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Councillor Cook Community Award

A message from Russ
I’m so proud to represent such a diverse, positive
community and to be Councillor for our Division.
We’ve had an exciting year in 2018. The second
round of Works for Queensland funding has
enabled us to deliver more shovel-ready projects
for our city. The North Queensland Stadium is
on track to be completed in time for the start of
the 2020 NRL season. Our new pipeline, which is
bigger than JT, is charging forward and creating
jobs for locals along the way.
If you’d like to receive more information on
Townsville, go to Council’s website and sign up to
City Update, our quarterly e-news bulletin.
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The Councillor Russ Cook Community Award is offered annually to any
player, support staff member, volunteer or parent who:
•
•
•
•
•

Contributes to the Townsville community in a unique way
Contributes to the Blackhawks Rugby League/Townsville Junior
Rugby League community
Meets an identified need in the community through Rugby League
Shows leadership at not only team level but also community level
Actively creates welcoming and inclusive participation through an
enthusiastic commitment to engage with people from all walks of life.

The award is being given out for the first time this season, and I look
forward to presenting the trophies to the winners later this year.
Check out me handing over the Townsville & Districts Mendi Blackhawks
shields to CEO of the Blackhawks, Justin Wilkins, and the Football
Operations manager of the Blackhawks Adrian Thomson.
The Councillor Russ Cook Community Award is being donated to
Townsville & Districts Mendi Blackhawks and also the Townsville & District
Junior Rugby League.
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“Council is committed to having the
new pipeline built by end of next year.”
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The North
Queensland Stadium

The $250 million North Queensland Stadium will be a world class 25,000
seat facility, that can accommodate up to 40,000 people in concert mode.
At the same time, Council is also upgrading adjoining parks and recreation
areas. The new stadium will revitalise the CBD and has already helped attract
to the precinct a proposed high-end hotel, supported by the Hilton Group.
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Update on our water
security solution

Delivering long term water security is a top priority,
made possible by the $225 million Queensland Government
contribution towards Council’s three-point water
security solution:

Townsville’s three-point water security solution is underway.
Another key milestone for the water pipeline project has
been reached, with work starting on the first access track.
The access tracks will allow the installation of the pipeline
along the 36.5km route.

•
•
•

The project will create approximately 50 jobs during
its lifetime.

Oversize pipeline
Water reuse plan
Community transition package

The pipeline is one of the biggest infrastructure projects in
Townsville in a generation. Council staff have made sure we
have got the best product to ensure the pipeline delivers
long-term water security for our community.
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Register today and switch
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Is your pet microchipped?
It’s well known that dogs are our best mates (and cats aren’t
all that bad either), and Townsville residents more than
most! There are 42,903 registered dogs and approved cats
currently in our city, and that number is only growing.
Our fur kids are wonderful companions, but they come
with the obligation to take care of them. That’s why being a
responsible pet owner is so important.
One of the best ways to ensure your pet’s safety is through
microchipping. Microchipping makes sure that if your pet gets
out and is taken to the animal shelter, Council knows how to
contact you.
All stray animals taken to the shelter are microchipped by
Council before they are taken into the care of the animal
foster and rehoming organisations, but did you know that
Council also offers free microchipping for pet owners? Free
microchipping takes place once a month in various locations in
the suburbs.
Check out the times below for upcoming microchipping days – you can also register your dog on the day for a fee:
•
6 November, Cnr Allambie Lane and Riverway Drive
•
15 December, Cambridge Park, Vincent
So far, Council has microchipped 412 animals since the Free Microchipping initiative started in January, so get on board if you
haven’t already and help us on our goal to have every pet microchipped in Townsville!

WHAT’S ON TOWNSVILLE

whatson.townsville.qld.gov.au

IMMERSED: ALISON MCDONALD
Until 18 November, daily from 10am
Perc Tucker Regional Gallery
Credit: Alison McDonald Pour [detail] 2017
Upcycled plastic bottles

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Sunday 11 November, from 10.30am
Anzac Park Cenotaph and
Riverway Cenotaph

CYCLONE SUNDAY
Sunday 4 November, 3pm - 6pm
Strand Park

Townsville Youth Council
As part of my role as Councillor, it is a pleasure to be associated with the
Townsville Youth Council. Over the past two years I have seen a number
of Youth Council members grow into fine young men and women, with
membership increasing from three to 14 members over the past year. The
members range in age from 12 to 25, and this Youth Council encompasses
diversity within the community with membership embracing many different
religious and ethnic backgrounds.
This year, we’ve seen a change in the dynamics of the group, who have
begun to lead and upskill themselves. When Major General (ret) Stuart
Smith addressed the youth council last month, I know that he was
impressed not only with their valued input but also the way they conducted
themselves during the meeting as far as respect and courtesy.
Pictured with Stuart Smith and myself are Townsville Youth Council
members Ibtesam Khan and Gidila Williams.
If you are aged between 12-25, living in Townsville, and have an interest
in youth-related issues, you can apply to become a member. Visit the
Townsville City Council website to apply.

Becoming a
Legatee
In August I was inducted into the Legacy
family as a Legatee, a very proud moment
for me. Legacy is dedicated to caring for
the families of deceased and incapacitated
veterans and is a voluntary organisation
supported by veterans, servicemen and
women, and people drawn from all walks
of life. As a former ADF member with a
father who served in Vietnam, I know how
important support is for military families in
their time of need and am privileged to be
part of the Legacy family support team.
For information on how to donate to this
worthy cause, or if you wish to become a
Legatee, please refer to the below link.
legacy.com.au/townsville/Aboutus

In the community
Every Friday morning you can catch me at
Thuringowa Library from 9am to 12noon, I’ll be in
the Project Booyah Bean Café from 9am to 10am
and then I’m in my office behind the Customer
Service Counter from 10am to 12noon. Pop in for a
chat or make an appointment by contacting me.
My grandson Mikey came down to visit last month
and enjoyed a babyccino from the Bean Café, so
come on down have a coffee and chat.
I also set up next to the Coffee Cup at the Townsville
& District Junior Rugby League carpark from 6am to
9am on the last Thursday of each month. Stop by,
grab a coffee, and have a chat with me.
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