 11.30am 
Agenda items due – 2 September 2019 
Venue – Balcony Bar, Theatre (To be confirmed) 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 11.35 am. 
 
 
COUNCILLOR C DOYLE  
CHAIR  
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Attachment 1 – ACAC Agenda Submission and Meeting Action Register – Page 1 of 16 
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